
 

       

                    

 

Northeast North Carolina 

Daffodil Society Newsletter 
 

Fall 2014 
 

 

 

 

FALL MEETING OCT. 25 

The 2014 Fall meeting of the Northeast NC 

Daffodil Society will be on Saturday, Oct. 25 at 10 

a.m. at the Currituck County Extension Facility, 120 

Community Way, Barco, NC 27917.  

Please RSVP to Clay & Fran (252) 491-9268 and 

leave a message, or contact Debbie Kelso at (252) 

232-2262 or send an email to 

clayhiggins@centurylink.net, or use the mailer on 

the back page so that we can get a count of those 

coming.  

Invite your friends--You don’t have to be a 

member to attend this meeting. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
The year started with a series of cold fronts bringing 

us a colder spring than normal in Northeast North 

Carolina.  That seemed to make for a good daffodil 

flowering season. We had a great Daffodil Show in 

2014 with a lot of help from members and the 

Master Gardener Volunteers. I do thank all those 

that volunteered this year. We couldn’t do it without 

you. You do not have to be a Daffodil Expert to 

help with the NENCDS daffodil show.   

 

Clay has a good program and an excellent speaker 

lined up for us at the fall meeting. He has a lot of 

daffodils to give away again at the bulb exchange 

held during that meeting. The idea is to have fun 

and enjoy ourselves while putting on a show and 

our meeting each year. 

 

As an extra bonus, Cora Wade has published with 

the help of Clay and Fran the first Daffodil Society 

Yearbook for 2014 -2015 with all the important 

dates and functions of the Society. It has a limited 

distribution to our Society members only. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Ferguson has created a Facebook page for the 

Northeast North Carolina Daffodil Society. Search 

for it and “like” to be connected. 

 

Peggy Lilienthal 

President, NE NC Daffodil Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOW CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Our Daffodil Show date for 2015 has been 

changed to the last weekend Friday and 

Saturday March 27-28.   

Please note:  We had a great year this year. We 

need a lot of people each year to make the show 

work. Please let me know if you are willing to help, 

even if it is a minor job that needs to be done.  

Our show had a smaller number of exhibitors and a 

total of 768 daffodils, a little above our average of 

600.   

We didn’t have as many exhibitors outside our area 

as in a normal year, but success is success. 

Many thanks to the Master Gardener volunteers of 

Currituck County for carrying the heavy burden of 

setting up the show and providing the show clerks, 

registration and information desk personnel. 

Additional thanks goes to James Fincher and his 

committee for producing the Design Section of the 

show. Thanks also go to Mechelle Murray for being 

the Show Reporter/Tabulator and to Peggy 

Lilienthal for all the work she did as the Awards 

Chairperson.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Clay Higgins 

 



 

 

FALL PROGRAM 

Glenna Graves is our fall meeting speaker. Glenna 

has been a Regional VP for the American Daffodil 

Society Mid-Atlantic Region and has worked as 

show chairman for both the Garden Club of 

Virginia and the Washington Daffodil Society. She 

is an accredited daffodil judge, a daffodil judge 

instructor and an expert on daffodils.   

 

Annual Raffle:  Again we will have a bulb raffle 

where you can take a chance on one bulb for a $2 

donation or three for $5. The donation supports our 

NENCDS expenses and our efforts to put on a 

quality show. And only the best-of-the best are 

offered in the raffle. 

 

Bulb Exchange:  Clay dug lots of daffodils this 

year with the help of Kerie Otoole and Del 

DeMarchis, yielding plenty of bulbs for the 

exchange. At the end of the meeting there will again 

be a Bulb Exchange and Giveaway.  

If you have any named bulbs or plants (they don’t 

have to be daffodils) that you would like to share, 

we encourage you to bring them. You must be a 

member to participate in the bulb exchange. That’s 

the membership advantage.     

 

New Member Bonus: As in the past, all new 

members of NENCDS will receive a minimum of 

three separate varieties of daffodils in addition to 

the bulb exchange/ give-away. Please, new 

members, let me [Clay] know you are coming so 

I will make up the proper number of bulb 

packages.   

 

Pot Luck Lunch: The 

fall meeting runs to and 

sometimes through 

lunch, therefore we 

plan a pot luck lunch. Please bring a covered small 

dish (to serve 5 or 6) of a favorite to share. 

 

NENCDS Summer Meeting minutes 

We had a successful summer meeting/picnic June 7 

at the home of President Peggy Lilienthal. 

