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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT:  

LORI JOHNSON 

It is with heavy hearts that we begin 2017 

with the ending of the FDS.  I have great 

confidence you all will continue to follow 

the guidelines our founders established in 

1994.   The FDS is a member of the 

American Daffodil Society (ADS).  You can 

find helpful information on their websites 

concerning membership and daffodils.  We 

cannot pass our ADS membership to 

individuals. 

 

 

A BRIEF RECOUNT 
 

The Van Becks bought 4 acres on 

Lake Lafayette in 1974, built a house and 

started gardening.  In 1994, John established 

the Florida Daffodil Society to promote the 

planting of daffodils in private and public 

gardens, and to research historic and trial 

modern daffodils that could do well in 

Florida.  The first newsletter was published 

shortly afterwards.  There followed years of 

trials, newsletters, bulb sales, talks to garden 

clubs and Master Gardeners, flower shows, 

and dissemination of information on how to 

grow daffodils.  

  

  

 John died in 2001, and the Florida 

Daffodil Society faced decreasing 

membership and a bleak future.  Linda Van 

Beck stepped forward to reinvigorate the 

FDS.  Later, with Sara, their daughter, wrote 

the book on daffodils for the coastal south  

(Daffodils in Florida: A Field Guide to the 

Coastal South) that John had intended to 

write.  With Linda’s leadership, the FDS 

was at one time the largest non-national 

daffodil society in the USA.  In 2002, the 

John Van Beck Memorial Daffodil Garden 

was established at McCord Park in 

Tallahassee. The John Van Beck Medal for 

the Best Historic Bloom at the ADS 

National Convention was initiated in 2002.   
  

 

VAN BECK GARDEN 
 

 

The gardens were developed from old 

farm land over a period of many years, and 

it is interesting to look back at the problems 

we encountered.  Back in the days when 

John came home for lunch, we witnessed an 

eggplant disappear into the ground.  

Diagnosis:  gopher!  That explained why so 

many daffodil bulbs never sprouted.  After 

that, small narcissus bulbs were planted in 

baskets and a large wire mesh “bed with 

sides.”  The soft sandy soils that make up 

the beds planted last year have been an 

invitation to a new gopher and patches of 

‘no bulbs’ are showing up in the beds.  N. 

‘Dinner Plate’ is apparently very tasty, but 

the tazettas have not been touched.   

You are always welcome to visit the 

Van Beck gardens.  Call 850-878-9753, 

even if just to chat about daffodils and 

daffodil gardening. 
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FLOWER STAND STORY 
 

Recently, a new daffodil society was 

formed in Mississippi.  The FDS’s black, 

wooden stands that were built to hold the 

test tube display of blossoms and 

information cards have found a home!  The 

100 stands were made by one of the FDS 

founding fathers, Al Mead, a northern 

daffodilian who had moved to Monticello 

and knew all about growing, showing, 

identifying and rescuing (not exactly 

stealing) daffodils.   
 

There has never been a season quite 

like this one.  There were three major rain 

events – September, January and early late 

February – followed by drought. These 

triggered some bulbs to grow vigorously. 

Doubles loved the February water and so 

bloomed well. Other daffodils got confused 

and bloomed on very short stems. But 

unfortunately most got so confused they 

didn’t bloom at all. 
 

 

 

 

 

In 1994, Al was volunteering at 

Goodwood Museum and Gardens when 

John met him.  He convinced John to form a 

society with members from the Goodwood 

Garden Volunteers.  He organized a 

“showing” in Monticello by placing 

arrangements in homes during the annual 

homes tour. His hobby was selling pots of 

blooming daffodils at ADS shows. 

 

 

 

The FDS Team 
 

Over the years, a group of dedicated 

members have helped steer the FDS and are 

responsible for our longevity: Linda 

Williams, Phyllis Graham, Pete and Emily 

Millett, Mary Maude Sharpe, Karen Kunz, 

and all those who supported us.  Most of all, 

we want to thank Linda Van Beck for 

keeping us in order.  It takes a team! And a 

nod is in order to Sara Van Beck for helping 

with all things internet.  

We would like to recognize the work 

of Betty Ragland and Kathy Folsom for their 

contributions to the spreading of daffodils in 

South Georgia. 
 

The final tally of bulbs distributed by 

the FDS since 1994 to public gardens and 

master gardener project gardens is 398,240. 

Fluffy Doubles! 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 

 



Some short stemmed blooms 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

    

Sources for Daffodils: 

 

1.  Colorblends: For wholesale, $60   

     minimum. Source of our Campernelli  

     and Double Campernelli. (734) 995-1486 

     www.colorblends.com 

2.  Brent and Becky’s Bulbs: Order before      

     July1 to receive discount. Always check  

     bloom time-bulbs must be categorized  

     “early blooming” to do well this far  

     South. If the bloom time is not listed, 

     call (877) 661-2852 

     www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com 

3.   Old House Gardens: Heirloom bulbs. 

     (734) 995-1486 

      www.oldhousegardens.com 

4.   Terra Ceia Farms: Call for current  

      catalog.  This is the only source of  

      Scilly White.  (800) 858-2832 

      www.terraceiafarms.com  Scilly  


