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SUMMER NOTES

...WHITE FLOWER FARM ...1972

Botanical Tulips (upper and lower) do not seem to have caught the
American gardener's eye, They bloom before Daffodils and come
in every form and size. Red Emperor is the only variety used here
in quantity. These varied and colorful low-bloomers can be useful
in almost every location.

Muscari. Grape Hyacinth (the common name for
Muscari) are probably about as well-known as
Crocus and have been popular as long. They
won't grow in Antarctica, but they take an astonishing amount of cold with little complaint, if
given even a fair soil, not water logged, and
planted in the open. They will produce in light
shade but in full sun their growth is rampant and
it isn't long before they crowd like people in
Oriental ghettos. The blues are vivid and the
white variety, particularly when mixed with the
blues, is mighty fine to greet in April. The reason,
of course, for "grape" in their common name is
that the flowering stem, if you stretch your imagination a bit, does look, when it first shoots up,
a bit like a bunch of grapes. Bulbs should be
planted 3 inches deep and three inches apart and
although they naturally welcome a rich soil,
somewhat gritty, they seem to spill over to any
soils so long as they find full sun. M. botryoides
has such a determined attitude about spreading
that it shouldn't be planted in the rock garden
unless you are willing to accept nothing but it
after a while. The white form, album, is delightful, and because it doesn't go gadding about the
countryside spewing seed indecently, a colony
in the rock garden can be depended upon to conduct itself with propriety. (See Page 73.)
Miniature Daffodils. After a long period of neglect
here and abroad, this charming group of "little"
bulbs seems to be coming into its own, particularly in America—largely because our hot summers seem better for them than English summers,
which generally come and go, unpredictably, in
a half-dozen days. The word miniature applied
to Narcissus is at present rather broad for it officially includes N. bulbocodium, Daffodils having
very small flowers on very short sterns, as well as
N. triandrus, cyclamineus, jonquilla, and tazzeta
(the last not hardy) , all of which have longer
stems and small flowers, yet not really miniature
(as most people use the word) . The best idea, if
in doubt, is to read the descriptions in a list of
miniatures carefully and decide what you want
in terms of size. Bulbocodium, the Hoop Petticoat Daffodils, get their name from the shape of
their small flaring trumpet and are very pleasant
in yellow or white, but they don't look like Daffodils. They are rock garden or path plants and
shouldn't be naturalized except where the grass
is very thin—and even then it is best to root out
the grass and keep it out; soil should be gritty,
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but with a good humus content. These points also
apply to N. canaliculatus, whose perfectly formed
and really miniature multiple blooms on 6-inch
stems are a delight. If conditions are to the liking
of this hi-color it flowers well, but never as freely
as one would like to have it. N. bulbocodium and
N. canaliculatus are not hardy in climates that
drop much below 15°F., but Little Beauty, truly
miniature, a hi-color, and Little Gem, exactly that
and solid yellow, are hardy. The important miniatures are the branching varieties, useful in the
rock garden and the border. Their dainty flowers
dance entrancingly on 5- to 7-inch stems. They
are Thalia, Liberty Bells, Suzy, Trevithian, and
April Tears. These are a tribe apart. Our feeling
for them is best summed up in a single word:
exquisite. See Page 76.)
Scilla. At this point let's stay with the little fellow, specifically, Scilla sibirica, which you will
feel better with than without, It's a most rewarding species and it asks for nothing except to be
planted somewhere. It does not, however, spread
as vigorously in turf as it does in more open
earth. In the gardens in Litchfield it runs a race
with and generally blooms a nose ahead of Snowdrops. Yes, it will do better in a loamy, gritty,
rich soil, but what bulbs do not? Sibirica is blue,
S. alba obviously white; a hybrid called Spring
Beauty is large blue. S. tubergeniana, is silverywhite with a bluish undertone and very nice indeed. (See Page 90.) All are inexpensive enough
to plant by the hundreds, and if you are just
starting with them, a thousand is not too many,
which probably only proves that we are mighty
cavalier with your money.

