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Dear Daffodil Friends, 

My big push to dig a multitude of bulbs this summer has been accomplished and the selling off of this 

stock is about half completed. The first lifting of bulbs occurred at Libby Frey's on a ridge where cattle grazed 

sixty years ago, The soil there is easily worked and the fact that Libby has purchased bulbs from around the 

world made this dig especially attractive. Ideally, the way to approach marking clumps to be dug would to visit 

the blooming field over a five to six week period. The reality is I got in the field twice during late season 

bloom and tagged 25 clumps to be dug in June. Pete Kinne came up with a great idea to mark those clumps 

for easy locating once foliage is gone and the pasture grass is at least two feet high. The technique is to use 

surveyor's tape in orange or red and loosely encompass the clump at ground level and tie the two ends 

together. The outline of the area to be dug is nicely defined and where to place the spade cut (slightly beyond 

the tape circle) is crystal clear. My consistent identification procedure is to place an I.D. tag in the ground on 

the north side of the clump along with a metal stake if grass height is an issue. For those of you at Saturday's 

meeting, forgive me for repeating myself but I think this is the most important bit of digging help that I can 

share with you. Large bulb digs also were conducted at Helen Link's where the master gardener students of 

Morgan County assisted and at John Reed's in Niles, Michigan. The best time was at Joe Hamm's in 

southwestern Pennsylvania where my daffodil buddy from Cincinnati and I were treated like royalty. Fredrica 

and I hope to have an invitation for a repeat performance in the future and I want to draw your attention to 

the fact that Joe plans on hosting a daffodil show at his barn house this coming spring. Now that will be fun. 

One huge incentive for me in the sale of daffodil bulbs this year was to offer the public photos of the 

cultivars that we sell, especially of beautiful flowers that for whatever reasons we don't have a name. To get a 

photo while these clumps were in bloom forced me to invest in a quality digital camera and our new member, 

Trena Trusty, came into my life at the most opportune time. Talking to someone who is knowledgeable 

about using digital cameras made all the difference to me and Trena gave me good direction and advice which 

helped me choose wisely. Canon power shot is what I bought with the I.S. feature. The camera shop 

salesperson explained that internal stability is extremely helpful in reducing jiggle while shooting close-ups of 

flowers. Having been an avid bird watcher in the past using binoculars, I heard him loud and clear. Most of 
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the photos I have taken have been of picked flowers 

staged in a test tube block with a black backdrop. That 

backdrop would be one of Pete's tee shirts stretched over 

a box lid. How simple is that? And it really helped that 

this past spring was the most beautiful growing season I 

have ever witnessed. For me, it was being in the right 

place at the right time. 

I am going to be selling daffodils at the Master 

Gardener's Conference September 26 from 12 Noon until 6:30PM and again on Saturday, September 27 from 

8AM until 1:15PM. Please call me at 812 332 5603 or email me at skinne@kiva.net  if you can help. This year's 

conference is at the Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center at Keystone Crossing. 

Hope to see you soon, 

Next Meetiny 

Saturday, October I I 

Regular Meeting 

Bulb & Plant Exchange. 

1:00 Holliday Park Nature Center 

Welcome (Yew Members! 
We hope you'll be able to come to our next 

meeting which is a bulb and plant exchange! 

Sandy Pankow, Ellettsville, IN 

Ann Hume, Martinsville 

Trena Trusty, Martinsville 

Jackie Schroeder, Carmel, IN 

April 24-27 ADS 2009 National Convention 

April 24-27, Chicago Illinois 

For all information, see this website: 

ads2009convention.org  

Convention Chair: Jill Griesse 
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Plant 9a f fodils Now 

September is the perfect month for planting bulbs 

because the soil in the garden will still be warm 

enough and there will still be plenty of time for 

good root development before freezing weather 

sets in. 

Be sure, however, to keep an eye on the moisture 

level in the soil. If the summer is very dry, such as 

this past year, and even if a wet autumn is 

expected, it's still advisable to provide water after 

planting. 

Location, Location, Location 
Choose a well-drained, sunny place. 

Hillsides and raised beds are best. 

Good drainage is the key. Spade at least twelve 

inches deep. Improve your clay with well-rotted 

compost, soil amendment, or planting mix and 

raise the bed. Slightly acidic soil is best, so you 

might add soil sulfur if you have alkaline soil. 

Plant your daffodil bulbs so the bottoms 

are 6" deep. Exactness isn't crucial; they'll adjust. 

Plant bulbs deeper in sandy soil than in clay. 

Top-dress with 6-24-24 or 5-10-10 when 

the leaf-tips emerge. As they flower, top-dress 

with 0-10-10 or 0-0-50. High-nitrogen fertilizer 

should be avoided. 

Daffodils need lots of water while they are 

growing. Water immediately after planting and 

keep them moist until the rains come. Continue 

watering for three weeks or so after blooming 

time; then stop watering. The bulbs make their 

next year's bloom after flowering. (Your first-year 

bloom is largely due to the previous grower of the 

bulb.) 

Label, Label, Label 
A lot of effort goes in to digging, and packing 

bulbs so they always have their name with 

them. PLEASE, mark your bulb plantings or 

make a map of your planting area so you don't 

end up with a lol of orphans. In case you want 

to exhibit in the local daffodil show, hint-hint, 

or order more of a bulb you particularly like. 

_Save the 9ates! 

2009 (95 Calendar 
Sat. March 21 I-4PM Holliday Park Nature 

Center 

Sat. August 29 I -4PM Holliday Park Nature 

Center 

Sat. October 10 I-4PM Holliday Park Nature 

Center 

Show dates: Set up: Wed. April 15 I-5PM 

Thurs. April 16 7-5PM (show open to public at 

2PM) Holliday Park Nature Center 

Fri. April 17 9-12PM open to public; tear down 12 

noon-2PM Holliday Park Nature Center 

Bulb sale: Sun. July 26 II-3PM We set up at 8AM 

Iris Society inside Holliday Park Nature Center 

Sun. August 23 11 -3PM We set up at 8AM Daylily 

Society inside. Holliday Park Nature Center 
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