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OBSERVATIONS

FOR THE GROWER

Daffodil Breeding

The final paragraph of our Seattle
noles, page 1046, read as follows: “Sam-
uel, Goodell, a Seattle man, is raising
somhe of the finest English Daffodils in
thig country. The color of these Daffo-
dﬂs s exquisite and they measure 436in,
linmeter. They ore not the original
Lnghsh variety but originated by cross-
ing some of the best Englmh Daffodils
and are far superior to their parents,”

Such is the note and it comes as a
vift in a dark ecloud. It discloses the
fuct that at least one man realized a
few years ago that America ought to
stand in in the ﬂevelupm\-ut of the Nar-
cissus family,  Whether Mr, Goodell se-
cured the finest and latest novelties as
were in commerce in England, five or
8iX years ago one knows not. He alone
can tell us what varieties he used for
crossing, and by that it will be, perha)
hﬁsélb[a to jud e how far behind the

ritish raisers ) Gaoodell is.

The report of Lh( R, H. 8. Daffodil
Show held in Lnn(lau April 13, in the
. A, reads:  “For ary past, it has
been said that the lllr\lt of improvement
with  regard Nareis had  been
reached; it would have b amusing if

the makers of such remarks could have
been placed in front of Messvs. Barr &
Sons or Mrs, Backhouse's seedlings, some
of which w streets and stre nhead
of anything previously seen. One very
successful raiser declaved he had never
seen such wonderful things in his wild-
est dreams.”

During the war, no special Daffodil
shows were held in Iungland but through-
out that period, all the breeders were,
each  season,  flowering  successional
batches of scedlings and doubtless it was
these secdlings that were shown at the
recent exhibition, No one, whose knowl-
edge does not extemd beyond varieties,
such as Emperor, Empress Seagull, Al-
batross, Van Waveren's Ginnt, King Al-
fred, and so forth, ean |ms,|i.|l\- conceive
what stage of dew.lop:umt bas now been
reached.
The

R

&

referred to states that
Mus. Backhouse (presumably a
relative of the pioneer Daffodil breeder),
“eoutributed a small but truly wonderful
collection ¢f her own raising. The fea-

report

ture of this exhibit was the wealth of .

red eups; thcm were 1n(bmps nearly
as large as Vaklct b
red cups, alsa nmuy beautiful Bar

brilliant red eyes. " This was one of the
choicest collections uf seedlings ever seen
at the R, H. 8.

Only those who me familiar with the
startling but wenk variet: W ||
cau imaging what these Backhous
lings arve really like and as AWill s
let has been in commerce more than a
deende, one may safely assume the ad-
vance to be amazing.

Huve we no enthusiasts, equal to those
who are devoting themselves to orehids
amd Roses. who will take up the cultiva-
tion and show us modern Daffodils sueh

as have been developed by the lsh,
Austr n and New Zealand raisers?

It is too much to expeet that home
productions in  Daffodil novelties, can
equal those of Barr, Englebeart, Back-
house. ilson, Pearson. Bath  Chapman
a others, some of whom

ding for 25 years or more. The
od that elapses between crossing and
sowing, gives these raisers Fully

rs
years lead, even if one invests in thei
Iatest prudur-tzﬂns.

Some  of
ways prepared to sell the entire stocks
of their best seedlings and, it may be
added. a stock of n few bulbs costs con-
siderably less than has been pu:d for
many orchids, The highest price ever
asked for a single bulb of n variety put
into commerce was $250, this being the
figure that prevailed for several seasons
for bulbs of Mrs. Krelage, a large white
trumpet of Duteh origin.

Many n stock of a good seedling has
changed hands for M(N) or less, and not
a few cut flower growers have invested
in such stocks to enable them to con-
trol the cut flower output of such va-
rieties.  Some of these seedlings are
eminently suitable for the ecut fower
trade, having folinge like a flag Iris,
stems over 2t in length and fowers of
enormous proportions and extraordinary
substance,

N o al- !
the British raisers are al- : perfeatly dry.

;. Melons,

The Lily Tulip

The Garden Magazine for the current
manth contains a brief but Incid disser-
tation on this new type of Tulip, written
by Joseph Jacob. a well knowxn English
authority on bulbs. The Lllr Tulip is
of hybrid origin, raised by E. H. Krelage
& Sons of Haarle Holl land, by crossing
:[_‘ retroﬁe!a with various Darwin va-

Tlmaa familiar with T. retrofiexa can
readilv conceive a general idea of the
Lily Tulip. The shape is_similar, the
petals when expanded in full sunshine
recurving to form a Lily-like flower. The
blooms. however, are larger and the
%toms longer than of the parent retro-
ex:

The first of the new type was ex-
hibited in 1912 at one of the R. F. 8.

shows when it gained an F. C. C.
The writer well remembers the ex-
hibit: a Jarge vase of rich rose colared

flowers, g and well
named “Siren.” er varieties of
the same type have since heen intro-
duced. namely. Adonis. deep rosy ved,
and  Artemi r'urrmrw with white hase
These Tily tozother with numer-

ous rare varieties of other tvpes. are
being grown at the New York Ratanieal
{"nrﬂrnw. ﬂnd their flowering period is
almost

The L|I1 Tulips
perfectly  hardy  and
muareaver, thev foree ns
Coreland. a Darwin variety
ns Sweet Lavender.

