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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

FDS Annual Bulb Sale-  
 Date: October 18, 2014 

 Time: 9-1 

 Place: Laundry Cottage- Goodwood 

Museum and Gardens 
 

For the first time, FDS has been asked to participate 

in the Goodwood Gardeners Fall Garden Sale.  

Thanks to help from Board Member Tiffany 

Bourissa, we have developed a plan.  People 

entering the garden will receive our literature, 

including a new flyer with information on FDS 

daffodil research at Goodwood.  In front of the 

Laundry Room, we will have signage and a table to 

recruit prospective members.  Emphasis will be 

placed on growing tazettas and we will have 

tazettas, including Erlicheer, for sale.  As Tiffany 

pointed out – it is the hardest daffodil to kill!  
 

On October 18, when you get to the sale you will 

find your order in a bag.  Loose daffodils, left-overs 

and bagged fertilizer will also be available for sale. 

The quickest way to get to the Laundry house is 

park in front of Jubilee or the Main House and walk 

around the back toward the Carriage House. 
 

 

Extra Special Tulip Bulbs Offered 
 

Courtesy of the Georgia Daffodil Society, a limited 

number of two species tulips are available for FDS 

members at $0.50 per bulb.  They are advertised as 

good to USDA Zone 10, no chilling required.  The 

bulbs will be presold by contacting Linda Van 

Beck, with any extras sold at the Bulb Sale.  
 

They are: 
 

Tulipa saxatilis 

Rosy-lilac with yellow center      Mid season 8″ tall  

Require 5 hours strong morning sun 

Wants hot summer soil; Good drainage a must 
 

Tulipa sylvestris 

Light yellow with lightly greenish outer petals 

Midseason 10″ tall  

Require 5 hours strong morning sun 

Prefers cooler summer soil – overplant with annuals 

Good drainage a must 
 

 

FDS Outreach Program 
 

Our outreach program is based on the concept of 

providing inexpensive guaranteed bulbs for sale, 

dispensing cultural information and partnerships 

with vendors who will sell bulbs and make a profit 

for their organization.  None of this would work 

with the cooperation of Carl Van Staalduinen -- our 

bulb guru. 
 

This year we welcome back the Master Gardeners 

of Baker, Jackson and Santa Rosa Counties and 

welcome a new garden club.  The Garden Club of 

Bonifay will sell bulbs and plant a daffodil garden 

at a historic business site in the community.  The 

FDS contributed 250 Carlton to help the club 

establish daffodil growing in Bonifay.  Connie 

Childs visited the Van Beck open garden last 

January.  She became interested in the history of 

daffodils and invited Linda to speak to the 

Tallahassee Iris Garden Circle and provide a bulb 

sale for Circle members. 
 

 

Thoughts While Digging 
 

“According to Hoyle” a little clay goes a long way.  

“They” say the daffodil bulb wants to be dry and 

able to let the roots fan out around the bulb.  My 

observation this year is that tazettas don’t give a 

damn.  Imagine my surprise to find huge tazetta 

bulbs surrounded by water sitting on hard pan clay.  

Did they have sister bulbs or children?  No.  They 

were huge black single bulbs squatting like fat 

Buddhas.   
 

As soon as the garden soil changed to loose and 

well drained, the same tazettas had multiplied into 

six packs, crammed box cars of eight to ten bulbs or 

huge round pizzas of bulbs.  The typical size of 

bulbs with some growing room was a ½ to ⅓ of the  
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fat Buddhas.  Thousands of Nat Williams tazettas 

have been dug from the Van Beck garden.  The plan 

is to plant a large display at McCord Park 

(Tallahassee) in the John Van Beck Memorial. 

Garden.  Some of you will remember our fiasco of 

planting 2,000 Carlton into a mix of calcium 

flavored with magnesium.  We hope to find more 

soil this time.  There are lots of Nat Williams babies 

so if you are interested, call Linda at 850-878-9753.  

She will mail you a box of bulbs and you pay the 

postage (this is a one-time offer!)   
 

 

Catalog 
 

Well, it’s catalog time.  We really lucked up with 

Abba.  After waiting so long for the bulb to be 

brought back into commerce, to see it in Brent and 

Becky’s catalog was great.  Of course, Baby 

Boomer was pictured, as it was hybridized by them.  

They used to carry Omri, but it has been bumped by 

the plethora of Dutch Paper Whites.  We are lucky 

to have access to Carl Van Staalduinen’s historic 

stock of Scilly White, the tazetta that was the 

backbone of the Scilly Isles in their tazetta hayday.  

This year marks the first time the Dutch have put 

their hybridized green cup daffodil on the market.  

Unfortunately, as the cost of putting out catalogs 

increases, space for verbiage shrinks and 

generalization increases which, for us, presents a 

problem.  It’s ‘buyer beware’, but the FDS flyer of 

tested dafs for the Coastal South will be distributed 

shortly.   
 

One catalog labels many dafs as ‘fragrant’ but 

fragrant means sweet smelling, and some of these  
  

 

aren’t!  The FDS has been using the fragrant list in 

This Old Garden Catalog, but I guess, if the truth be 

known, I am not much of a sniffer.  All daffodils 

with Jonquilla and some with Triandrus heritage 

“smell” to some degree and then tazettas just have 

“odors”. 
 

One catalog states that Baby Boomer will bloom up 

to 45 days.  Margaret Feaster, our Baby Boomer 

grower, has noticed the blooms lasting two weeks.  

Remember, when drooling over the catalogs, most 

bicolors have a hard time perennializing in the 

South.  
 

 

Nightlife 
 

Did you know daffodils grow at night?  It explains 

why we don’t see them growing.  A British author, 

Dr. Rosemary Collier, suggests looking at climate 

from the bulbs perspective.  Winter:  A cold winter 

insures the necessary cold units before shoots 

growth can resume (our bulbs don’t need many 

units -- if at all).  Spring:  Rising temperatures allow 

rapid and synchronous growth of the stems, flowers 

and leaves.  The conditions of climate after 

blooming should include warmth, high light levels, 

and rain to help the bulbs’ scales swell and insure 

good bulb growth.  Summer:  Warm sunny 

summers synchronize leaf die back, root senescence 

and ‘ripen bulbs’.  Flower initiation for us probably 

starts before May and “is not affected by light or by 

day length.”  Time for flower differentiation, i.e., 

development of the actual flower within the bulb, 

averages eight weeks for Division 2 flowers, such 

as Fortune. 
 

 

Current Companion Plantings 
 

      
 Zephyranthes    Asteraceae.    Lycoris 

With an assortment from these three plant families, there is always something blooming in the garden. 
 

 


