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With the holidays behind us and January's winter weather arriving,
our thoughts turn once again to daffodils, for if Winter comes, can
Spring be far behind? With the mild weather we've had to date, foliage
on some varieties 1s several lnches 'above ground. In my own garden,
Trevithian, Baby Moon, Baby 3tar, and N. jonquilla are sprouting, and
an early form of N. Jjonquilla sent to me from Arkansas has follage at
least 6" tall. I have had early growth before, and aside from the
Arkansas Jonguilla, do not expect any damage. Generally, you will
find that the Jjonoull hybrilds begin growth early. Ruth Pardue reports
Playboy, Marcola, Sweet Pepper, Content, Unsurpassable, and Trousseau
all showing growth, and Grace Baird expects blooms on N. bulbocodium
momentarily! Incidentally, if you've never grown Playboy,2a, do try
it. It's neither new nor expensive, but an excellent variety. What's
growing in your garden?

AD3 SCHOOL #2

Judging 3chool #2 will be held April 24 at Northwest Christlan
Church, beginning at 9:00a.m. and running until approximately - -
3:00p.m. The fee will be $5.00, plus lunch. We are privileged to
have Mrs. Harry Wilkle and Mrs. Alfred Hanenkrat as instructors.
Toplcs to be covered include diseases and judging ethics. Remember,
it 1s not necessary to be an ADS member to attend the school, and you
need not have attended School #1 to attend this sesssion. 3tudy guildes
will be available upon payment of the $5.00 fee.

DATZIS TO REMEMBER

April 15 -~ Adena Daffodil Society Show - Chilllicothe

April 15 -- DMidWest Reglonal Show of ADS - Bloomington, Indiana
April 22-23 - SouthWest Ohio Daffodill 3Society Show - Cilncinnati
April 24 -~ Judging 3chool #2 - Columbus

April 28 -- Central Ohio Daffodil 3ociety 3how - Columbus

May 6-=7 -- NorWest Flower 3how - Columbus

May 6-7 -~ Western Reserve Daffodil 3Society Show - Cleveland
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EXTINDING THZ 3SZASON

When does the first daffodil bloom in your garden? Do you know
which one it 1s? Keeping records of bloom dates can be helpful. When
you dig and replant, you can plant the earliest bloomers in the warmest
spot. Take advantage of those micro-climates! To put a late blooming
variety in a warm spot negatss the late-flowering effect, and wastss
the advantage that could be galned by olanting an early type there. All
our gardens have micro-climates. It's easy to find them when there's
snow on the ground. Look for the place where the snow melts first--
that's ths nlace to plant the early ones so they'll be even earlier.
And of course the place where the snow lingers longest will be a good
snot to plant the latzs ones so they'll be even later. This will help
extend the blooming season. Then too, you can look for earlier or
later blooming types. These are not always exhibition material, but
ths pleasure they bring with their sorightly blooms earns them a place
in the garden. Little Witch, an all yellow 6a, was the first standard
size daffodil to bloom last year, opening on April 10. This 1s certain
ly no show flower, but it made a charming pilcture near my front door.

A pair of 1lb's, Foresight, in yellow and white, but on rather short
stems; and Trousseau, in an enchanting pale buff and white, were next.
These opened on April 12, and were followesd by all yellow Peeping Tom,
6ba, April l4; and Lunar 3ea, a precisely formed 1ld; and Dove Wings, a
white and pale yellow 6a, both on April 15. Other early bloomers for
me are Content, a very pale 1lb; and Carlton, an all yellow 2a, which ls
very prolific. My daughter's gardsn is on the 3outh side of the house,
and she had Satellite, a 6a with an orange cup, on April 8; and red
and yellow Fortune, 2a; 3pellbinder, 1ld; and Binkie, 24, on April 1O.
(To illustrate the effect of those micro-climatss, my clump of Blnkle,
which is out in the oven - not by a South wall - didn't bloom until
April 18.) Her Chinook, 2b, opened on April 12, along with the first
of my blooms.



