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By Graeme Davis 

After a number of years of planning, the time had 
finally arrived. 

The weeks before the show had seen unusually hot and, at 
times, windy weather making the task of local growers all 
the more difficult against the big guns from Victoria, 
Tasmania and New Zealand. 

Friday morning (of 13 September) arrived and the entries 
were good. Six entries in the open 12 and even more in the 
six for small growers. The tables arrived and the team of 
workers got everything in place with tiers, table cloths and 
classes laid out. At the same time our visitors started to 
arrive by plane, being picked up and brought to the hall. 
The Jacksons, with Bob Spotts of California, were first to 
arrive mid morning and carefully unpack their flowers —
setting the standard for the rest of us to try to match. Just 
after lunch Ian and Joy Dyson arrived from Victoria and 
about 6pm David Adams from New Zealand got to the 
hall. By then I knew the competition would be tough. 

Saturday morning saw the entries come together and 
looking at the open championship and seedling 
championship it was clear the judges would have a tough 
time — not just with the number of entries, but also with 
their high quality across the board. The classes for 5-13 
were also strongly supported as were the Miniature 
classes. So many good flowers and so little time to take it 
all in. 

Following lunch it was time to see what the judges had 
decided. The championship was indeed close with David 
Jackson (Tasmania) beating Tony Davis (Bowral) by just over 
half a point (out of 100) per flower. Both entries were bred by 
the exhibitors — David's all named while Tony's were all 
seedlings under number. Tony managed to win the seedling 
championship (p.4) from Ian Dyson. 

In the Miniatures Keira Bulbs dominated (p.5), winning both 
the championship and the seedling championship. They also 
won best miniature with a lovely cyclamineus hybrid, which 
also won best miniature seedling. 

Grand Champion was 'Windy City' (on right) shown by Ian 
Dyson (Victoria) and reserve champion was 'Banker' (p.5) 

Left: 1st Prize Canberra Centenary Championship: D. & R. Jackson Grand ChampionP 
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Cover: Outstanding green daffodil seedling that flowered for the first time in June this year. 
Produced by hybridist Lawrence Trevanion of Canberra (see Bob Spotts' article on p.12-13). 



Notes from the 
President 

I'm writing this on a beautiful spring day, 
the sun shining in a clear sky and yesterday's 
howling winds now quiet. It can be a lovely 
time in Canberra, but so is every other of our 
seasons in the garden. 

The Centenary of Canberra Daffodil 
Championships are now behind us but we 
will remember what a great display it was for 
quite some time. Not only did we see 
daffodils as good, perhaps better than ever 

before, but it was a wonderful chance for daffodil experts from around 
Australasia and a special visitor from California to compare notes and 
renew old friendships. 

From my point of view it was a bit of an eye-opener as to how people in 
other areas design their Societies and conduct their shows. I suspect there 
could be a few lessons for us all. On the other side of the coin, I know that 
some of our visitors went away enthused with the way we do some things, 
and especially about the concept of the Bruce Trial Garden. 

With the arrival of spring the Bruce garden is beginning to flourish. This 
weekend potatoes were being planted in one of the vegetable plots and in 
the last few days the clematis walk has been planted. This combines 
evergreen and deciduous plants so there will be something special about the 
walk most of the year. It will be a real showpiece in a couple of years, 
especially once the nearby row of tree peonies matures. 

	 continued overleaf 

Grand Champion award presented 
to Ian Dyson (left) by David Jackson 

Finally, Sunday 
evening many of 
us relaxed over 
dinner at the Kingston Hotel with lots of discussion of all things 
daffodil. 

Graeme briefing the Judges Photos: Peter Hill 

shown by local Andrew Carrington. 
Champion seedling was also shown 
by Ian Dyson. 

All in all it was a wonderful display 
and everyone involved should be 
congratulated. 

Saturday evening was our 
presentation dinner and it was good 
to be able to make presentations to a 
wide range of growers, which shows 
the competition was high. 

On Sunday morning there was a visit 
to our trial garden, which many of 
our visitors found particularly 
interesting. This was followed by visits to Keira Bulbs (p.7) which generated 
lots of interest. 

At 4pm on Sunday our wonderful team cleaned up the show — it is great to 
see so many people, including our visitors, chipping in and helping get the 
job done. 
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Twenty-eight daffodil enthusiasts, some from as far afield as 
Tasmania and New Zealand, filled the benches with a wonderful 
display of blooms ranging from large, full bodied flowers to the 
smallest of miniatures. 

