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TALK ABOUT DIGGING 
Linda Wallpe 

Again this June, a group of ambitious souls 
went to John Reed's Oakwood Daffodils in 
Niles, MI, to dig bulbs. There were nine and 
as a group, we outdid ourselves! Besides 
the SWODS members, Mike Berrigan and 
his son, James, traveled from Minneapolis 
on Thursday to dig for their group (an 11-
hour trip!). 

Donna Dietsch had planned on going, 
traveling with Betsy Detmer. Unfortunately, 
Donna's father ended up in the hospital at 
the last minute, cancelling her plans. Betsy 
elected to go next year and Donna says she's 
looking forward to it, too. We hope that 
Donna's father is doing better now that he's 
home. 

Harold McConnell once again proved 
himself to be the great organizer. Bins, bags, 
markers, punched tags, you name it, Harold 
had it. Peggy Macneale traveled with Bill 
Lee. They made a pitstop in Indianapolis to 
obtain some formalin to dip the bulbs in but 
still arrived Friday night. With John and 
Sandy Reed, there were enough people for a 
party Friday night. Twelve-year-old James 
Berrigan proved to be a very knowledgeable 
and entertaining young person, according to 
Peggy. 

Some were early risers and in the field by 
7:00a.m. Others straggled in later in the 
morning. Joann Caudill and John Farrell left 
home at 6:00a.m. and arrived about 
11:00a.m. Don and Marge Caton and Linda 
and Paul Wallpe started out Friday evening, 
spending the night near Peru. (Yes, Paul 
and I were the last to arrive but we had a 
really good breakfast! Besides, I needed the 
extra time to further convince Paul that he 
needed to be doing this.) 

Peggy Macneale, the avid bird watcher, saw 
many varieties (Dickcissel, Indigo Bunting, 
Catbird) and shared her knowledge with all. 
When she arrived at the Reeds', they told 
her about these chicken-like things that they 
kept seeing across the road. Springing into 
action, she rapidly and thrillingly found 
three Ruffed Grouse. Relating this find to 
the late arrivals, she asked Paul Wallpe if he 
had ever seen a Grouse. "Yes," he replied. 
"I wake up with one next to me every 
morning." 

Digging commenced in earnest; we're 
talking long rows here! A couple of people 
drove into town for a hamburger, some had 
coolers with provisions. Marge Caton found 
WalMart and bargains galore: a lawn chair, 
gardening gloves, etc. Harold tagged and 
bagged and couldn't keep up with the 
diggers, Bill, Don, Paul, and John. And the 
cleaners and sorters, Joanne, Marge, and 
Linda couldn't keep up with Harold or the 
diggers. Peggy dug in the morning and 
cleaned in the afternoon. (Yes, this is the 
same woman who just celebrated her 85th 
birthday.) 

About 4:30p.m. all were ready for a shower 
and swim, so we stopped for the day. 
Harold figured we probably had 6000 bulbs. 
Back to our rooms for a shower and then 
everyone met at the Ramada for a swim. 
The water was a little chilly but a few 
braved it anyway. Very invigorating. In 
conversation, all agreed that we had enough 
bulbs and had cleared the three rows that 
John needed clearing, so on Sunday we 
would just pick up the bins of bulbs. 

The Berrigans joined us, and dinner was 
another party, with good conversation, at the 
Steak and Ale. In appreciation, Sandy and 
John Reed were guests of SWODS. With the 
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digging, swimming, dinner and a little wine, 
everyone slept well. 

Peggy and Bill stopped at John's for a final 
farewell and then headed home. For some 
the weekend didn't end there. The Catons 
went looking for family graves in a nearby 
Michigan town. The Wallpes and Joann 
Caudill and John Farrell took a more scenic 
route. But we all agreed to aim for the 
Auburn Automobile Museum just north of 
Fort Wayne. Arriving almost at the same 
time, we proceeded to tour this wonderfully 
restored building, the original Auburn 
factory. The cars were superb and everyone 
had their favorites. Joanne and Wallpe liked 
the fin-tailed Auburn. I liked the 1898 
Black Carriage but there was this really neat 
Mercedes.... 

Asking at the Museum, John and Wallpe 
determined that the best place to eat a late 
lunch would be the Auburn House in 
downtown Auburn. And they were right: 
the Sunday fried chicken buffet was 
delicious. After lunch the caravan proceeded 
south on Rt. 27, rediscovering the 
backroads. Great trip! 

Now the cleaning, dipping, sorting, and 
bagging begin. Sign up for more fun! 

In case you didn't know, the bulbs dug at 
John Reed's will be sold at several events 
this fall to raise money for SWODS. Why 
not volunteer to help man the SWODS 
tables at these various events? 

Meeting Date: The summer SWODS 
meeting will be held on Sunday, July 25, 
1999, at Cox Arboretum, in Dayton, 
beginning at 1:00p.m. We will begin with a 
potluck lunch, and end with sharing daffodil 
bulbs. Matters to be discussed during the 
business meeting include the Year 2000 
Daffodil Show which will be held in 
Dayton. Plans for the ADS convention to be 
held in Cincinnati in 2002 will also be 
discussed. The program will be one in 
which we hope everyone participates. 
Please come prepared to tell us about your 

favorite daffodil. If by chance you've dug 
that cultivar this year, maybe you'd like to 
share one with us. If you have a slide or 
picture of it, bring that along, too. And, 
please bring any extra bulbs for a bulb 
exchange or a SWODS sale. Mark your 
calendar now, and plan to come and have a 
good time. Family members might enjoy 
the wildflower gardens and the butterfly 
garden while the meeting is in progress. 

DUES are now payable. The number on 
your address label indicates the last year for 
which you have paid dues. If it's not 99 or 
higher, send a check to Liz Ragouzis, 425 
Rawson Woods Lane, Cincinnati, OH 
45220. Or pay her at the meeting. Where 
else can you get so much for $5.00 a year? 
A "P" with the number indicates a 
prospective member, and we hope you'll 
decide to join us. 

Challenge Bulb: The Challenge Bulb for 
the year 2000 show is 'Colley Gate.' This is 
a wonderful 3 W-YOR bred by John Lea. It 
was registered and introduced by Clive 
Postles, and since Clive no longer exports to 
the U.S., this is a good chance to get a bulb. 
Bulbs will be available at the meeting for 
$3.00 each. 
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