Daffodils—the big fellows
We doubt if a flower exists that is as valuable
in a garden as Narcissus, if there is one easier to
plant, is longer lived, that takes less care, that is
more rewarding—a rather fine string of virtues
for plants that also cost so little. And Daffodils
today, as you know, aren't just smallish yellow
trumpets which a heavy spring storm can easily
demolish. Stems are strong, blooms are large,
they come in all sizes and in many graceful forms,
and although all are obviously spring-bloomers,
there are so many that flower at different times
one now can have the lovely things in bloom for
a long time in the vernal tide. We offer many

varieties, far too many, but we have a thing for
naffs and find it hard not to add splendid new
varieties to the already swollen list. So we indulge ourselves again this year with 3 varieties,
not yet in commerce—these are the introductions
of the next five to ten years. You won't find them
in The Garden Book. Here they are for followers
of this delight, who choose to have a few of tomorrow's plants today. Two seem quite reasonable. Orders for these three must be placed by
August 10 to be accepted for delivery this year.
Florissant. 800A. The perianth (petals) of this flatcup is purest white and star-shaped; the cup is very
large and upon opening is greenish white, turning as
white as the petals as it ages—the frilled. edge turns
to cream. Six $4.50, Doz. $7.50, 25 $14.05, 100 $50.00
Salome. 824A. The very large perianth is white.
Its large trumpet is long and its deep apricot color
changes to old rose at the base and almost golden
yellow at the rim. It's very attractive and we are told
it probably won't be in commerce for many years.
Three $9.00, Six $17.00, Doz. $32.00
Spectator. 8144. This has very large pure white
petals. Its large flat crown is creamy-yellow and has
a red margin on its deeply frilled edge, making it
decidedly the liveliest Daffodil in the John Evelyn
(flat upgroup.
Six $3.40, Doz, $5.70, 25 $10.70, 100 $38.00

So much for these Daffodils of the future. You
can browse through the long lists of the various
varieties in The Garden Book and even if you
choose at random, selections just can't be wrong.
John Evelyn, from whose sap all the flatcups
have come, still can't be beaten and it goes back
to before 1921. Apricot Distinction and Milk-andCream, recent W.F.F. introductions in the flatcup category, are outstanding, but so are Duke
of Windsor, Burma, Jezebel, Mother Catherine,
Rococo, and Royal Orange, the last a White
Flower Farm introduction in 1970.
The cluster Daffodils—Cheerfulness, Cheerfulness Primrose, and Early Splendour—are old
and faithful friends of thousands of gardeners
everywhere. They are great for naturalizing in a
quiet, intimate place. It seems that every year a
large number of gardeners who have used. these
three buy more. One of them remarked, "It
sounds odd, I know, but I can always tuck in a
few of these delicately perfumed things."
The great trumpets are beloved, particularly
the white Beersheeba, Lord Nelson, and Oklahoma. Unsurpassable is a variety that is a vastly

improved form of King Alfred, a sensation in its
day. The 6 trumpet varieties listed all support
great, flowers on very strong stems. ( See Page 75.)
About 3 years ago, for reasons unknown, Narcissus February Gold, a cyclamineus hybrid, was
dropped from our list. It is a great variety. It is
not yet back in The Garden Book. You will find
it following with its complementary twin, February Silver, and Tete-a-Tete, relatively new, also
a cyclamineus and a great variety for forcing.
* 11si. cyclamineus February Gold. 828A. This species,
native to Portugal, rarely grows over 8 inches. It is
remarkably dainty, the golden petals reflexed, the
trumpet very long and narrow. The dark green
leaves are thin and delicate. This hybrid has somewhat larger flowers than the species. Compared to
other Trumpet Daffodils it's a midget. Clumps
tucked away in semi-shaded nooks are delightful to
come upon in early spring. Good for forcing.
Doz. $3,10, 25 $5.60, 100 $20.00
'N.c. February Silver. 828B. The blooms are
silvery-white. Good for forcing.
Six $2.90, Doz. $5.00, 25 $9.00, 100 $32.00
''''N.c. Tae-a-tEte. 828C. As the name suggests, 2
flowers (yellow), the petals slightly reflexed, sit
nearly side-by-side on each stern. If there is only
one bloom, that bulb doesn't feel at ease. Outstanding
for forcing.
Doz. $4.85, 25 $8.70, 100 $31.00

