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When last we met…
The Gloucester Daffodil Club met May 9 in the

Chesapeake Lounge at Brent & Becky’s Bulbs. Twenty-
two people attended.

Efforts continue to Paint Gloucester Yellow—club
members will contact a number of county businesses
from Gloucester Point northward and ask to plant
daffodil bulbs this fall. In addition, VDOT will allow the
club to plant in three plots in the Gloucester Point area.

“This is an important project and I am really proud of
how many are getting involved,” said club founder

Peggy Bowditch. She
said the April 6
Gloucester Daffodil
show had 86 exhibitors
entering the most stems
(1,818) of any other
ADS show in the U.S.

Peggy also reported
that the ADS Judging
School I, held the day
before the show, had

students coming from eight states and all parts of
Virginia. Judging School II is set for Thursday, April 2,
2020.

Other topics covered at the meeting included:

What to do with those bulbs we potted in November and
is bone meal a good fertilizer?
At our November meeting, Brent Heath helped us plant
five ‘Baby Boomer’ bulbs in one-gallon pots. At the
May meeting, club member Kristen Oney told us what to
do after they bloomed:

 Tip the bulbs out of the pot and plant them in a
clump in a sunny spot with well-drained soil. No
need to break up the roots, just dig a hole and plant
all five bulbs in it.

 Or, you could repot the bulbs into a slightly larger
pot and plant it in the ground—then dig it up next
year when the leaves are 3-4 inches tall. Or, it’s fine
to leave the bulbs in the same pot.

As for daffodils in the ground with yellowing foliage,
Kristen says it’s okay to lay the foliage down under and
around perennials and other plants in the garden. Don’t
bind, braid or cut off daffodil foliage—the leaves are
nourishing the bulbs for next year’s blooms. She often
walks on the foliage so it will lie flat. “I have been doing
that for 10 years and they come back fine every year.”

Bone meal is organic and often recommended for bulb
fertilizer. But Kristen says there’s no need to use it—it
attracts animals, including skunks.

She recommends top dressing with compost. And if
you’re wondering where to buy bargain compost, the
Virginia Peninsula’s Public Service Authority (VPPSA)
compost facility in Yorktown is your go-to place.

Located at 145 Goodwin Neck Road, their compost is
$22 per cubic hard (a small pickup holds about 1.5
yards).

Evergreen Landscape, Route 17 in Gloucester sells
mulch from VPPSA. Their phone number is 804-824-
9093.

Daffodil Driving Tour
Carla Stanley has been working on a Gloucester

daffodil driving tour. During the daffodil season she
encouraged people to post pictures of blooming daffodil
fields on the Gloucester 411 Facebook page.

She hopes to put
together a tour with
locations that people can
watch on YouTube, as
well as publish a
pamphlet with a map.

So far, most of the
suggested locations are
in the Courthouse and
upper county areas. She
continues to look for
suggestions and
pictures. “We want to include all the places that have
gone to the trouble to make their place look more
beautiful with daffodils,” she said.

If you have nominations, contact Carla at
carlastanle@yahoo.com.



Trip to Pittsburgh and points beyond?
The club discussed organizing a fundraising bus trip to
Pittsburgh in 2020 to attend the daffodil show there held
in conjunction with the Allegheny County Master
Gardeners symposium featuring a large number of
vendors. Pittsburgh also has a driving tour of daffodils.

Next stop would be Washington, PA to see the daffodil
show at Joe Hamm’s barn as well as tour the ADS-
approved daffodil display gardens at Hamm’s 16-acre
farm. More details being discussed.

We’ve got some questions for Kate…
If you’ve entered daffodils in the Gloucester

Daffodil Show, then you’ve probably met Kate
Carney. She and her husband Mitch are American
Daffodil Society judges who, when they come to
Gloucester from their Boonsboro, Maryland, flower
farm, happily answer questions and help others with
staging and identifying.

Despite her willingness to help others, Kate still
manages to find time to stage their top ADS award
winning entries at multiple spring shows.

