
SWODS SPRING MEETING March 17, 2002 2 PM 
The Drawbridge Inn Monks Hall I-75 & Buttermilk Pike 
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We've all driven by this hotel, The 
Drawbridge Inn, the site of our conven-
tion. But not everyone has been in it or 
knows what it has to offer. If one of 
our convention guests asks a question 
of one of our members, it will be nice 
if we have all the answers! 
Anne Wilson Issacs, our rep, will be on 
hand to give a guided tour of the facil-
ity and answer any questions. It's lar-
ger than it appears from the road, with 
lots of nooks and crannies. 
Anne promises to find out from Andy 
the Landscaper where he planted all the 
daffodil bulbs we gave him and she'll 
be able to point them out. Just in case 
they aren't poking their heads up by 
then! 

This will not be our usual pot-luck type 
meeting. Instead, the hotel is providing 
the room free of charge and SWODS 
will pick up the tab for cookies and 
drinks only. 
And by the way, have you made your 
room reservation yet? The total number 
of hotel room nights sold dictates how 
much exhibition space we receive at no 
charge. We lose our set-aside block of 
rooms on March 18. 
After the tour, we'll have our meeting, 
going over various aspects of the con-
vention, assigning last minute jobs, etc. 
We would like to have a headcount so if 
you are planning to come, would you 
please RSVP to Linda by March 1 at 
513-221-4140 or lwallpe@juno.com  ? 
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By Linda Wallpe 

night putting their flowers in so we'll 
want to make certain that anything they 
need is available. This is also the point 
where we should take empty tube and 
block boxes out and put them under the 
tables to facilitate an easy cleanup. 
The convention registration desk opens 
at 3 PM. Miggy Jacobs and Louise 
Rowe have both indicated that this 
would be a good sit-down job for them 
but additional help will be required. 
The Boutique set-up will be sometime 
Wednesday. Susan and Ted Ruoff may 
need help hauling and unpacking, and 
help staffing it on Thursday and Friday. 
Thursday morning flower show entries 
close at 9 AM. The area that was being 
used for staging will become the Ooh & 

We need you to think about what you 
would like to be doing during the event 
and how you can help. Think of it as 
the largest Flower Show we've ever 
staged -times two - plus an Ooh & Ah 
Daffodil Show, an Awards Ceremony, 
plus a Grand Dinner Party — and that's 
just the first 2 days. Then we go to 
lectures, workshops and garden tours 
on Friday and Saturday. Oh yes, and 
two grand banquets! 
Starting at about 9 AM Weds. April 17 
we'll start setting up the show floor, 
aiming to have it completely ready for 
use by 3 PM: tables draped, tubes 
filled and placed, markers set out. 
Some participants choose to stay up all 
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"...Think of it as the 
largest Flower Show 
we have ever 
staged..." 

"...I always stay at the 
Convention Hotel.... 
sleep a little longer.... 
schmooze ....crash for a 
bit ....quick shower..." 

Ah area. Starting at the back of the 
room, we'll roll 'em out and set the 
stage for entries in that show. 
Flower Show Judging begins at 10 AM. 
George McGowan is in charge of clerks 
and still needs a few. If you can help, 
please contact him at 937-862-4461 or 
GMCG3003@AOL.COM. 
Ooh & Ah Judging begins at noon and 
12 of my nearest and dearest friends 
have signed on to do it. Don't forget to 
think about what you might like to enter! 
Thursday 3 PM is the Awards Ceremony 
to be held on the show floor. Bill and I 
imagine a grand parade entry in costume 
similar to the affair in Louisville, some-
one (John Bloomstrom?) announcing the 
awards as Kirby Fong awards them. 
Have your costume planned and ready to 
go? 
Thursday evening is the Medieval Ban-
quet. I have visions of a grand parade 
around the Banquet Hall with appropri-
ate music. Serving Wenches have a big 
job that evening: they have to give out 
the awards for Best Costume. You 
know who you are, so start thinking 
about your judging criteria. And if any 
more SWODS gals want to sign on to be 
serving wenches, you'llbe in fine, good 
looking, fun company! You won't actu-
ally have to serve the food, though. 
Whew! Tired yet? 
Friday morning, 9 AM Helen Trueblood 
will be teaching the men to make a 
flower arrangement presentable enough 
for the dinner tables that night! We need 
someone(s) to assemble 25 kits, one for 
each table: utility or pocket knife, scis-
sors, containers, oasis and 'get them to 
the church on time'. Then gather the 