N aturalizing Daffodils is an art. The best

results are had from planting a sweep of one variety. To get the best effect, throw the bulbs as
gently as possible) to be sure they are irregularly
placed. If some are too close together, roll them
away a bit, again irregularly. Then space them
18 inches apart—they never look well planted too
close. A local gardener uses about 24-inch spacings and she gets a lovely effect after a few years
as each bulb becomes a strong clump. Of course,
using named varieties is a somewhat expensive
way to naturalize Narcissus; it is, however, the
most effective way.
Much less expensive is to naturalize by type,
i.e. by Flatcups, Trumpets, Pinks, or Poetaz
(Cluster) . We offer them all, and each is truly a
mixture of excellent varieties in each group. In
this kind of naturalizing you obviously get the
effect of the type without the purity of a sweep
containing a single variety. But naturalizing by
type has considerable charm because such a mixture contains so many different varieties, each

ill sibirica, (Blue Squill), take kindly to shade, even that of
evergreens, and, as they generally bloom before Snowdrops, they
make the first royal display of spring. Colonies increase in breadth
each year, birds and rain cause other colonies to p op u in the
most unexpected places.

interesting in itself and with a somewhat longer
period of bloom.
Most bulbs for naturalizing are bought out of
a bin labelled "Daffodils for Naturalizing", or
from a catalogue item which is equally blind insofar as intrinsic quality is concerned—size, one
criterion of quality, is, of course, easily ascertained. But you really have to know your mixture, for the run-of-the-mill ones are usually
made up of a few cheap varieties and priced to
sell. Price is one way to buy, we guess, but when
one considers how long a Daffodil planting lasts,
and how difficult it is to dig up a mixture that
turns out to be unattractive—well, it just seems
expensive in the long-term to buy a mixture you
don't really know. Also, cheap mixtures are usually composed of small bulbs which throw small
flowers and propagate slowly. As an amateur
years ago, we bought some, and all of them slowly
became thinner and thinner until they disap-

peared. About 10 years ago we were chatting with
the Van Eeden Brothers, our suppliers for many
years and one of Holland's fine old bulb houses,
and argued that there must be some way to produce a quality mixture by mixing varieties of all
types ( except miniatures) which would sell at a
price that would be reasonable for its quality. It
would, of course, contain only top-sized bulbs,
but, more important, it should be made up of
good named varieties. Our Dutch friends said it
could be done, but that it might prove so expensive that gardeners wouldn't buy it. We asked
them to send us 5,000. These were sold to nearby
gardeners we know. They didn't balk at the price
when they heard the recipe. And every year since,
these same gardeners have reordered in varying
amounts. All commented on their first planting
in nearly the same words. "It really is a mixture",
they said, and their tone indicated wonder and
amazement. Hundreds of gardeners have said the
same thing since then. This all goes to prove our

contention of 21 years; price is not the determinant most people think it is; in gardening, quality
is.
For years now "The Works", the name of this
mixture, has sold out long before the bulbs arrive.
Orders placed late probably cannot be fulfilled,
for the mixture cannot be reordered from Holland—the many named varieties which make it
up have already been planted for next year's
Daffodil crop. If one could eat Daffodil bulbs,
we'd buy far more, The Dutch, however, discovered in World War II that the things not only
did not taste good, but were highly indigestible.
Please get your orders to Litchfield a few days
before August 20. If you do, we guarantee delivery, even if we have to make it up out of stocks
of named varieties. The Front Cover shows a
planting of "The Works" in its second year. ( See
Page 76 for Daffodil Mixtures. )

All are show flowers. All are in very short supply;
we can take no orders after August 7.

