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CALENDAR

Annual Meeting on June 6, 2015
Goodwood Museum and Gardens

Laundry Room -- 9:00 –10:00 AM

2015 Bulb Order: Bulb order form will be sent
shortly: Be sure to have your order postmarked no
later than May 15.

2015 Bulb Sale on Saturday, October 17, 2015
Goodwood Museum and Gardens

At the area around the flagpole -- 9:15 – 11:30 AM
There will be bulbs for sale at this event! Also,
we will be part of the Goodwood Volunteers
Garden Sale, held the same date, so there will be
additional chances to beautify your garden.

Dues are Due: Please send your 2015 dues
payment ($5 individual, $6 family) to Pete Millett,
1108 Ivanhoe Road, Tallahassee, FL 32312.
Remember that you cannot order bulbs or
participate in the Bulb Sale, or receive the FDS
newsletters, unless your dues are current.

Exciting New Tazetta

Nir 8 W-W is a new Tazetta from Israel that
we are offering for the first time. Last year, Linda
Van Beck trialed this bulb. She planted in
October, and blooms opened at Thanksgiving.
Bulbs are not cold dependent. This bulb has great
potential as it looks like a historic Paperwhite, with
white pointed petals, mild odor, and dark,
moderate foliage that does not consume the garden
bed. This year, you will need to plant as soon as
you get the bulb.

We plan to test planting protocol this year
by emulating desert conditions with drying off the
bulbs planted last year after they go down. Those
bulbs planted last year in the Van Beck garden will
be dug and half will be dried off and half will be
replanted immediately.

The ones that are dried off will be potted
one bulb to a pot of sand or dirt so they will not
dehydrate but stay over the summer. At the end of
August, the plants will be put out (in or out of pot)
where they will get full sun and will receive heavy
watering. After the bulbs come up, nature will be
allowed to take its course. We’ll know by this
Thanksgiving whether drying off makes a
difference in how/when Nir blooms!

FDS Flower Show Report

In mid-February it seemed all bulbs were
intending to bloom early. The FDS Flower Show
was moved up from our traditional March date. It
was one of the best shows we have put on. Not too
much, not too little. Having the show at
Tallahassee Nursery means we get lots of lookers
but they usually want to keep going. This time
people were able to take it all in. The arrangements
were stunning and had plenty of room to show off.
Thanks go to Gunella Truell, Charlotte Watkins and
Mary Maude Sharpe. Volunteers included Doris
Partridge, Carol Allen and her daughters Diana
Norwood, Tracy Allen and her son. Ten new
members were added to the roster, Linda Van Beck
gave a talk on bulb behavior and her only
competition was a dog show.

Phyllis Graham, our editor and photo arranger, is
lost in a canyon out west somewhere. There will be
a list of daffodils from the Show and lots of pictures
in our next issue!

And After the Early Bloom:

Then the really cold weather with frost
damage hit. STOP START/STOP/START/
STOP/START, COLD/WARM/WET/DRY became
the order of the day. Years ago, Queen of the North
3 W-Y put up greenery eight inches tall and quit.
This year there are clumps of the Queen in various
locations – all bloomed at different times, and some
are still blooming with large fat flowers. The
original clump (gotten 20 years ago from Scotland)
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is, contrarily, producing small blooms. Erlicheer 4
W – W finally threw in the towel and bloomed on 9
inch tall stems in mid-March. In protected areas,
blooming time was closer to normal. Flowers
produced huge flowers and healthy leaves. Leaves
grew and stopped -- some for a week, two weeks or
even three weeks before starting again.

If there is good lesson to be learned it is that
most of us do not water enough. Growth requires
lots of water and sunlight, but everything the bulbs
do is controlled by hormones which will usually
reactivate when conditions are suitable. Once
activated, the strict order of development continues
-- Hawara in cement pots came up, leaves grew six
inches in early February, no flowers or additional
growth until the first week in March. Voila- big
massive display which lasted for weeks complete
with a huge nest of red ants.

To make sure bulbs make the optimum
flower for next year, we should add a small amount
of fertilizer with potassium and continue watering
until the leaves go down. In years past, there has
been a problem with heat waves and wilting
flowers. Scott Kuntz’s commented in the last Old
House Garden’s Newsletter that the problem is
respiration. Taking that advice, the evening before
the predicted heat wave water was applied heavily,
thus assuring that there was water in the stem when
the temperature went up to the following day.
Problem solved.

Actually there is joy in Mudville. Daffodils
that haven’t bloomed in years responded to the
additional cold spell. We call these daffodils
marginal due to their cold requirements. They had
been growing these last few years, just not
blooming, and some were hidden in the surrounding
foliage and were declared missing in action. The
color of cold is orange and there are orange cups
everywhere. Many dafs purchased years ago from
England rallied and bloomed. Our hero, Dick
Wellband 3W-O, turned up everywhere. This is an
important bulb because it came by mistake in a
Dutch order, repeat bloomed, and thus gave John
Van Beck the faith that daffodils would bloom in
Florida. White Lion 4 W-W also rallied and
bloomed.

When we have a cold season there is one
daff that signals the end of the event, Mrs. R. O.
Backhouse 2 W-P. This daffodil was named by Mr.
Backhouse (an old time honored tradition in flower

naming). Mr. and Mrs. Backhouse were important
hybridizers and ring leaders in British “daffodil
history.” The first bloom has tattered petals but the
pink cup is really pink.

All Things Historic Daffodil

An email listserve dedicated to all things
historic daffodil is run by Sara Van Beck, chair of
the Historics Committee of the American Daffodil
Society (ADS). Primarily comprised of members of
the ADS, it is open to anyone interested in historic
daffodils (but membership to the ADS is
requested!). Folks on the listserve include
commercial growers, employees and volunteers
working at historic sites and just regular gardeners.
If you are interested in joining, please email Sara
directly at svanbeck@profilingsolutions.com.

It is time to start your plans for next year. Below is an
article from the ADS website on putting your Daffodils in
pots. This is a great way to have your blooms where you
want them, especially if your space is small.

Growing Daffodils in Pots
By Wayne Steele, Livermore, California

The following information is how I grow
daffodils for competing in daffodil shows. For
everyday growing, you can probably increase the
number of bulbs placed in a pot. It is preferable to
use 2 gallon pots for standard size daffodils and 1
gallon size for miniatures and small bulbs.
Sterilize used pots with Clorox and let them drain.

The soil mixture I’ve developed is a ratio of
1 part perlite to 3 parts sterilized soil. In the
bottom of the pot, over a little soil, place a pinch
of 0-10-10 fertilizer. Do not let the bulb come in
contact with the fertilizer. Try to place the bulb
about 1/3 of the way from the top of the pot. If
you plant too close to the surface, the new roots
will push the bulbs above the ground. Place only
one medium size bulb in a 1 gallon pot.
Depending on the size of the bulbs, place 3 to 4 in
a 2 gallon pot. If the bulbs are on the small side,
maybe plant 5 bulbs. If you see a bulb raising its
head out of the ground, dump out the soil and
carefully replant the bulb or bulbs at a lower level
in the pot. For show bulbs, I prefer they do not
touch each other. My rule of thumb is to place
them at least the diameter of the bulbs apart with
the same distance from the side of the pot.
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