tools up, get the arrangements into a refrig-
erator, and be responsible for getting them 
on the tables that evening. 
At 10 AM, the scene shifts back to the 
showroom and mini-lectures for a short 
hour. 
At 11 AM, the buses start loading for the 
garden tour to Clermont County: Bill Lee 
& Hurst Sloniker's, Mary Lou Grip-
shover's, and the Cincinnati Nature Cen-
ter. Rebecca Koesters says that she has 
always envisioned herself as a bus tour 
leader. We will provide some helpful in-
formation about passing sights. Knowl-
edge of the Greater Cincinnati area is a ne-
cessity so who else sees themselves as a 
tour guide? Also, while at the gardens we 
need SWODS members to help serve up 
lunch and clean-up at the first stop of the 
day. 
Saturday morning at 11 we board the buses 
for the gardens of Don & Marge Caton's, 
the Wallpe's, and the Civic Garden Center. 
Tour guides and lunch help required for 
this also. 
Saturday evening is the Grand Banquet at 
Union Terminal. The centerpieces will be 
a do-it-yourself project involving Tinker 
Toys. We need a small team to be respon-
sible for 25 assembly kits once again, get-
ting them on the tables and removing the 
evidence. 
SWODS has always "flown by the seat of 
our pants" and it's one of the reasons it's 
so much fun. This convention is being 
handled no differently, at least while we 
are still at the planning stages and trying to 
incorporate events and activities that will 
make our convention unique. We are open 
to ideas and solutions and want to hear 
from you! 

Going to The Convention 
by Bill Lee 

I always stay at the convention hotel when I go to a daffodil convention. It's 
part of the experience. If I want to get to an early meeting, I can sleep in a little longer. 
If I want to stay after dinner and schmooze with various people, I can. And it's nice to 
have a spot to go in the middle of the day to kick off your shoes and crash for a bit or 
take a quick shower before donning finery for an evening banquet. There's a lot that 
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isn't on the program and if you get in a car and drive home or to a budget hotel 
at a different location, you miss out. I know for local SWODS members, staying at a 
hotel for a few nights might be a financial burden, but maybe you could arrange for a 
roommate and split the cost. Staying at the hotel is a little like taking a vacation. You 
get into the spirit of the convention and you don't have to worry about all those things 
back home. You're more relaxed and primed for fun. 
So do consider making a reservation at The Drawbridge Inn. Rooms are $92/night in 
the main building, $72 in the Garison Building, which is just across the parking lot. And 
as you've read elsewhere, we need to book a certain minimum number of rooms or we 
have to start paying through the nose for our exhibition and meeting rooms. 

OPTIONAL DAYTON SUNDAY TOUR 

When Ted Ruoff heard that the tour 
was going to the Air Force Museum he 
raved about what an impressive facility 
the museum was and remarked that 
when he lived in Dayton, he had vis-
ited Mrs. Aull's garden many times. If 
you've never been to these two places, 
this is your chance to go with old and 

new friends. 
Margaret Baird says that the display of Presi-
dential planes has been placed off-limits due 
to security at this time and we need to be 
aware of this. 
Margaret is in charge of organizing this so we 
know it is well in hand but if she asks for as-
sistance, please say yes! 

"...what an 
impressive facility the 
museum was... " 

SOME ITEMS THAT WE NEED 

Things we will need at all of the garden 
tour sites: 
Folding Chairs, Lawn Chairs 
Coffee Urns 
Card Tables 
Things we will need for flower arrange-
ments (three different banquets, 20 or 
more tables at each!): 
Utility Knives and Scissors 
Extra daffodils from your gardens 
Any flowers/foliage/flowering branches 
you can spare from your gardens 
Tinker Toys (they'll be returned) 
Boutique items: 

Any books or decorative items 
featuring daffodils you'd like to donate 
for sale; all profits benefit SWODS, not 
the ADS. 

If any one sees cheap paper ta-
blecloths and napkins with daffodils on 
them, let us know. 

Otherwise we will be reduced to 
using solid yellow ones. And Mary Lou 
Gripshover really wants daffy ones. 

For the show we are going to 
have to make some more blocks. If you 
can make some please let Bill know. 

"...Mary Lou really 
wants daffy 
ones! " 

A PLEA FROM BILL 

Could everyone please check for the SWODS properties they have and let us know. 
They do not have to count everything, just indicate what is in their containers (blocks, 
tubes, supplies, signs, etc.). 
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TEAM SWODS 
by Bill Lee 

"...that great 
SWODS team 
spirit 	" 

I've been a member of SWODS 
since about 1980 and always look forward 
to SWODS meetings. Sometimes the meet-
ing topics are exciting and informative, 
sometimes a little less so. But the people! 
I genuinely like the men and women of 
SWODS and enjoy our infrequent gather-
ings. There is such a variety of interests 
and backgrounds that I always learn some-
thing and I always have fun. Sometimes 
we have some petty differences, but we're 
all big enough to put them aside when we 
get together to play. 

