
 

 Wow!  It is hard not to admit that daffodils 
have contributed to my salvation these last few 
months.  They have been a lifeline to beauty, joy 
and hope through all the madness that this spring 
wrought through pandemic and the virus named 
Covid-19. The madness is not yet over as we face 
other challenges but the daffodils are done except 
for Sun Disc. Only two blooms left. Panic starts to 
set. Then you realize that bulbs are ready to be 
ordered and plans made for a better next spring 
filled again with bloom and shows and people.  
Soooo… that is what I am doing besides keeping the 
least weedy garden ever.  The weeds don’t have a 
chance when there is no driving to do, no visiting 
to do and no meetings, either. 
 Understandably, I am disappointed that the 
World Daffodil Conference is not happening in the 
fall. Cheer up! It seems only to be postponed until 
fall of 2021. I had planned to go. Luckily I had not 
made my airline reservations.  I hope that those 
who did make early reservations have not had 
great difficulty in retrieval of those investments. 

Spring 2020 was interesting and so 
will Fall 2020? From Maria Krenek, Pac Region, V.P. 
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 The ADS convention in Dallas 
happened with attendees just barely 
returning before most of the shut 
downs started to happen.  I have 
heard from only a few of you and 
thankfully all good news that you are 
well inspite of the challenges of new 
homebound lifestyles.  
 Shortly after returning from the 
Dallas convention, one of our 
international friends and a great 
daffodil mentor, Mr. Mike Brook, was 
taken by the virus just a few weeks 
after returning home to England.  Our 
heartfelt condolences to his family at 
their loss.  Our next Daffodil Journal 
will have more on this very special 
gentleman. 
  We also lost another very 
special daffodil mentor and hybridzer 
of tazetta daffodils.  Mr. Bill Welch of 
Santa Cruz, California known as “Bill 
the Bulb Baron” passed.  He was 
awarded the 2019 Daffodil Society 
Gold Medal in May 2019.  A great loss 
to us all.  Lots of love from all of us to 

 Ultimately, only two shows here in the Pacific Region managed to happen, 
Alden Lane Nursery and Ironstone.  The Livermore show at Alden Lane celebrated 
its 50th year.  With a bit of pomp and ceremony and a souvenir key chain with a 
lovely enameled daffodil, the 50th year was celebrated just in time.  The Iron 
Stone Winery show also got in under the gate with a great show in Murphy 
celebrating its 25th anniversary.  The Northern California Daffodil Society hosted 
both shows.  Details about the shows can of course be seen on DaffNet.org on the 
ADS website.  
 The Fortuna Show was set to go and of course, had to be cancelled.  Safety 
dictated cancellation along with the closure of its usual venue, the River Lodge.  I 
must admit, I had a spectacular bloom season, the best ever, in my own daffodils 
and was looking forward to a good show with many good entries.  But no go.  How 
about all of you?  Good blooms?  Well we did get to enjoy them didn’t we? I still 
have Sun Disc blooming No masks required for our own gardens.   
 Finally, a happening in Nevada with daffodil friends, Susan Duncan and the 
burgeoning daffodil group, High Desert Daffodil Society (HDDS) have been 
gathering and organizing.  Looking forward to hearing more.  Keep it going! 
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his dear friends.   Our ADS President 
sent a beautiful letter to the family 
that was read at his memorial on 
March 1, 2020.  (The memorial is 
available on YouTube.) 
 Let us also realize a very special 
remembrance of a lovely lady of 
daffodils, Dona Townsend, who past 
last October 2019.  Hailing from the 
Oregon Daffodil Society, she was one 
of the 
pillars of 
that group.  
She is 
missed by 
everyone.  
Love to her 
family and 
her 
daffodil 
Friends.  
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 Many changes.  Even the 
gardening and plant society and 
garden-clubbing world have 
changed.  How many Zoom or 
virtual experiences have you been 
involved?  Many for me.  
Thankfully many were educational 
as versus just meetings.  Virtual 
flower shows, garden tours and 
plant sales occurred.  Lots of 
creativity, learning and fun was 
the usual result.  I learned a great 
deal. Maybe I had a bit more time 
to spend on it, too. 
It seems it is in our ADS future as 
well.  The Fall Board meeting is 

planned for these virtual formats.  
I have included a flyer for you to 
glean some information about the 
meeting.  I am looking forward to 
participating.  No travel involved.  
More participation should be the 
result? Keep your calendar open – 
more information is on the way.  
The date is to be announced soon. 

ADS Fall Board Meeting 

2

 
  Another item on the Fall Board 
meeting agenda will be a name 
change.  Discussion regarding 
reorganization of the ADS regions 
took place over the course of the 
last year.  Show participation, 
distances, state lines, population 
density and a lot of other 
variables were some of the issues 
involved in realignment of 
regional borders.  One of the 
recommendations involves a name 
change of the Pacific Region to 
the Western Region.  It certainly 
highlights that the Pacific Region 
includes areas without the Pacific! 
Once the Board approves this 
change, we will rename 
documents as we find them. This 
will not require a change in the 
ADS by-laws.  
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Pictures from the 
garden. 

right   White Petticoat 
lower left   Daffodils in  
     heath 
below right  Daffodils    
nestled between the 
barn and redwoods. 
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Membership 
 

Memberships are 
due.  Your 

support makes 
the ADS possible.  

Your love of 
daffodils to enjoy 

and share is 
magnified 

through the 
activities of ADS 
and its members.  
Keep connecting. 
It is a wonderful 
path to follow 
when you love 

daffodils. 

	  

Check	  your	  address	  
label	  on	  your	  last	  issue	  
of	  the	  Daffodil	  Journal	  

to	  find	  your	  
membership	  expiration	  
date.	  	  	  It's	  easy	  to	  renew	  
on	  line	  at	  the	  ADS	  web	  

site:	  

www.daffodilusa.org	  	  
	  by	  visiting	  the	  	  
ADS	  web	  store.	  

 
Remember to support your 

local chapters of ADS in 
your region.  Meetings, bulb 

exchanges, flower shows 
and other activities are 

happening near you! 

The ADS maintains and hosts five daffodil websites 
on ADS owned computer servers: 

• Daffodilusa.org  is the main ADS web site:   
 

•  DaffNet.org, the international discussion forum:   
 

•  DaffLibrary.org  the free online library, with 4,000+ items: 
 

• DaffTube.org  free daffodil programs, presentations and 
videos:   
 

• DaffSeek.org the Daffodil Database complete with pedigree 
trees, descendants lists and historic and modern. 
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