Other eolors in this new trpe are be-
ine  develoned and  these, FOTPANY
with nnmerons ernss bro ol by the
late Walter T, Ware, hill fair ta create
a still greater interest in ’!‘ulmc

Reverting to_ our
Qarden  Magazine, this is nn
noteworthy for its beantiful nictures of
rarden and other seenps One  denicts
the famous General Sherman. the giant

have nroved to be

rapid inereasers;
adily_as Wm,
often sold

in

Seonoia riranten to he the oldest
living_rreated object in the world. It
was 21 voars Christ was

born : Inst
2700 high and had a eireumference of
102 8ft.

A view of the Creptomeria avenue at
o, Japan, is nlso of eveat intersst,
avenne evterds for 24 mileg alone
highwav leading to the tomb of
father of the second Shogon of
The avenune was
beine completed
s to eomplete,

fhe
Teyasu.
the Tokugawa dynast

planted as_a memor
in 1651, Tt took 20

White Fly

This nest is recognizedly n serious one,
i hat  nelther  spraying nor
with Tobaceo products are
elfective against it,

Craniding is considered to be the only
remedy and this fumigzant must be used
at frequent intervals to insure the
strnetion of the successive broods of
seale-like Iarvie  until all are cleared,
Some antho!

e of
1000

evanide of potas luin for every

eu. ft. but g sodinm_eya-
nide is to be preferred, as it is less liable
to injure the piants. A well-known
eardener  wri to  The Gardeners

Chrowicle, Tondon, savs he has found the
most effective method of t;catmg white
fly is with sodium eyanide 3 oz.; nhos—
phoric acid, 3 oz : water 1 oz to e
1000 en. ft., used in an Edwards’ c_y:m\d-
ing mahcine.

These quantities

will not harm the
tenderest plants, ineluding Cucumbers,
Tomatoes, Helintrope, Poinset-
tin, Cyclamen, Schizanthus and many
others.  The best temperature for eyn-
niding is 50 deg., and all plants must be

the sulpburie acid-eyanide
the water must be placed

As  with
rombination,

in the vessel first, then the acid, the
cyanide last: for safety reasons this
chemieal should be dropped into the

dishes from the outside,
The specia] machine referred to, is
not essential, although advisable.

Double Cinerarias

A contemporary  writer reeorrh the
fact that a wer, . A z of
Cheviot, Cincinnati, Obio, is pnvmg con-
erable attention to double Cinerarias
ich. he thinks. will go toward renla~-
ing the Azalea. It is open to some donbt
a8 to whether the Azalea can he replaced,
least of all by any form of Cineraria,

de- .

Respeciing double Cinerarias, it must
not be inferred that these are something
novel or new. Double Cincrarias are as
old as the hills, but have never won
favor because they lack the grace aund
charm which many single forms possess.
It must be confessed, however, that even
the singles have, in late years, depreci-
ated in popular faver and the various
stellate forms have mot materially as-
sisted the Cinerarin into old time esteem.
Their tendency to softness makes them
fall short of being good market plants,
although for conservatory decoration the
Cineraria_is decidedly showy. Its at-
traction for greenfly is another of its
drawbacks, Double Cinerarias, as stated.
are not so showy as the singles, and to
get them with certainty they must be
propagated from cuttings.

There is little likelihood of a really
relinble strain of doubles being developed ;
seedlings, are paturally variable, and this
is  quite undersmndable, becanse the
greenhouse Cineraria is_considered to be
a real hybrid, more than two species
being concerned in its origin.

Unless the strain referred to is a real
break away from the doubles of the past.
one cannot conceive them ereating much
enthusiasm.

Timing a Flower Crop

Our Pittsburgh correspondent refers to
the fact that some ple are inclined
to think that flowers can be produced
on a certain date. the same ns a manu-
factured article and becnuse prices for
white Carnations on Mother's Day rise
ahove normal, such people chant “wear
flags.™ .

It eoes without saying that a grower
cannot contral a erop of Carnations to
the extent of meeting an abuoormal de-

| mand on one particular day and’ set it

!that the most

¢ the horse is the thing.

back to normal the next day. Plants
are living things and their development
eannot be hastened or stopped in the
same way s an auto is speeded up or

| stopped.