Old Business: 

The Fall meeting and bulb exchange will take 

place Oct. 25, 10 a.m. at the Extension Building in 

Barco. Members are encouraged to dig up and share 

their own bulbs once they begin to thrive and 

multiply. Clay also reminded us that when we 

choose bulbs to order or plant, we should select 

flowers that bloom early to mid-spring if we want 

stems to exhibit in our daffodil show. 

Treasury Report: 

We saved money on the Show luncheon by going to 

Subway. 

We have $579.00 in our treasury. 

The largest expense other than Show Lunch was the 

printing of the show schedule. 

The Minutes from our Spring meeting are available 

online. 

Show Report:  Clay gave a quick review of Class 

winners from our 2014 show. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Nominating committee.  The nominating 

committee nominated the following slate of officers 

for 2015:  They are: President, Peggy Lilienthal; 

Vice President, Ken Ferguson; Secretary, Lesley 

Miner; and Treasurer, Clay Higgins.  This slate of 

officers will be approved by the membership at the 

fall 2014 Society meeting. 

Clay reiterated the need for new members and 

volunteers for the many duties our club performs.  

We had a discussion on the special need for help 

with the heavy lifting chores—putting up and taking 

down the tables and chairs needed for meetings and 

shows. We may look into requesting help from 4-H 

groups or perhaps the Boy Scouts. 

Clay announced that the ADS National 

Convention and Daffodil Show will take place in 

Williamsburg next spring April 9 through 12. 

 

With business concluded, members adjourned for a 

Pot Luck dinner. Many thanks again to the 

Lilienthal’s for hosting us. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Lesley Miner, Secretary 

 

DUES DUE:  NENC Daffodil Society 

Membership Renewal is due in October 2014. 

The small membership dues are $15 individual, $20 

family. New as well as existing members more than 

recover the $15 membership fee with free bulbs.   

 

NEWSLETTER:  The NENC 

Daffodil Society publishes a 

minimum of three newsletters each 

year.  These newsletters are 

envisioned as:  

1) Before the fall meeting  

2) Spring (end of winter) 

before our spring meeting and show, and  
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3) Late spring/early summer as the show 

report.  

4) And, as needed. 

 

Directions to the Fall Northeast North Carolina 

Daffodil Society Meeting: The Fall meeting is in 

the auditorium in the County Cooperative Extension 

Agency center located with the Currituck 

Community Park, off of Aviation Parkway at 120 

Community Way, Barco, NC 27917, at US Route 

158.  

 

Planting time:  Late October, November and early 

December is the preferred daffodil planting.   

 _____________________________ 

 

These “daffodils,” created by talented Garden Club of 
Gloucester members, bloomed outside Ware Academy for 
the 2012 and 2013 daffodil shows. 

 

 ____________________________ 

 

The “Earth Works” column below first appeared in 

the Richmond Times Dispatch March 11, 2000, but 

is still timely.  Nancy Ross Hugo is the author of 

five books and hundreds of articles about nature 

and the outdoors. The former garden columnist for 

the Richmond Times-Dispatch and education 

manager at the Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden she 

kindly gave permission to the NENCDS to reprint 

the article. 

 

Water critical for best daffodil blooms 
By Nancy Ross Hugo 

 

In the most recent issue of the Virginia Daffodil 

Society newsletter, two things struck me—one was 

the wide variation in the advice expert daffodil 

growers give about growing daffodils, and the other 

was how many of those growers mention water as 

the key to growing the best daffodils. 

Daffodil enthusiast and judge Kathy Welsh had 

interviewed several of the Daffodil Society’s finest 

growers and exhibitors about what winter and 

spring daffodil chores they perform, and you’d have 

thought she’d asked a panel of politicians how to 

retire the national debt, so varied and idiosyncratic 

were their responses. I called many of those same 

growers to get my own take on their opinions, and 

ended my phone calls more convinced than ever 

that anyone looking for the one right way to grow 

daffodils better not ask the question of more than 

one expert. 

“You’ll get as many answers as there are daffodil 

growers,” says Delia Bankhead, a daffodil authority 

who once lived in Virginia but now gardens in 

Hendersonville, NC. 

Watering was at the top of more than one list in 

terms of what experts do to create great show 

flowers. 

“Water is the number one ingredient for big, 

beautiful flowers,” Bankhead said. And “Water! 

Water! Water!” was Bill Pannill’s advice when 

asked the key to growing big, beautiful show 

daffodils. (Pannill is considered one of the best 

daffodil hybridizers in the world.) 