The Grant E. Mitsch Daffodils

Dickcissel. 1504. Petals are luminous lemon-gold;
the crowns, fluted and flaring, open the same color
but turn almost pure white. There are usually 2 to 3
flowers on a stem. Lovely. 17 inches.
Each $2.75

Many gardeners believe that the Dutch are
the world's great Narcissus hybridizers. They
are not; they are the world's best growers of this
flower. Their breeding programs are pointed at
developing varieties which can be grown easily in
commercial quantities by the hundreds of thousands. The really great breeders are English or
Irish—and one American, with all of whom the
Hollanders are in close contact. The American,
Grant Mitsch, is now considered to be the best
in this highly specialized field. Jan DeGraaff,
the great breeder of Lilies, who got his start
hybridizing Daffodils and Tulips, says, "I have
seen the work of most of the great Daffodil hybridizers, and none compares with Grant Mitsch."
Following is a collection from Grant Mitsch. Not
one of them will ever become a King Alfred, produced by the millions for millions. They are
Tiffany-type varieties, and are in few gardens.
Only a few are expensive. They are never naturalized or planted in mixed borders—they are
planted by themselves in places one treasures.

Accent. 1500. "The most sensational pink I have
grown," says Mitsch. Petals flat, clean white, silkytextured; cup flared and highly-colored. Vigorous
and a good increaser. 18 inches.
Each $2.00
Aircastle. 1501. Flat, rounded petals open white,
turn greenish-beige; the crown is pale apricot-lemon,
its edge a deeper tone. Frequent exhibition winner;
vigorous and good increaser. 21 inches. Three $1.50
Allurement. 1502. Early-flowering pink. White
petals, the cup ruffled and frilled turns solid apricotpink shortly after opening and retains color well.
Blooms and increases freely. 17 inches. Three $2.40
Daydream. 1503. Petals are a rich sulphur-yellow;
the crown, nearly trumpet in size, opens yellow, pales
to pure white. A white halo on the petals greatly enhances its beauty. Bulb increase is excellent; flowers
keep condition exceptionally long. 19 inches.
Each $1.90

Euphony. 1505. The entire flower is a soft creamylemon, beautiful to contemplate. This aptly-named
flower has perfect form—it's a flatcup type. Vigorous
and a good increaser. A great show flower. 17 inches.
Each $22.00

Festivity. 1506. A magnificent, giant. Petals are
pure white and of perfect finish; the clear yellow cup
is large and welt-balanced. This has probably won
more prizes than any other Mitsch variety. Strong
grower, good increaser. 18 inches.
Three $2.25

Jubilation. 1507. A very large flower—call it striking. Petals are white and flat; the saucer-shaped cup
opens yellow but soon changes to rich buff-apricot.
Increases well.
Three $2.25

Leonaine. 1508. Most unusual coloring. Petals
overlap and are white; the large bowl-shaped crown
is pink, with a distinct lavender band midway between rim and base. Has near-perfect show form.
16 inches.
Each $1.30

Precedent. 1509. Tall and vigorous; unusual in
Fritillaria imperialis is the super-spring bulb
that produces super flowers in April—of brilliant hues. They do well in Zone 5, southward,
but in Litchfield's far colder climate we produced our first successful planting in 1972 in a
location protected from north wind and warmed
by heal from a basement wall.

--12

form, for the flower is placed so that it looks one
"right in the face." The lovely over-lapping petals
reflex distinctively; the crown is broadly banded
apricot-salmon paling a bit near the center. 22 inches.
Three $2.40
Oryx. 1510. A Jonquil form with tall stems which
carry 2 to 3 flowers each. It opens pale lemon-yellow.

The cup fades to nearly white, but the petals become
deeper yellow with age. Quite prolific, too. 19 inches.
Each $5.00
Smiling Maestro. 1511. One of the tallest of the
red-cupped Daffodils—and with one of the largest
flowers. The cup is really red. A spectacular variety.
23 inches.
Each $1.80
Waxwing. 1512. This second-generation trio ruirus
hybrid, ivory-white throughout, looks as if it had
been finished with wax. Good increaser. 19 inches,
Each $4.00

