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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
As you receive your spring newsletter, spring is around the corner in Middle
Tennessee. For daffodil enthusiasts, this is a much anticipated time to enjoy
the fruits of our fall labor! We just have to cross our fingers and hope that
mother nature cooperates. Hopefully we will all have many beautiful blooms
for our local show April 4th and 5th!

Our spring meeting is planned for Sunday, March 29th at 1:00 pm at
Cheekwood Botanical Gardens, Botanic Hall. We have a great meeting
planned which should appeal to both daffodil novices and seasoned veterans
as well. Come dressed to walk! We are planning a walking tour of
Cheekwood’s daffodil gardens at the conclusion of the meeting.

As I head out of office, well as President anyway, I am grateful for our new
members who share our enthusiasm for daffodils as well as the long-time
MTDS members who have helped me greatly during the past 3 years. I want
to personally thank Annie Owen and Susan Basham for stepping in to take
over as co-presidents! I will however continue to be the show chairman and
treasurer so I won’t be far away!

I wanted to send out a special thank you to Becky Fox Matthews and Kathy
Welsh for planning and executing a really great fall board meeting which was
attended by several of our members. It was not only very interesting and
informative but profitable! MTDS earned $949.73 in income due to Becky
and Kathy’s remarkable planning and exceptional attendance!

Hope to see you on March 29th!
Ann McKinney, MTDS President
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MINUTES FROM THE LAST MEETING
The fall meeting of the Middle Tennessee Daffodil Society was held
at the home of Ann McKinney on Sunday, Ocotber 12th at 2:00pm.

Ann welcomed existing MTDS members and new members. Ann
made a few announcements regarding changes at Cheekwood. Ann
was notified by Sandra Frank that Cheekwood would no longer be
able to store MTDS properties. Ann discussed alternatives for
storage.

Becky Fox Matthews offered to take over as the MTDS webmaster
and discussed the possibility of having ADS host our site.

Becky Fox Matthews’s gave an overview of the pending ADS fall
board meeting that she was helping host. She stated that all MTDS
members were welcome to come and shared the itinerary.

Ann McKinney gave the treasurer’s report. She stated that there was
a balance of $306.91 in the checking account and a CD with
Suntrust bank in the amount of $3000.00 which is set to mature on
January 13, 2009.

Ann showed a powerpoint presentation titled Judging Daffodils 101.
The program included a discussion of positive attributes of each
division of daffodil as well as common faults. Pam Braun asked if
Ann would be willing to share the program. Ann stated that she
needed to add in a few more photos in the spring and would be
willing to sell the program to interested groups.

After the program, the bulb swap took place. Ann had purchased a
number of bulbs from Brent and Becky’s and received some from
Kathy Welsh. Additionally, Becky Fox Matthews and Annie Owen
brought bulbs to share. Everyone in the group left with a handful of
bulbs to plant.
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With no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

DUES:
Ann McKinney, MTDS Treasurer reports that the following
members have paid their 2009 dues. If your name is not on the list,
please either send a check to Annie Owen at 1203 Natchez Road,
Franklin, TN 37069. Dues are $10 for individuals and $15 for a
family
Darla Adams Edy Johnston*
Sue Adams Cayce Joyce
Susan & Ray Basham Alice Mathews
John Beck Becky Matthews
Andrew Buhler Ann McKinney
Pam Braun Sherry Moran
Anne Cain Anne Owen
Mary Calhoun Di Anne Phillips*
Lori Emery Mary Ellen Rader
Susan Harlan Margo Sherrick
Robert Hicks Susan Sinclair

Debbie Rieke*
Anne Wires*

*denotes new members this year

PROPOSED SLATE OF MTDS OFFICERS 2009-2010
Co -Presidents: Susan Basham and Anne Owen
Membership Chairman: Anne Owen
Treasurer: Ann McKinney
Show Chairman: Ann McKinney

TREASURER’S REPORT: 02/28/09
Beginning Balance Checking: 9/1/09: $ 306.91
Income: $1,124.68
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Expenses: $ 391.33
Ending Balance Checking: 2/28/09: $1,540.26

CD Balance: matures 02/13/2010, APY 2.70% $2,500.00

ADS OFFICERS:
Ann McKinney - Southeast Regional Director
Dick Frank – ADS Counsel
Becky Fox Matthews – 2nd Vice President
Bonnie Campbell – Southeast Regional Vice President

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!!
Becky Fox Matthews has kindly taken over as our new webmaster
and redesigned and moved our website to be hosted by the ADS.
Check it out!

www.daffodiltn.org

LOCAL ACCREDITED JUDGES:
Becky Fox Matthews
Sandra Frank
Dick Frank
Ann McKinney
Amanda McKinney
Nancy Keen Palmer
Patrice Winters

MTDS SPRING MEETING: SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH 1:00PM
AT CHEEKWOOD BOTANICAL GARDENS
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If you are not a member of Cheekwood, but are planning on
attending the meeting, please let the gate attendant know that you
are attending the MTDS meeting and they will not charge you. The
same is true for the weekend of the show if you are coming to either
help or exhibit. see note below from Lee Ann Lomax of
Cheekwood:

Guests who are attending your meeting on the 29th will not be charged an
admission fee. They just need to let the person working the gate know that
they are here for the MTDS meeting. MTDS members who are working at
the show the following weekend will not be charged an admission fee
either. Members of the general public who are coming to see the show will
be charged our usual gate fee.

$10 - Adults
$8 - Seniors (65 +)
$5 - Youth (6 - 17), College Students w/ ID and Active Military Personnel
w/ID
Free - 5 and Under
$30 - Household Cap

SPRING MEETING AGENDA:
Ø Elections
Ø April Show Details
Ø Show dates for 2010
Ø Daffodil grooming and staging
Ø Program: Daffodils from the 2008 World Daffodil Tour

including England, Northern Ireland and Holland
Ø Walking tour of Cheekwood’s daffodil gardens

Below is a preview of Becky’s wonderful photos that she
will be sharing:
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Nial Watson (Ringhaddy Daffodils, N. Ireland) working
with his flowers at the London Daffodil Show

The fairyland setting of Ringhaddy Daffodils in N. Ireland,
surrounded on three sides by water
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Brian Duncan's front yard in Omagh, N. Ireland...wait till you see
the back where he grows his flowers and seedlings

As you can tell, Becky had wonderful sights to see and
she is a fabulous photographer so we will all be in for a real
treat!

Early Spring Daffodil Care:

Ø Early foliage, heavy frost … what to do: There really isn’t too much you
can do if foliage comes up too early. In most cases, additional foliage
will grow to give the bulb the energy it needs to produce future blooms.
Only on occasion will the bulb be so damaged that it can’t recover.
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Unless temperatures go down into the teens with buds considerably
above the ground, they will be fine. If buds are way up, you can cover
them with a pot to protect them, although if you grow a lot of daffodils,
this probably is not realistic. If a late deep freeze hits when foliage is
mature, a fungicide can be sprayed to prevent bulbs from rotting.

Ø Winter/spring watering: The more water daffodils receive during the
growing season (from planting until foliage begins to yellow), the larger,
smoother and brighter colored flowers will be produced. Soaker hoses
work well. Water daily beginning March 1st. Watch out for freezes
though. The single most important thing that you can do to improve
your blooms is to water them when there is less than an inch of rainfall
per week in the fall and spring.
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