What’s odd here is that most backyard gardeners 

have been schooled in the fact that if there’s one 

way to kill a bulb, it’s to plant it where water 

stands. “They HATE wet feet,” says Bankhead, who 

notes that daffodils will rot in a spot that doesn’t 

have good drainage. 

The distinction here is that daffodils need lots of 

water provided at the proper time, but they never 

want to be standing in it. In terms of when they  

 
‘The distinction here is that 

daffodils need lots of water 
provided at the proper time, but 
they never want to be standing in 
it.’ 

 
need water, Brent Heath of Brent and Becky’s 

Bulbs says the daffodil’s moisture needs are heavy 

and critical during the spring growing season, 

virtually non-existent during summer dormancy, 

light and steady during fall root initiation, and light 

throughout the winter. 

During the growing season (from the time they 

break dormancy in the fall until their foliage dies  
down in the summer), Bankhead says she tries to 

make sure her daffodils get an inch of water a 



 

 

week—providing supplemental water with soaker 

hoses when rain or snow doesn’t provide it. Only 

when the faucets are shut off, in the coldest part of 

winter, does she vary from that regimen. 

“You can pick up an el-cheapo rain gauge at 

Southern States,” she says. “I write it down on my 

calendar in green ink,” she says of her rain records. 

She records how much rain her garden has gotten 

after every rainfall, then empties the rain gauge. 

Otherwise, she says, you wouldn’t get an accurate 

reading because so much water would evaporate 

between readings. 

Bankhead is unapologetic about going to that 

much trouble to provide her daffodils as much water 

as they need. “All gardening is paying attention,” 

she says. “People don’t have green thumbs; that’s 

an illusion. They really care about the things they’re 

doing or they don’t. It gets down to caring.” 

In addition to providing them water during the 

growing season, Bankhead says it’s important to 

recognize that daffodil bulbs want to be dry during   
 
“All gardening is paying 
attention. People don’t have green 
thumbs; that’s an illusion. They 
really care about the things 
they’re doing or they don’t. It gets 
down to caring.” 

          Delia Bankhead 
 

the summer. For that reason, she suggests that if 

you overplant your bulbs with annuals, you should 

use annuals that have low moisture needs. 

“Marigolds are ideal,” she says. “Sweet alyssum is 

another good one.” 

In terms of what supplemental water during the 

spring and fall growing season does for daffodils, 

Bankhead says, “If they have additional water, the 

blooms are bigger and more colorful.” 

Bigger I could understand, but more colorful? 

“Yes,” Bankhead says. “Have you ever seen how 

bright the red, orange and pink cups are on some of 

the daffodils in a daffodil show? In hot, dry climates 

like the deep South, those colors are very pale, but 

in moist areas like the Pacific Northwest, the 

blooms are larger and much more intensely colored. 

“High thin clouds help, too. You don’t get that 

kind of weather in Richmond,” she says, “so 

growers try to reproduce those conditions by 

providing supplemental water and sometimes 

shading their daffodils to keep the sun from fading 

their colors.” 

Before you run out and buy soaker hoses for your 

daffodils, however, you might want to know that 

not all serious daffodil growers are irrigating their 

daffodils. Bankhead emphasizes that she is talking 

about growing show daffodils and that run-of-the-

mill daffodils “can do perfectly well without that 

much water.” 

One of the best daffodil growers in the mid-

Atlantic, Anne Donnell Smith, reports, in fact, that 

watering is not an option for her because her 

daffodil beds are too far from her water supply. 

And, as a laissez-faire daffodil grower myself, I was 

reassured to hear Patrick Burke, president of the 

Virginia Daffodil Society, says, “I’ve heard people 

talk about needing to water daffodils, but I’ve never 

gotten into it myself. I just depend on the elements.” 

What all this watering information does for me is 

to make me more aware of when daffodils 

appreciate water and when they don’t. Now after a 

spring rain, when I go outside and think I can feel 

the daffodils stretching and growing and taking on 

strength, I’ll know my instincts are right. And when 

the droughts of summer inevitably return, I’ll know 

to worry about lots of things, but not my dormant 

daffodils. 
©2000 Nancy Ross Hugo 

 

 

 

Proposed Officers for 

NENCDS for 2015 
 

President: Peggy Lilienthal 

   Email - phone 

Vice President: Ken Ferguson 

   Email - phone 

Secretary: Lesley Miner 

   Email - phone 

Treasurer: Clay Higgins 

   clayhiggins@centurylink.net, 252-491-9268 
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