However, I did have miniatures in bloom beginning March 31, when
N. asturiensis opensd. This 1s the smallsst of the wild trumosts, and
quite charming. Little Gem, la, and Mustard Seed, 2a, both opened on
April Fool's Day. Little Gem is a hybrid of N. minor, and at its best
ig a well formed swmall truapet, considerably larger than asturiensis.
Mustard 3eed is a tiny all yellow 2a, on a short stem which on opening
barely holds the bloom above the ground. Small Talk was aext, on
April 8. This another miniature trumpet with a star-like perianth.
N. ménor, a wild trumost, and Marionetts, 2a, opensd next on April 9
and 10. Marionette is a 2a with a red rim on the cup, but the flower
is somewhat large (for a miniature) on a short stem. As the flower
ages, the stem does grow, lending much better proportion to the bloom,
but it i1s still too big for the miniature class 1n my oplnion. Wee Bee,
la, Mite, 6a, and N. bulbocodium nivalis all opened with Little Witch
on April 10. Mite 1s a yellow cyclamineus hybrid with well swept-back
perianth segments. N. bulbocodium nivalis is the tinlest of all
bulbocodiums, with a practically aon-existent perlanth. We refer to
it as "our oddity." Another early miniature 1s N. scabsrulus, with
two tiny blooms on each stem. The entire bloom stem was no larger
than a bobby pin. N. obvallaris, soumetimes called the Tenby Daffodil,
1s also early. This is a trumpet-type, grows 9-12" tall and has good
color and form. This is the so-callsd wild Inglish daffodil.

Some other early varieties (according to various sources) are
Unsurpassable, la; Bambi, lb miniature; well-formed Prologue, lb;
3acajawea, 2a; and Woodgrsen, 2b. N. cyclaminsus is very early, and
likes a damp spot in the garden. It is rsported to be difficult to
grow. However, its hybrids Bartley, Estrellita, February Gold,

February Silver (describzd as rsssmbling February Gold, but milk white) |
Cornet, and Jana are much easisr.

In the early varisties, you will note that thers are many trumodets,
some yellow and red large cups, and good choice among the cyclaminsus
hybrids. The choics of pals varisties and other divisions 1is more
limited.

In the lates, which we will discuss next 1lssue, the small-cup,
nsar relatives of the oosts dominats, with enough yellow from the late
jonquils to give contrast.



HYBRIDIZING

Have you svsr tried your hznd at hybridizing daffodils? It's a
simple procsss,rsally. Just take 2 pair of tweezers and oull an
anther from a flower and daub the »ollzsn on the stigma of a different
flowsr. Hoosfully ths sead will set, and riosn in =2bout six weeks.
Let the ss=2d dry for a wsek or two, and then plant in ordinary potting
soill, plunge ths pot in ths ground, and kssp it moist until growth
appears the following Spring. After two ysars, the bulblets can bs
olantad in ths oven ground, and should bloom when they ars five years
old. It all sounds vary sasy, dosns't i1it? Well, it 1s, but be pre-
parsd for disappointments. Jonguill and triandrus hybrids ars usually
sterile - they do not set sszd. And not all ths sesds will gsrminate,
nor make 1t to blooming size. Then too, the rasulting bloom may not

e an imorovement on varietiss alrsady in =xistsnce. Of ons thing you
can be surs--you willl get a variety of different blooms as each seszd
will producz a diffensat bloom, unlsss you have ussd the same specie
for oollen and se=2d parent. If you really bacoms intersstzd in hy-
bridizing, you may want to concentrats on a specific arsa, such as
miniatures, or working with thes jongquil and triandrus hybrids, trying
to find one that will set an ocecasional sesd. If it sounds like I
have a rather negative attituds toward hybridizing, let me assure you
that I enjoy 1t thououghly. I think everyons should try it, if for
no other reason than to learn first hand the devzalopmsnt of 2 new
variety. Try it, you'll like 1itl.!
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The next mesting will bs held January 17, at 9:30a.m., at the home
of Cecile 3pitz, 4985 Charlbury RA. Thers will be slsction of offlcsrs
and duss for 1972 ($2.00) are now payable. Program will be on miniatur
Nhy not bring an intersstad friznd?

Mary Lou Grioshover
Zditor



