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  THE TOM D. THROCKMORTON DAFFODIL DATA BANK OF THE ADS PUBLISHED 1964-2011

    The Daffodil Data Bank contains most pertinent information about known daffodil cultivars.  This information, stored on a computer, is so processed that 
almost instant retrieval is possible, and in a number of interesting forms.  This foreword is intended as a brief explanation of the basic formats in which such 
information is currently being printed.

1. The name of the cultivar.  Occasionally the name of a cultivar is followed by one or more pound signs (#).  These serve to signal an unusual feature or 
circumstance which exists in our knowledge of the variety.  Most commonly the # draws attention to the fact that more than one cultivar bears the name so 
identified.  Frequently the cultivar so indicated is unregistered.  Occasionally the RHS has allowed the repeated usage of a name when the original named 
variety is thought no longer to exist.  For example, there have been three cultivars registered under the name Romance.  Rarely, the # indicates a daffodil 
whose breeding the hybridizer regards as a little uncertain, i.e., Titania or Perky.  Really, the # is just a little warning that closer interpretation of the data 
may be indicated.

2. The new classification approved by the RHS in 1998 indicates the general physical structure of daffodils by their separation into divisions.  Their further 
classification by color allows for a more accurate comparison of varieties, and also aids in forming a proper mental image of a particular daffodil bloom.  
The colors used in the classification are: white, green, yellow, pink, orange, and red.  It is recognized that color descriptions are inexact and subject to 
individual interpretation.  Nonetheless, they are quite sufficient to provide a sound basis for general description.  The first three fields of color indicate the 
coloration of the perianth.  If more than one perianth color is present, that of the outermost portion of the petals is in field one and that adjacent to the 
corona is placed in field three.  In the more usual single colored perianth, the color is indicated by a single letter.  A hyphen separates perianth from corona
color in every instance.  The next three fields indicate the colors of the corona.  First, the inner 1/3 or eye zone, then the middle 1/3 or mid-zone, and last 
the outer or rim.  If all coronal colors are substantially the same, the entire cup color is indicated by a single letter.  A lack of information is usually 
indicated by a properly located  ? mark.

3. V/I/M/H -- When a V appears in this column, it indicates that the flower is variable, either in color or form. An intermediate-sized flower is indicated by 
an I; PI indicates a flower which may be an intermediate, as no measurements were given at registration. M indicates an ADS-approved miniature, and H 
indicates a historic flower. 

4. The parentage, when it is known, the seed parent first, the pollen parent second.  The parentage of seedlings used in breeding is given if known.

5. The name of the breeder.

6. S is season of bloom, based on a scale of 1 to 7.  Season 1 is extra-early, season 6 is extra-late, season 7 indicates an unusual period of bloom, such as 
autumn- or winter-blooming varieties.

7. H is average height of the plant.  This is based on a scale of 1 to 4, and is indicative rather than exact.  1 indicates an ADS Approved Miniature, 2 indicates
a plant generally less than 32.5 cm. in height, 3 indicates a plant less than 67.5 cm, and 4 indicates a plant height greater than 67.5 cm.

© 10/15/2011 American Daffodil Society, Inc.



This is a sample of the Daffodil Data Bank

8. CC is the chromosome count if known.

9. FT is fertility data.  S indicates fertile seed.  P indicates fertile pollen.

10. Year is the date of registration.  If registration is long delayed, the date is followed by < sign.  If the cultivar is unregistered, the date of introduction or 
exhibition is given, followed by an *.

11. Ctry indicates the country of origin.  Trophies in some shows are based on this information.

12. Comments include additional information from the registration form and other sources, and may include the seedling number.

     These data thus indicate the parentage and physical appearances of the flower and plant, when these features are known.

     The Tom D. Throckmorton Daffodil Data Bank of the ADS is updated yearly, and new information is usually available in December of each calendar year 
until 2011.

     One of the formats in which information is retrieved from the computer is called Daffodils to Show and Grow.  This is a list of all newly registered 
daffodils and those daffodils from earlier years still to be met with in gardens, on the show table or which are in commercial channels.  These latter varieties, 
numbering about 5600, were chosen by a special committee. This unique list of useful daffodils is published from time to time by the ADS and may also be 
obtained from the ADS webstore.
     
  This issue again lists all species and wild hybrids at the end of the listings of cultivars.  All species are in Division 13, and the color is variable.  This list is
taken from The International Daffodil Register and Classified List 2008, as amended, published by the Royal Horticultural Society.  It should be noted that 
spelling of cultivar names follows the RHS Register, and may differ from some growers’ catalogues.  In alphabetizing, the program recognizes spaces, so that 
‘Gold Velvet’ comes ahead of ‘Goldcourt’ and likewise ‘Moon Valley’ comes before ‘Moonbird’.

Mary Lou Gripshover
Information Management/Classification

Please Note:  The Daffodil Data Bank was replaced with the online database DaffSeek.org which contains 
photographs, information, pedigree trees, and descendants’ lists.
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