
APRIL 8 SWODS MEETING 
The first show season of the nineties is here! Ac-
cording to TIME Magazine, the Baby Boom genera-
tion has developed an interest in COMPETITIVE 
GARDENING, so let's let them know what there is to 
do with daffodils. We really have a lot to offer. One 
way to do this is to bring our prettiest, most unique, 
largest, or smallest daffodils to the Wegerzyn 
Horticultural Center in Dayton to the SWODS April 
14 show. 

Mary Lou and Paul Gripshover are having an 
Open Daffodil Garden from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on Sun-
day, April 8, 1990 at their home, 1686 Gray Fox Trail, 
Milford OH (513) 248-9137. This will be followed by 
the first SWODS meeting of the decade and a pot 
luck supper with those who can stay a little longer 
(bring own table service). If the Open Garden has to 
be cancelled because of rain, the SWODS meeting 
will begin at 3 p.m. A map is in this newsletter. 

The program topic will be GROOMING AND 
STAGING DAFFODILS. The theme of the program 
will be showing novice and new or less serious ex-
hibitors HOW TO SELECT AND TO PREPARE their 
flowers for maximum impact on the show table. All 
members should bring guests, flowers that need 
grooming or "before and after" examples. Exam-
ples of show kits (things you take with you to the 
show) will also be welcomed. One of the goals of 
the program will be to prepare novice exhibitors for 
their first show. Keep in mind that one way to get 
new members is to invite visitors to our meetings 
and shows. Mary Lou says to bring as many visitors 
as possible. 

It is hoped that experienced exhibitors (those 
who have won collection classes, etc.) will be gener-
ous with grooming and staging tips. I will 
demonstrate a grooming secret revealed to me by 
Clive Postle during my visit to him and Astrid at their 
home in England in 1985. The trick was used by 
their son to turn an ugly duckling 1W-W April Love 
into Clive's winning Best Bloom at the Daffodil Show 
1985 in London. Those who wish to demonstrate 
staging of 3's or 5's should ask Evadene Holyoke to 
bring tubes. 

RECENT AND FUTURE SWODS MEETINGS 
A spring or summer meeting will have to be scheduled 
to plan the 1991 show season. Peggy Mcneale will dis-
cuss this. Some notes about the summer and fall 
meetings in 1989: 

(June, 1989 meeting) There was a long write-up of 
this 1990 show planning meeting in the August 
SWODS newsletter. An offspring of Mary Lou's talk 
at that meeting was her article GETTING READY 
FOR THE SHOW in the recent Midwest Region 
NARCISSUS NOTES. Some of the suggestions for the 
April 8 demonstrations of show techniques were: 
Christine Hanenkrat--axial balance, Harold 
McConnell--keep red cups from burning, etc., Mary 
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Lou Gripshover--keep a flower out of water before at-
tempting to smooth or flatten petals, etc. Some per-
sons are also needed to talk more about how to show 
good, better, and best flowers and other realistic show 
situations. 

(August, 1989 meeting) The Sadlers exceeded their 
previous standards of hospitality (if possible) at the 
SWODS annual summer meeting. There was a large 
bulb exchange, and members and guests picked up 
many new cultivars to try. (One of the ways to obtain 
additional cultivars for showing is the summer/fall 
bulb exchange. Others include ordering from 
catalogues, individually and with experienced ex-
hibitors, gifts of bulbs exhibitors no longer wish to 
grow, trades, and purchases of slabs (small bulbs) at a 
discount from exhibitors who grow choice varieties 
you'd like to try.) 

Doris Shuster, well-known Dayton Daily News gar-
den columnist and SWODS member, gave a short but 

ormative talk on growing daffodils in perennial 
eds. It included many words of wisdom for members 

as well as guests. This spring will be a good time to 
look for spots in the yard and perennial border to plant 
new daffodil cultivars. A brief summary of her talk foi-

1 lows: 
Plan, map, and label. Make a map and date it. 

State a clear description of the bed being mapped. 
Wooden markers are preferable to metal ones which 
can cause accidents. Do not interplant perennials with 
daffodils after August 1 because of potential frost 
heaving (keep dry sand to add if their roots become ex-
posed in the winter, however). Dig the holes for the 
bulbs deep for good drainage beneath the bulbs. The 
clay soil in this area can be improved with sphagnum 
peat moss, compost, and gypsum (add spring and fall, 
takes two years to show effects). Dig to spade depth. 
Make sure fertilizer does not touch bulbs. Water, 
mulch. Four inches of mulch will take care of weeds. 
Feed bulbs in the spring. Use "chicken feeding" 
routine. That is, scatter fertilizer on bulb and peren-
nial beds. Use 5-10-5 (also 5-10-10 or individual mix) 
fertilizer. 

Keep good records. Update during blooming, dig-
ging and planting season. 

(October 1989 SWODS meeting before Regional 
Meeting) Further show plans were discussed, and 
more Swods Gem, 2Y-Y were sold. Those who are 
considering bringing dishes to the potluck luncheon 
after show entries close on the 14th should contact 
Gladys Rupert and Celia Stafford. Show tags for the 
April 14th show will be brought to the April 8 meeting. 

1990 SWODS SHOW 
A show schedule is included with this mailing. There 
will be a potluck luncheon after show entries close, 
so be sure to bring a covered dish and table service. 
We'll all be hoping that the early season leaves some 
flowers to show. Don't forget the April 8 meeting at 
the Gripshovers for tips on exhibiting. 
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DUES NOTICE 
It's that time of year again. 1990 dues are due at show 
time. Send check for $5.00, payable to SWODS, to Liz 
Ragouzis, 425 Rawson Woods Lane, Cincinnati, OH 
45220. Or catch Liz or Bill Lee at the April 8 meeting 
or the Dayton show and save the postage. As usual, 
the two digit number above your name on the mailing 
label indicate the last year our records show you have 
paid dues. 

Cincinnati Flower Show 
On April 27-29, at Ault Park, Cincinnati will have a 
flower show in the style of the Chelsea Flower Show. 
An ADS daffodil exhibit will be one of the features. 
Recent information is that the hoped-for small daffodil 
show will not be a feature of this flower show. This is 
an activity SWODS members should support. 
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DUES NOTICE
It's that time of year again. 1990 dues are due at show
time. Send check for $5.00, payable to SWODS, to Liz
Ragouzis, 42-5 Rawson Woods Lane, Cincinnati, OH
45220. Or catch Liz or Bill Lee at the April 8 meeting
or the Dayton show and save the postage. As usual,
the tno digit number above your name on the mailing
label indicate the last year our records show you have
paid dues.

Cincinnati Flower Show
On April 21-29, atAult Park, Cincinnati will have a
flower show in the style of the Chelsea Flower Show.
An ADS daffodil exhibit will be one of rhe fearures.
Recent information is that the hoped-for small daffodil
show will not be a feature of this flower show. Tbis is
an activiry SWODS members should support.
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