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Daffodil Club meets 
Thirty-eight people interested in learning more 

about growing, showing and showing off 

Gloucester’s treasured daffodil attended the Nov. 8 

meeting of a club dedicated to just that. 

Held in the Chesapeake Lounge at Brent & 

Becky’s Bulbs in Gloucester, one of the founders, 

Peggy Bowditch, welcomed everyone and outlined 

some of the club’s goals: promoting the planting of 

more daffodils in public and private spaces; 

mentoring each other, especially youth; designing a 

map for self-guided driving tour(s) of the county 

and working with the local schools to encourage 

more plantings  

The club’s program featured Brent Heath who 

showed 

images of 

daffodils 

growing in 

Spain, 

Portugal, 

France and 

Austria. 

These wild 

daffodils are 

the early 

parents of modern hybrids — there are about 27,000 

daffodil hybrids today. 

He also pointed out what judges look for when 

selecting winning blooms—he would show two 

cultivars that looked equally great, then point out  

their differences, explaining why one of them would 

do well on the show bench, while the other would 

be great in the landscape. 

Next, Brent conducted a workshop on planting 

bulbs in containers. (Brent & Becky’s Bulbs pro-

vided a container with soil and bulbs for everyone.) 

Since a class for daffodils grown in pots is included 

for the first time in the Gloucester daffodil show 

next spring, this was an important lesson. 

[Marty Ross took great notes—thanks. See her 

detailed how-to on page 3.] 

After the potting workshop, club members lined 

up for a free daffodil bulb exchange. 

Donors anxious to encourage the appreciation of 

daffodils and introduce new varieties included Dr. 

John Reed of Oakwood Daffodils (Michigan), ADS 

judge/hybridizer Clay Higgins (North Carolina), 

and the Washington (D.C) Daffodil Society. Local 

daffodilians also shared their summer digs. 

Community Planting 
The Gloucester Daffodil Club wasted no time to 

begin working on its goal to Paint Gloucester Yellow. 

One member, who prefers to remain anonymous, planted 

daffodils at the new brewery at White Marsh, “That 

Damn Mary.” She also planted at Yolanda’s on Main 

Street in the Courthouse. 

A number of folks planted 325 daffodil bulbs in early 

December around the Fairfield Foundation—

Gloucester’s Center for Archaeology, Education, and 

Preservation located at the highly visible corner where 

route 14 and Main Street intersect at Gloucester 

Courthouse. 



Eight different daffodil cultivars were planted in beds 

around the newly restored old gas station. The daffodils 

should be blooming about the time of the Daffodil 

Festival.  

Daffodil cultivars planted: ‘Fortissimo,’ ‘Ceylon,’ 

‘Tamara,’ ‘Monal’, ‘Thalia,’ ‘Cragford,’ ‘Cassata’ and 

‘Smiling Twin.’  

Participating in the planting were, front row from left, Marty 

Ross, Warren Zuger; middle row, Bonnie Bailey, Barry Bailey, 

Victoria Gum, Daniel Hopkins, Ashley McCuistion, Anna 

Rhodes, Peggy Bowditch; and, back row, Fairfield Foundation 

co-directors Thane Harpole and David Brown.  

 

Show Time 
Volunteering: The Gloucester Daffodil Show is 

set for April 6, 2 to 5 p.m. and April 7, noon to 5 

p.m. at Botetourt School. 

If you would like to help with the show, here are 

the chairpersons to contact: 

Becky Horsley, hospitality: gettinsurance@ 

msn.com  

Carla Stanley, show clerks. To get on the waiting 

list to be a clerk: carlastanle@yahoo.com 

Georgette Hurley oversees the dog-sitting “Pups 

and Petals” table outside the daffodil show. 

Volunteers walk and watch the dogs while the dogs’ 

owners enjoy the daffodil show. Contact Georgette 

ghurley5@cox.net 

Entering the show: Obtain a show schedule and 

study it BEFORE coming—printed copies will be 

available a few weeks before the show but you can 

visit the county’s festival website now and 

download a pdf of the schedule. 

http://daffodilfestivalva.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/10/Horticulture.pdf 

Try to enter the Friday evening before the 

show—everything you need to stage your blooms 

will be ready and the atmosphere is more relaxed.   

The workspace at the school opens at 4:30 p.m., 

remaining open until 8:30. Knowledgeable people 

will be available until 7 p.m. to answer your 

questions and assist you with staging. 