Class 1, the Canberra Centenary Daffodil Championship - 12 distinct 
blooms: was won by David & 
Robin Jackson of Jackson's 

1st Prize Centenary Seedling 
Championship: A. Davis 

`Notes from the President' 
continued from page 3 	 

With the end of the year approaching the Society has 
arranged two informal events to allow us all to get 
together and talk gardens. The first of these will be a 
late afternoon get together at the Bruce garden on 
Saturday, 30 November, commencing at 4 pm. Not a 
working bee, but simply an opportunity for everyone 
to have a look around and enjoy drinks and nibbles. 
You don't need to put your name down for this but it 
would help if you could bring nibbles, drinks to 
share. It would be an ideal opportunity too to bring 
something from your garden to share with others. 

As usual we will have a Christmas dinner, a little less 
formal or expensive than in the past. This will be at 
the Hotel Kingston and you can read more about it 
later in the Bulletin. We have held two very 
enjoyable dinners at this venue over the past year so I 
know the Christmas dinner will be one you should 
not miss. 

I hope to catch up with every one of you at Bruce, at 
the forthcoming Shows and at our Christmas Dinner. 

Happy Gardening 

	  John Le Mesurier 

From the editor 
What a marvellous Spring Bulb & Camellia Show! No 
surprisingly, this issue highlights this spectacular event. As a spin 
off from the Canberra Centenary Daffodil Championships, article: 
by daffodil hybridists, Graham Fleming from Canberra and Bol 
Spotts from California, provide insights into the fascinating worlc 
of the breeding of miniatures and the quest for green daffodils. 

Special thanks go to all the contributors to this issue with 
particular welcome to not only Graham and Bob, but also to Rex 
Daley, a local grower of the geranium `Rozanne', the RHS plant of 
the century; to Ben Walcott, who with wife Ros, has developed e 
one hectare Canberra garden featuring over 4,000 Australian native 
plants; and to local historian Lenore Coltheart, who has provided 
insights into the early history of our Society. 

Also included are more inspirational articles by other experienced 
gardeners, sharing their knowledge about a wide-ranging selection 
of plants and gardens. The 'What's On' page and pages 15 and 20 
list masses of events to participate in and enjoy - more superb 
flower shows, guest speakers, open gardens and tours. 

Interested in contributing to the next issue of the Bulletin due out in 
mid January? Please contact me early on to discuss and then send 
your material before 16 December. 

Janet Hill 

2013 Spring Bulb & Camellia Show 
Incorporating Canberra Centenary Daffodil Championships 

Text by Sheila Hodgson, Show Secretary; photos Peter Hill 

Firstly, thank you to all 56 exhibitors for making the show a great success and a wonderful spectacle. 

Daffodils 



Daffodils, Tasmania. 

Grand Champion Daffodil: was won by Ian & Joy Dyson of Classic 
Daffodils, Victoria, with 'Windy City' (1W-Y). 

Reserve Champion Daffodil: was won by Andrew & Jane Carrington, 
ACT, with 'Banker' (2Y-Y). 

Graham & Helen Fleming of Keira Bulbs, ACT, won several prizes 
including Champion Miniature Seedling 
Daffodil, Champion Miniature Daffodil 

and Champion Intermediate Size Daffodil (see photos 1-4 on right). 

Locals John & June Woodfield, Graeme & Sharon Davis, along 
with Tony Davis from NSW, Victorian Sue Thompson and New 

Zealander David Adams also 
won Champion Division classes. 

Brian & Sheila Hodgson were 
the most successful exhibitors in 
the Progressive Daffodil Classes 
and Andrew & Jane Carrington 
were the most successful 
exhibitors in the Novice Daffodil 
Classes. 

Reserve Champion, 'Banker': 
A. & J. Carrington 

10 

CHA 

,,DIVISION F', 

CANMARA 0141011., +1,1 

CHAMP1°N SECI)L°  

Camellias 
Grand Champion Camellia was won by 
a lovely bloom of `Nicky Crisp', a pale 
double (on right). 

Reserve Champion Camellia 
was won by Barry & Denise Di 
Salvia, with a bloom of 
lovelight', a glistening white, 
large semi-double (on right). 

Stephen Utick, with 
pink, medium semi- e 
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'Happy Higo': S. Utick 