They will be conducting a refresher for judges on
miniatures at the annual ADS Fall Forum in
Lynchburg Oct. 26 and are already preparing plans
for the April 2021 ADS National Convention in
Gettysburg, PA. Kate agreed to be interrogated…

Q – How long have you been growing and
showing?

I got hooked in 2000 at the National Convention
in Portland, Oregon. Saw my first Watrous
(collection of 12 miniatures) and was smitten. Also

met the Hunters from New Zealand and Nial
Watson from Ireland for the first time and had such
a good time.

Also got to see Elise [Mitsch] Havens’ fields of
daffodils and was so taken by the colors and

varieties. My husband Mitch had been showing
since 1997 but mostly did single stem so I decided
to branch out to vases of three and miniatures which
Mitch claimed were too small for his hands to deal
with.

My very first blue ribbon was at Gloucester with a
miniature called “Zip.” Mitch didn’t think much of
it and called it “Zip-Zero-Nada” so when it won a
blue it was with great pleasure to get to rub it in a
bit! It was the Huesmanns who encouraged me to

enter “Zip” and they were such a help to me as a
newbie that I try to do the same with others too.
(editor’s note: Bob & Lina Huesmann are stalwarts
in the Washington Daffodil Society and continue to
help newbies. Bob is instrumental in procuring and
preparing the bulbs along with valuable comments
for the annual WDS bulb sale.)

Q – What advice do you have for those planting
daffodils for the first time?

I keep a list of what I purchase each year and then
make a label for each bulb cultivar with its name,
color code, hybridizer and year of registration plus
WHERE I got it. Then when planting, make a map
of where it is planted. One year we had wild turkeys
come through our field and they plucked up a lot of
our metal labels—but for the map it would have
been a mess!

I know some folks also bury a piece of a plastic
milk carton with the name written in pencil, which
also works on your metal label or you can get an ink
pen that is for ceramics (you have to shake it to
make it flow, sold at craft stores).

For miniatures, as they are so small, we order 7-
inch orchid planting baskets—they have open netted
sides so there is no water accumulation. Other have
used plastic berry baskets but we feel these are too
flimsy. But this makes finding those small bulbs
when it comes time to dig them much easier.

Q – What are some of the challenges newbies face
when they enter a show?

Read the show schedule so you know the rules for
that show! Bring address labels or try to fill out
your entry cards with your address ahead of time.
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700 different varieties of daffodils of all classifications, 

colors and sizes, blooming in all their beauty in our 
exhibition garden. 

Bisected by broad flagged walks, the garden is BO 
arranged as to permit visitors a close-up view of each one 
of the 700 varieties. 

If normal weather prevails, garden will bloom March 
15th to April 15th. 

Take Route 17 to Hayes Store, turn off on Route 216 
to Bena and follow well-marked, hard-surfaced roads to 
Little England. 
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If you can come the day before the show to enter,
do so—folks are more willing to help you then than
at the last minute when entries close. Write the
name of your flower on its stem from your label as
you pick it. Use a ball point pen or something that

does not wash away when you put the daffodil stem
in water.

If you have the daffodil name you can look up its
color code on Daffseek, the ADS website database
of daffodils. Then look where that flower can fit in
the show. Remember that as a newbie there is a
special section for those who grow a small number
of daffodils—the Small Grower’s Section. And
don’t be afraid to ask for help!

Q – What are some of your favorites?

Miniatures: Clare, N. cyclaminius, Flyaway,
Woodstar, Hummingbird
Intermediates: Dinkie, Elfin Dell, Scarlet Tanager,

Tom Terrific
Standards: Rapture, New Penny, POPS Legacy,
Pacific Rim, Flight Path, Blazing Saddles
Classics: Tahiti, Tracey, Oryx, Stratosphere, Jenny,
Dainty Miss
Historics: Dinkie, Firebrand, Collen Bawn, La
Belle, Saint Keverne

Q –What are some of the challenges you’ve faced
on the way to a daffodil show?

We have learned when driving to a show to keep
your flowers out of the sun as they can burn through
the glass.