And the team spirit! When Linda 
Wallpe and I talked about putting on a skit 
at the Louisville convention last spring to 
invite those attending to come to our con-
vention at The Drawbridge Inn this year, 
we thought we might entice or coerce a 
couple of people to don silly costumes and 
help do a small performance. We forgot 
about that great SWODS team spirit and 
ended up with a merry band of 13 who re-
hearsed well into the wee hours of the night 
before the presentation. We acted silly, 
laughed, enhanced the script, and had a 
blast. I went to bed afterward just bursting 
with pride over the spirit of cooperation and 
the teamwork. I think the audience the next 
night was also suitably impressed. 

I can't think of any other daffodil so-
ciety in this country that could have pulled 
off such a stunt. 

And then there are all the projects we 
worked on last year: we won a best single-
genus display award at the Cincinnati Flower 
Show, outdrew the other booths at Plant So-
ciety Weekend at Krohn Conservatory, and 
we increased the Peggy Macneale Daffodil 
Garden to nearly 500 cultivars in just its sec-
ond year. We hosted a dedication of the 
Peggy Macneale Daffodil Garden at which 
many guests asked for the name of our ca-
terer and we smiled and said our members 
did the food themselves (we'll show the 
video at the convention for those interested). 
We traveled to South Bend, IN for a weekend 
of bulb digging, then cleaned, bagged, and 
tagged thousands of bulbs. We sold bulbs at 
public events and through personal sales, en-
hancing our treasury. Some members gave 
garden club talks, some acted as ambassadors 
by judging at shows in other cities, and many 
of our members hold Board positions in the 
ADS, more than any other society I think. 
We're going to show the ADS how excellent 
a local plant society can be when we shine at 
our convention April 18-20. 

SWODS HISTORY 

ADS History Chairman Loyce McKenzie asked at the fall board meeting that all the local societies research and write 
their history. She'd like to include a history in the materials distributed at the 50th anniversary convention in Wash-
ington, D.C. in 2004. So we need someone to take charge of this undertaking. We'll need to interview some of our 
members who remember the first years. And everyone should search their files for any show schedules, meeting 
handouts, agendas, letters, and newsletters that can be used to help reconstruct our history. If you've got something, 
bring it with you to the March meeting. 
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From the Mcneale Family 

siblings 
and I are planning 
to attend the ADS 
convention in 
April. Since we 
live in 4 faraway 
locations ....the 
convention is a 
great excuse for us 
to get together in 
our hometown and 
with some of 
Mother's 
wonderful 
friends..." 

My siblings and I want to thank all of 
you who enriched the life of our mother, 
Peggy Macneale, by sharing her love of 
the daffodil. Most especially we want 
to thank all of you who were present at, 
and contributed so generously to the 
dedication of the Peggy Macneale Daf-
fodil Garden center last May 14. 

The very concept of a daffodil show 
garden at the Garden Center is terrific, 
and we share your hope that it will be a 
place where all can learn of the hun-
dreds of varieties possible to grow in the 
Cincinnati climate. To say that Mother 
was honored that it was to be named for 
her is an understatement. The many of 
you who were at the dedication created 
an amazing celebration. The plentiful 
and extraordinarily beautiful food, the 

daffodils flown in from northern climates 
arranged in baskets, and the warm and 
loving tributes all made for a very special 
day. 

Our mother was a remarkable woman, and 
we miss her terribly. But every time I re-
ceive a SWODS email or the latest ADS 
Journal, or visit the Garden Center, I am 
grateful all over again that she was blessed 
with friends and garden colleagues who 
shared her love of the natural world, and 
who continue to work to enhance its 
beauty. Thank you again for the joy you 
gave her and, more recently, have shared 
with us. 

Ellie MacNeale Elkington 

(for Neil, Don, and Margaret) 

From Debbie Oliver 

Last February I received this note from 
Debbie Oliver, President of the Cincinnati 
Garden Center. I have not published it 
until now due to lack of room. GEM 

From all of us at the Civic garden center a 
big bouquet of thanks for the very gener-
ous donation of bulbs and labor last No-
vember! The 200 cultivars including the 
Wister collection will be so welcome 
come Spring this year and for many to 
come. 

Jim Hansel and his GREEN TEAM have 
worked so hard to develop collections and 
to plan for the Civic Garden Center's fu-
ture growth. Your contribution came at a 
pivotal time in this garden and grounds 

development timeline. Thanks to your 
donation the daffodil display garden will 
become a reality and will help form the 
bones of several "collection/display" gar-
dens for the education and enjoyment of 
the general public and our membership. 

We truly appreciate your support. We all 
look forward to the first blooms of these 
new cultivars and will celebrate joyfully 
the dedication on Monday, April 9th the 
Peggy Macneale Daffodil Garden! 