  A funny thing happened on the  

  way to the show… 
Well, they weren’t funny at the time, but some 

of our mishaps during show prep were certainly 

learning experiences. 

Don’t forget address labels: “One of the first 

shows I attended away from home was at 

Hernando, MS.  I forgot all my address labels. My 

dear friend Alice who had never been to a daffodil 

show before nor had experienced the 

phenomenon of people staging flowers late into 

the night, was kind enough to sit with me and 

write my name and address on all my entry 

cards.  That’s friendship!  Now I keep a kit ready 

to take to shows with all the items I’ll need 

including address labels.” Becky Fox Matthews, 

Tennessee 

Make sure your water spritzer bottle is only used 

for water: “I forgot my spray bottle and borrowed 

someone else’s bottle who had previously mixed 

Clorox with water. Trust me, it was not a good 

combination as it killed my fleurs. Now I always 

keep a spare mini spray bottle in my work bag in 

case my large bottle goes astray.” Ceci Brown, 

Virginia 

Stay Awake: “My usual mishap is that I fall asleep 

on my way to the show—I usually manage to get 

there at the entry deadline and can place but not 

groom two or three entries, at least twice I had a 

blue ribbon for something I never would have 

entered had I been awake. I have an even worse 

schedule now, but I may fly to a couple shows.” 

John Beck, Illinois 
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Daffodils aid in dementia treatment 
 

Below are excerpts from an article about a daffodil 

derivative used to treat dementia. It was published by 

Homecare, a UK-based agency assisting seniors. 

Certain varieties of daffodils produce galantamine, 

and their ability to do this increases when they are grown 

at higher altitudes and in harsher weather, causing them 

to flower later. 

Galantamine works by inhibiting an enzyme that 

leads to the cognitive impairment found in people with 

Alzheimer’s. 

So, sheep farmer Kevin Stephens in the Welsh Black 

Mountains turned his farm into fields of yellow 

daffodils. He was motivated by a desire to give people 

with dementia a better future and to give his family an 

additional sustainable farming income. 

 “When we started doing this, people thought we 

were completely nuts. But it is starting to get some 

credibility and people are taking us seriously now,” he 

said. 

His farm is now producing enough galantamine to 

treat over 9,000 people with dementia. 

To read more, go to: 

https://www.homecare.co.uk/news/article.cfm/id/1603797/wels

h-farmer-produces-natural-dementia-drug-daffodils? 

 

 

How to pot bulbs for spring blooms 
Together we each 

planted five ‘Baby 

Boomer’ (a Div 7 Y-

Y miniature) daffodil 

bulbs in pots to take 

home.  

The bulbs were 

planted with their 

tips showing, not 

completely buried, as  

they would be if we          Dottie Harris at work 

had been planting in the ground (where the proper 

planting depth is three times as deep as the height of 

the bulb). Shallow planting close to the surface like 

this allows lots of room for the bulbs’ roots to grow. 

Brent calls this technique growing daffodils ON 

pots, not IN pots  

We planted five bulbs in a 6-inch diameter pot 

filled with potting soil. If possible, choose a potting 

soil containing pine bark and peat moss, Brent 

suggests, because it drains well and has some 

structure. 

Otherwise, fresh potting soil (not garden dirt) 

 

is a good choice. There is no need for pot shards or 

coffee filters in the bottom of the pot, Brent says. 

After planting, water well. Allow the roots to 

develop in a spot where the temperature is about 50-

60 degrees. The pot will fill with roots within two 

weeks. Then keep the pot uniformly cool all winter. 

You could place the pot on the north side of a shed 

or the house, nestled against the structure, or in 

an unheated garage or shed. If it is outdoors, cover 

the pot with crushed leaves or wood chips, about six 

inches of mulch on the top and sides. 

In mid February or early March, when the foliage 

starts to grow, move the pots to a sunny spot and 

carefully remove the mulch. Daffodil cultivars that 

bloom in mid-season (such as Baby Boomer) should 

be in bloom in their pots in time for the Gloucester 

Daffodil Show, April 6 and 7, 2019. There will be 

two container classes, one for standard daffodils and 

one for miniatures. 

Some of Brent’s favorite daffodils for containers: 

• ‘Rapture’ has won more blue ribbons than almost 

any other daffodil. 