“Iiirapped in pleasant colors'
The Tulip did not reach England until the
reign of Elizabeth I, about 1597. An early owner
of a large planting—Tulips were very expensive
when first introduced—was fascinated, "My garden," he said, "is wrapped in pleasant colors!"
Nothing could be truer. If you use all the different
forms, your garden will be so wrapped from before Daffodils bloom to nearly the end of May.
Let us first discuss the Botanical or Species
Tulips, which only a few years ago were orphans
in this country, but which are now beginning to
get recognition. It's a guess that the conventional
Tulips we all know so well—Cottage, Darwins,
and the like—came from these Species several
thousand years ago; no one really knows. These
botanicals are a remarkably broad group of
plants; some are true miniatures, many others are
big and flamboyant like Red Emperor. Now the
remarkable Dutch hybridizers have produced
from the species a series of hybrids that is not
short of magnificent. Sterns are exceptionally
strong, blooms are large, colors are as gay as a
carnival. The flowers are long-lasting, remarkably
so—on the plant and indoors.
Botanicals have a distinct advantage over the
traditional Tulips (Cottages, Darwins, and the
like) : their life span. The traditionals are always
splendid in their first year of bloom. Gardeners
who plant them carefully can get a reasonably
good result the second year, but after that the
display has little garden value. If you insist upon
more mileage for your Tulip money, dig them
immediately after they have bloomed the second
season and plant them in the cutting garden;
you'll get small blooms for cutting the third year,
but after that dig and discard them. Digging,
after foliage has died back, removing the bulblet and replanting hiarnediately, and trying to

Hyacinth, as everyone knows, is
the sweetest flower of spring.
They are pleasant planted formally or in fine straight lines,
but they are just as pleasant naturalized, as these are, at the base
of a tree, There is a story going
the rounds that 16-17 cm. bulbs
are as satisfactory for the garden
as premium 18-19 cm. ones, many
of which are used for forcing.
Don't believe it. The larger bulbs
make a spectacularly better garden display—and put a few in the
refrigerator for forcinr! later on,
(See The Garden Book, Page
58.)

find a "cool, dry place" to store them over the
summer, seems to us just too much cost in terms
of time to be worth it ..anyway, we have never
had any success with this instruction one finds
in most, wirden books. Although Daffodils may
seem to be forever once planted, the traditional
Tulips certainly are not. Neither are the Botanicals, but, if they like their location, many will
thrive for 4 to 5 years, some longer. From this
point of view, any Tulip with a designated species in front of its name (kaufrnanniana, greigii,
or fosteriana or the like) is certainly a bargain, a
fact American gardeners are beginning to recognize. However, when it comes to bedding Tulips,
the Botanicals do not measure up to the conformity the Darwins, Cottage, and Lily-flowered provide.
We shall start with a charming miniature or
two in this group, then work up to the giants. The
I3otanical, T. linifolia, is a brilliant vermilion-red
in perfect tulip form that blooms very early on
4-inch stems. It lasts a long time and is utterly
lovely—plant it by a pathway. Also in this miniature-miniature league are Batalini Bright Gem,
Red Riding Hood, and Gaiety—Gaiety blooms
on 4-inch sterns seemingly rest on the low foliage.
There are now Yellow and Orange forms of
—I3 —

Red Emperor. The large Tulips based on the
species, T. greigii and kaufmanniana, are all
stunning, and in a list at the end there are a few
hybrids which are relatively new. All in The
Garden Book are excellent.
Not in The Garden Book, but headed there,
are two Botanical Tulips, one rather new, the
other older and used all over Europe, but hardly
at all in the United States. They follow:
TS. SoIva, A754. This is the best rose variety of
Red Emperor, which it follows exactly in form and
blooming period. 18 inches.
Six $3.15, Doz. $5.25, 25 $9.85, 100 $35.00
T. pulchelia violacea. 491A. Here is a charmer, reddish-violet in color (no, it isn't, magenta) which produces its small perfect blooms on 4-inch stems.
Because it blooms at the same time as Crocus, it is
called "The Red Crocus Tulip". Most Botanicals
bloom well before Daffodils; this is the only one that
blooms with Crocus.
Six $2.70, Doz. $4.70, 25 $8.45, 100 $30.00

Tulips everyone knows
Tulips discussed so far. except Red Emperor,
are not well known to many American gardeners,