There is, however, much in the art
of timing and it will usually be found
successful growers are
those who get their crops at the maxi-
mum around a given date.

Cultivation does not Affect Rainfall

less popular belief that
noticeably affected the
rainfall in recent vears. is disproved by
the records tabulated by the "“National
Weather and Bulletin.” The ree-
ords dating hack 50 years of North and
South Dakota, Western Minnesota and
numerous other States, make it evident
that what ineveased crops have been
produced are due to better farm methods
ud proper crop rotation. rather than to
inereased precinitatio Cultivation pre-
vents evaporation and the soil is thereby
able to retain its moisture. R

So fav as we are aware there is mo
means of inereasing the natural rainfall,
except by tree planting. Records from
various parts of the world show that cli-
matic conditions and partienlarly rain-
fall. are influenced by trees, For this
reasom  the Tuoropean forestry experts
are all for nlantine millions of trees to
renlnce those et down during the war,

A more or
enltivation has

Horses vs. Autos

Mannfacturers of auto trucks are
variably nble to demonstrate to th
own satisfaction that motor haulage is
far and awav snperior to horse’ traction
The one renl thing that counts is_cost
and, from a cireular issued by the Horse

‘Associntion of America, we are interested.
i to find that one big manufacturing con-
I rern in this city is of the opinion that

for all bot_really Ioue out of town hauls

Thiz firm has used some ‘24 horses for
the nast 80 years. but recentls invested
in two 2-ten trucks. costing 85500 aniase
and after sama weaks of service the feel-

ing is that the horse rosts less to rum|

and. for all but long. journeys. is ennal
to the auto truck for soeed. Fiven dnr-
ing the worst of the storm period -when

trucks were in diffienlties the horsés mat”

through. Under acteal eitv. conditions
the speed of the auto truck goFs fnr
nothing.
The firm referred to has “devoted mw-‘l
attention to costs of rumning and; while
onen to conviction otherwise. is of the
opinion that the working costs of horse
fraction are much easier to follow and
that the gervies save an the Inng hauls,
is better than the truck.

Bullply of seaso f
all of which " are made
premises. *Mr. Ryan js p
mense stock of . clam,
ferd(ghnstmas.
condition, . g0 ‘are also Jargs
Roses, Hydrangeas an
S
ocks an ve.rfews
Tul when the great xm;"ﬂl e h'“‘
r. Ryan claims th.u a
his suceess is due to
advertising in the vight

saw two years' service iu the
and is now_ connected with
Fairbanks Co. of Boston.' W
une. '

BURLINGTON,

Mass, Tlu; Walm .

homsestead and: farm on' Witn st which
fami

"Thomas
Dobbins and hm brather- WmA I Dnhbms
of Woburn, -~ The Dobbins brothers: ate
well-known - market gardeners and flo.
rists, Mr. Walker has conductad - the
farm for 28 years. te awner hus
under consideration an offer from Harrg
8. Kelsey who has- vecently puvchased
several thousand - acres of  Ewn
lnnds near Tampn, Fla., whem
develop_ market - gardening a
tion. He has tendered to. m— Wnlker
the position of ) mnﬁuﬂent of “erop
prud\mtmn, sey. hng - already
laced- in Ehnrge of forestration Work ex-
gta te Forestet Rane of Mauaehm:ls

WATERBURY, Cum'l W, T Mas
ning, the
committee on. a,pn.l istributed- sev-

eral” hundrved dollais’  worth
shrubs. trees. and evergieens
along in. the  “City - Beautif
paign. Mr, Manning ani ]
mussen started  the. distribs
o’clock in the marning. . The shrulli e]gme

Chase of Middlebury.

Barrg, Mass—The greenh
merly owned and used by Gwm B 5'
monds will soon bhe taken dlmn ::l‘:idnu;i'

land cleared. . This  leave:
Barre wilhout ‘n forisk an
dener,  Mr. Simonds’ supn
for many years.

The demand for
still good; in fact it is keegmg ug g:zlvn
the supply which ' is.:growing e f
Potted plants ‘also, are sﬂ'uin; readily

weddlnm

merals and
while corsage. bougquets und‘ g
opular .

R ¢ wholesaling
wards Iéarnati‘onq are bringing 12¢ 10
15c.; Nweet Peas go for §2

1as and Lilies aell for
dragon fram $1'to

The h:ighﬁ prices - la;-:\m
treet’ an 0OrWay. -

:mr:H amount . of noor mua hthandled
stocls. e
N g““t; w‘ baskel pre;tinlr ar-
ranged with cut flowers, xtmct L D.

attention at the ﬂower
udunl in-
is n£ store o

e " Holyoks nd ,h‘
deners and Florists’ Club

uesday evening at ithe
Gnllwun Smlths Fe:r_y