Cheers to all your SWODS members and 
a sincere thank you. 
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dreds ofvarieties possibleto grow in the
Cincinnati climate. To say that Mother
was honored that it was to be named for
her is an understatement. The many of
you who were at the dedication created
an amazing celebration. The plentiful
and extraordinarily beautiful foo4 the

daffodils flown in from northern climates
arranged in baskets, and the warm and
loving tributes all made for a very special
day.

Our mother was a remarkable woman, and
we miss her terribly. But every time I re
ceive a SWODS email or the latest ADS
Journal, or visit the Garden Center, I am
grateful all over again that she was blessed
with friends and garden colleagues who
shared her love of the natural world, and
who continueto work to enhance its
beauty. Thankyou again for the joy you
gave her and, more recently, have shared
with us.

Ellie MacNeale Elkington

(for Neil, Don, and Margaret)

From Debbie Oliver

LastFebruary I receivedthis note from
Debbie Oliver, President of the Cincinnati
Garde,n Center. I have not published it
until now due to lack of room. GEM

From all of us at the Civic garden center a
big bouquet of thanks for the very gener-
ous donation of bulbs and labor lastNo-
vember! The 200 cultivars including the
Wister collection will be so welcome
come Spring this year and for many to
come.

Jim Hansel and his GREEN TEAM have
worked so hard to develop collections and
to plan for the Civic Garden Center's fu-
ture growth. Your contribution came at a
pivotal time inthis garden and grounds

development timeline. Thanks to your
donation the daffodil display garden will
become a reality and will help form the
bones of several "collection/display'' gar-
dens for the education and enjoyment of
the general public and our membership.

We huly appreciate your support. We all
look forward to the first blooms ofthese
new cultivars and will celebrate joyfully
the dedication on Monday, April fth the
Peggy Macneale Daffodil Garden!

Cheers to all your SWODS members and
a sincere thank you.
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REGISTRATION 
We emphasize that SWODS members need to register for the convention. You can fill out the form below 
or It can also be done on-line at www.swods.net  (where you can sign up for Paypal and pay your registra-
tion electronically by credit card) or by mail. Send completed registration form and check payable to ADS 
Convention 2002 to: 

Mrs. James Henninger, Registrar 
6119 Madison Road 

Cincinnati, OH 45227 

Name(s) 

Address 

City State, Zip 

Phone E-mail 

First name to be shown on badge 	  

This is my first ADS Convention (I'm a first timer) 

I'm willing to be a mentor (I'll help a First Timer!) 

	I plan to exhibit in the ADS National Show 

I plan to exhibit photographs in the ADS National Show 

	I plan to exhibit in the First-Ever National Ooh & Ahh Show 

Registration fee: Includes National Show, Fri. & Sat. tours, and banquets 

Before February 1, 2002 $235.00 

After February 1, 2002 $265.00 

Junior Registration $200.00 	(under 18 years of age) 

Optional Activities 

Friday: 

Hybridizer's Breakfast $ 15.00 OR Judge's Refresher Breakfast $ 15.00 	 

Additional charge if Judge's Refresher Credit is needed $ 3.00 	
 
Sunday: 

Dayton Tour: Aullwood Garden and Air Force Museum $ 40.00 	 

(Minimum of 20 participants required for Dayton Tour) 

Total Enclosed 

To assist planning, please indicate which of the following concurrent sessions you are most likely to attend (please check only three): 

Harold Koopowitz: Daffodil Genetics 
Kathy Anderson: Species 
Keith Kridler: Growing Daffodils 
Joe Hamm: Historic Daffodils 
Jason Delaney: Companion Bulbs 
Anne Donnell Smith: Notes for the Newcomer 
Jim Hansel, Panel Chair: Soil Preparation 
Dr. Michelle Andrews: Health and Gardening 

Z
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DAFFODILS TO SHOW & GROW 

The new issue has 400 more listings than the current edition. Bill Lee has arranged for SWODS to pur-
chase 25 copies at a discount. They will be available at the March 17th meeting for purchase at $6.25 per 
copy. 

Resources 

Cincinnati 

(Area Code-513) 

Dayton 
(Area Code-937) 

Bill Lee 752-8104 Peg Newill 885-2971 
Mary Lou Gripshover 248-9137 

Linda Wallpe 221-4140 Rebecca Koesters 426-7332 

Liz Ragouzis 221-1166 George McGowan 862-4461 

Dues Notice 
If the number above your name on the mailing label is not 2002 or higher, your $5 annual 

dues are past due. If that number is preceded by a "P", you are a prospective member and we would 
love to have you join our society and come to our meetings. We always have a lot of fun, great 
food, and even learn some things in the process. It's fun to be part of a plant society whose 
members actually enjoy each others' company. Besides, who can pass up the chance to work at a 
National Convention and free bulbs at the fall meeting's bulb exchange? 
Make checks payable to SWODS and mail to Liz Ragouzis, 425 Rawson Woods Lane, 
Cincinnati, OH 45220 
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