From Kirby Fong I learned to put my miniatures
in a cooler with ice packs to keep them protected
from the sun too. Then if you want to really keep
the flowers fresh, crank the AC to the show to keep
them as cool as you can—YOU can wear mittens
and winter gear.

Many thanks to Kate for her answers and
look for the Carneys at the Gloucester show
next year!

Have you made your “wanted” list of
bulbs yet?

This is not a commercial for Brent & Becky’s
Bulbs—they don’t need one! But it they do carry a

number of prize winners at prices that won’t break
the bank. And they’re always great in the landscape.

Below are a some of the cultivars in their current
catalog that took ADS top honors (best of the best)
at shows this spring.

Accent – Best Classic, single
Actaea – Best Historic 3-stems
Barrett Browning – Best Classic single, multiple 3-
stem
Brooke Ager – Best Intermediate single
Ceylon – Best classic 3-stems
Chinita – Best historic single
Dallas – Best classic single
Hawera – Best historic 3-stems (mini)
Minnow – Best mini single & 3-stems

Pipit – Best small grower
Salome – Best classic single
Tahiti – Best classic
Thalia – Best historic single at the national ADS
convention; other shows: vase of 3, small grower.
White Petticoat – container grown mini

This list is by no means complete. Note that four of
Kate Carney’s faves are available from B&B:
Rapture, Pacific Rim, Tahiti and Saint Keverne.

This ad was in a program for a Williamsburg Lions
Club musical performance at Gloucester High
School in 1955!



Mark your Ca[enciar! 

Next meeting Sept I2, 4 p.m., Cipff.apeake Lounge, 

Brent dr Becky's  Bulbs__ 

Final meeting for 2019 set for Nov. 14, with a 

daffodil bulb excbarlge as orle of the main freatrai-. 

ADS Fall Forum
If you’ve never

attended a national
American Daffodil
Society convention,
a Fall Forum is the
next best thing.
They rotate from
coast to coast and
this year will be in
VIRGINIA.
Headquartered at
the Hilton in Lynchburg, the forum begins Friday,

Oct. 25 and ends Sunday, Oct 27.
The forum includes a daffodil show—yes

Virginia, some folks have fall-blooming daffodils—
a photography show, two dinners with guest
speakers, a Judge’s refresher on miniatures
conducted by the Carneys that is open to anyone, a
bulb auction, a bulb swap, a “lunch and learn”
symposium on Saturday covering growing bulbs in
pots and small spaces.

Those who would like to attend only the “Lunch

and Learn” symposium on Saturday, Oct 26, can do
so by registering on the ADS website:
https://daffodilusa.org/events-show-calendar/fall-

symposiums/2019-fall-forum-daffodil-show/

(Google says Lynchburg is a 3-hour, 11-minute drive
from Gloucester.)

Join us and the ADS
If you would like to become a member of the

Gloucester Daffodil Club, just provide your name
and contact information to Peggy Bowditch at
gloucesterdaffodils@gmail.com.

There are no rules or mandatory tasks in the
club—the only membership requirement is a love of
daffodils and a desire to share that passion.

It is hoped that through regular meetings

knowledge will be gained and new friendships
forged as members share their knowledge and
passion for daffodils.

Contributions, comments and questions for the
newsletter are encouraged. Contact Nancy Fuchs,
nanfox@gmail.com, 804-580-1952.

The American Daffodil Society website is a
treasured resource—DaffSeek for bloom IDs and
DaffNet for online discussions and reports. Then
there’s the DaffLibrary, containing over 60 years of
material that has been scanned and offered for
reading and/or downloading.

And that’s not all—ADS also produces the
Daffodil Journal, a full-color quarterly publication

(mailed, not digital) loaded with photos and articles,
including a regular feature, “Notes for the Newcomer.”

If you are not yet a member of the ADS, please join.
Dues are $30 annually or $75 for three years. It’s easy,
just go to the website: www.daffodilusa.org or mail
your check to: American Daffodil Society Membership
Department, 8374 State Rd. 45, Unionville, IN 47468.

2019 Over Performers!


