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Message from the Chairman Northeast North 

Carolina Daffodil Society. I’m again putting 

together a short newsletter to our members to 

communicate the results of the 7th
 
Annual Northeast 

North Carolina Daffodil Show held in the 

auditorium of the NC Currituck  Extension Center in 

Barco, March 22.   

 

June Meeting:  The Summer Daffodil Society 

Meeting will take place on June 7
th
 summer at Peggy 

Lilienthal’s home, 5:00PM, casual dress, please 

bring something for the pot luck picnic. Peggy’s 

home is at 159 Mariner’s Way, Moyock, NC. There 

will be an organizational meeting, a review of the 

show, and a discussion of bulbs for fall planting. 

 

Fall Meetng: Our fall meeting is scheduled for 

October 25, 2014 at 10:00am on Saturday.  We will 

have a guest speaker, tentatively Glenna Graves that 

was supposed to speak two years ago, but was 

canceled out by Hurricane Sandy.. 

 

Several of the judges that comes to our show yearly 

commented this year that they have seen a drastic 

improvement in the quality of daffodils shown at our 

show.  Secondly they commented on how the 

NENCDS group as a whole knows how to enter 

daffodils and not as much confusion as to the names 

and categories to enter the daffodils. Their comment 

that our exhibitors are “Well trained” was something 

that I sort of ignored, but was proud of at the same 

time.   

 

When buy bulbs from Catalogs or Brent and 

Becky’s,  buy bulbs that are labled Early or Early 

Mid Season.  However, if you want to hedge your 

bets with the bulbs, go ahead and buy some of the 

mid season to late bulbs and it will extend your 

blooming season in your garden a little longer.  

Without mulch, or shade, the hot weather we have in 

May through June  may “cook” the late bulbs and 

cause them to dwindle. 

 

We are going to have another large number of bulbs 

at the exchange again this year if I get a chance to 

dig them.  Come and get your bulbs in October. 

Assuming that Kerie, Del and others help me dig 

again this year. 

 

Show Report:  The Northeast North Carolina 

Daffodil Society Show co-sponsored by the 

Currituck County Extension Agency and the Master 

Gardener Volunteers of Currituck County, NC held 

it's 7rd annual Daffodil Show at the Currituck 

County Extension Center in Barco, NC on March 22 

2014.  The show was chaired by Clay Higgins and 

Co-Chaired by Peggy Lilienthal 

. 

The Master Gardener Volunteers of Currituck 

County were everywhere in the show and were again 

the engine that made it run. The support of manning 

of the information booths, exhibitor registration, 

providing support to the judging, and the “breaking 

down” of the show at the end was critical.  Thank 

you.  Joyce Stallings completed the “layout of the 

Sections Classes on the tables” and set-up the show 

hall with her steady assistant Kerie O’Toole.   I’d 

like to name all the Master Gardeners but space does 

not allow. 

 

This year we also had a number of our Daffodil 

Society members join in and work the show with the 

Master Gardeners.  Between us all, we got it done. 

 

Special thanks goes to the Design Committee, 

Chaired by James Fincher, with Mechelle Murray. It 

takes a lot of people to pull off a successful show 

like we had this year. 

 

Special thanks to all those that helped at the show! 

There are more than I can name, but to name a few 

Debbie Kelso, Fran Higgins, Anna Lowdermilk, 

Joyce Stallings, Ken Ferguson, Kerie O’Toole, 

Peggy Lilienthal, Cory Taylor, Cora Wade, Del De 

Marchis, Teri and John Morrison, Jody Lockhart, 

and all those that manned the information and 

registration tables, and those that stayed to help 

break down the show.  As the show chairman, I truly 

appreciated the help.  
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Daffodil Show Exhibitors:  We had Pizza night 

again on Friday night which was again our big night 

for exhibitors.  Others that we thank brought snacks 

for the exhibitors.  We socialized as we staged our 

daffodils; talked to people we haven’t seen for a 

while and prepared blooms for the show bench. We 

all worked together and helped each other until the 

last daffodil was entered in the show. Much thanks 

goes to Richard Ezell, and members of our own 

group that helped with new members and small 

growers.  And, we had a lot of fun!!! 

 

Judging: We appreciate those that brought 

“goodies” for the judge’s coffee, the exhibitors and 

the daffodil entry times.  Most of the judges were 

from Virginia, with two from Maryland, and one 

each from Pennsylvania and West Virginia. They 

came a long distance at their own cost and on their 

own time.  Our judges are essential to the success of 

the show and for keeping the show certified under 

the American Daffodil Society.  We thank them for 

their help and expertise with the daffodils. 

 

Daffodil Show 

 

2014 show provided a total of 768 daffodils stems 

entered into the show.  We had a total of 351 entries 

or exhibits in the show.  Our number of exhibitors 

was smaller than previous years with 30.   

 

James Fincher with the help of the extension 

center, Mechelle Murray, and his design committee 

and the Master Gardener Volunteers of Currituck 

County that all contributed can be thanked for 

another outstanding effort in the design classes.  

Thanks again Jim for you and your committee.  A 

job well done. 

 

Daffodil Show Local Awards: In recognition of 

our local staff: 

Design Section:   

Gold Ribbon for Best in Show: 

Mechelle Murray: Name of exhibit “Water is 

Essential” 

People Choice Award:  Not reported. 

 

 

 

Horticulture Section: 

1.Small Grower Award: Thelma Scott: Pinza 

2Y-O 

2.Wild Goose Award for the most blue Ribbons 

for a small grower: Peggy Lilienthal: 9 Blue 

Ribbons 

3.Best Youth Bloom:  Ryan Potter: Snipe 6W-W 

4.Youth 3 Stems Award:  Katelyn Potter: 

Apricot Lace 11aW-P 

5.Youth Best Collection of Five: Katelyn Potter 

a. Ceylon 2Y-O 

b. Apricot Lace 11aW-P 

c. Maria 6Y-O 

d. Ice Follies 2W-W 

e. Fellow’s favorite 2YYW-O 

6.Best Photograph: Buddy Flattum: Daffodils in 

Garden 

7.Best Novice Award: Marion Dannart: Pinza 

2Y-O 

8. Best Historic: Peggy Lilienthal: St. Keverne 

2Y-Y 1934. 

9.Historic 3 stems:  Thelma Scott: St Keverne 

2Y-Y 1934 

10.Classic Best: Nancy Fuchs: Shah 7Y-Y 1949 

11.Classic 3 Stems: Peggy Lilienthal: Barrett 

Browning 3Y-O 1945 

12.Best in Show: Hambledon 2YYW-Y: 

Exhibited by Clay & Fran Higgins 

13.Most Blue Ribbons in Show:  Clay & Fran 

Higgins  

 

It’s encouraging to see our members venturing out 

into Historic’s, Classic’s and into the “standard” 

classes at the show, instead of just exhibiting in the 

Small Growers.  It also indicates that our daffodils 

are getting better than those house “bedding” planted 

daffodils in our yards.  That bulb exchange in the 

fall is beginning to pay off with improved quality. 

 

 

 

Clay & Fran 

Chairman of the NE NC Daffodil Society  

Email Clay & Fran at: clayhiggins@centurylink.net  

mailto:clayhiggins@centurylink.net