• ‘Orange Comet,’ a new Brent and Becky hybrid, has 

great show potential. 

• ‘Surfside’ is a good show flower, also for pots. 

• ‘Golden Echo,’ a Brent and Becky hybrid, is superb 

for pots. 

• ‘Prosecco’ is good for pots. Too much sun will 

bleach the trumpet. 

• More favorites: ‘Pipet,’ ‘Sailboat,’ ‘Silver Smiles,’ 

‘Aspasia,’ ‘Avalanche,’ ‘Falconet,’ ‘Geranium,’ 

‘Julia Jane,’ ‘Smiling Twin,’ ‘Tiny Bubbles,’ ‘Baby 

Boomer,’ ‘Hawera.’ 

Other observations: 

• For pots, choose shorter daffodils. 

• On the show bench, judges like smooth, overlapping 

petals. Judges like symmetry. 

—Marty Ross 

 

 

Next Meeting Feb. 7 
The Gloucester Daffodil Club will meet Thursday, 

Feb. 7 at 4 p.m. in the Chesapeake Lounge at Brent & 

Becky’s Bulbs.  (Come early if you want to shop, the 

Bulb Shoppe closes at 4!) 

The program will cover how to enter horticulture and 

design classes for the April show, featuring experienced 

growers and designers. 

 

 



 

 

Spring 2019 Virginia Shows 
Garden Club of Virginia – March 26,  

     Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 

1800 Lakeside Ave 

Richmond, VA 23228 

Virginia Daffodil Society – March 30-31,  

     Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 

1800 Lakeside Ave 

Richmond, VA 23228 

Gloucester - April 6-7 

Botetourt Elementary School 

6361 Main St 

Gloucester, VA 23061 

Upperville – April 9 

Buchanan Hall 

8549 John S Mosby Hwy  

Upperville, VA 20184 

Washington Daffodil Society – April 13-14 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Show 

Scottish Rite Temple 

1430 W. Braddock Rd 

Alexandria, VA 22302 

 

 

American Daffodil Society 
The American Daffodil Society website is a treasured 

resource—DaffSeek for bloom IDs and DaffNet for 

online discussions and reports.  Then there’s the 

DaffLibrary, containing 

over 60 years of material 

that has been scanned 

and offered for reading 

and/or downloading. 

It’s great fun to peruse 

old show schedules, 

convention programs 

and Journals, as well 

as daffodil-related 

articles from other 

publications. But 

wait, there’s more! 

The Daffodil Journal is 

a quarterly publication (mailed, not 

digital) loaded with photos and articles, including a 

regular feature, “Notes for the Newcomer.” 

If you are not yet a member of the ADS, please join. 

Dues are $30 annually or $75 for three years. It’s easy, 

just go to the website:  www.daffodilusa.org.  

 

 

 

Judging School 
An ADS-sanctioned Judging School will be 

offered Friday, April 5, 2019, in the Chesapeake 

Lounge at Brent & Becky’s Bulbs. 

This school is the first step (there are two more 

schools) toward becoming an accredited ADS judge 

and will contain much valuable information about 

growing and showing daffodils. The school is also 

open to anyone who wishes to audit the class.  

Registration must be received by March 29, 2019 

and is limited to 30. Those planning to take the test 

must have current membership in the ADS. 

Sign-in that Friday morning is at 8 a.m. The class 

will start promptly at 8:30 a.m. Students taking the 

test may enter the meeting room as early as 7 a.m. 

Friday morning to study the 15 cultivars for the ID 

test. The cultivars will also be available for study 

the evening before, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

For more information and/or an application, 

contact Peggy Bowditch, 

gloucesterdaffodils@gmail.com. 

Volunteers are needed to aid in registration and 

hospitality, contact Peggy if you can help. 

 

Join the Club! 
If you would like to become a member of the 

Gloucester Daffodil Club, just provide your name 

and contact information to Peggy Bowditch at 

gloucesterdaffodils@gmail.com. 

There are no rules or mandatory tasks in the 

club—the only membership requirement is a love of 

daffodils and a desire to share that passion.   

It is hoped that through regular meetings 

knowledge will be gained and new friendships 

forged as members share their knowledge and 

passion for daffodils. 

Contributions, comments and questions for the 

newsletter are encouraged. Contact Nancy Fuchs, 

nanfox@gmail.com, 804-580-1952. 
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