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Dear Daffniks, 

It hasn't been a particularly bad winter, but I am still as anxious as ever for the arrival of spring weather. As I stroll 

through the garden looking at the daffodil foliage poking up through the soil, I am reminded that perennial weeds 

are so easy to pull now and really difficult to pull in July! I have some weeds that are pretty little rosettes with a 

bronze-ish cast to them. They are cute now and I always make the mistake of thinking they'll stay cute and little, 

but the weed becomes huge and the inconspicious flowers become huge fluffy seed heads on four foot stems. In 

July and August, as it seeds itself, I chastise myself for not getting the job done in March when it would have been 

so easy. 

I have daffodils blooming now. Narcissus bulbocodium and related species: The Romeos (N. romieuxii) and N. 

cantabricus. I don't like the names and can barely tell them apart, so I just call them all "Bulbos and Romeos" or 

just Hoop Petticoats. Since they bloom so early, they rarely make it to a show and that's the only place anybody 

would correct me for my poor pronunciation and ever poorer nicknames! These early bloomers have pale colors 

and are very small, so you need a couple dozen to make any kind of show in the garden; still they are early and 

look nice blooming with crocuses & snowdrops (and clash terribly with the golden yellow winter aconite). 

The other daffodil I have blooming came from Joe Hamm. It is an historic (of course) but is still used today for the 

cut flower market in the UK because it blooms so early. The one I grow is 'Marjorie Hines' I W-Y, but Joe has 

several different named varieties. They are coarse when they bloom, and only get coarser as they mature, the 

corona expanding most unattractively, but I think the first-blooming standard sized daffodil of the year, no matter 

how coarse, has a place in every garden. 

See 	u at the March meeting! 

Suzy Wert 

P.S. Please note two changes this year: Our regular March meeting has switched fro a weekday to a Saturday 

and we're back at Meridian Street for the Daffodil Show on the 21 st. 
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The other daffodil I have blooming came from Joe Hamm. lt is an historic (of course) but is still used today for the
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how coarse, has a place in every garden.

A Triannual
Suzy Wert, Editor

Daffodil Society
March 2005

See f/u ?t_$e March meeting!

QCtq suzvwert

PS. Please note two changes this year: Our regular March meeting has switched froVa weekday to a Saturday

and we're back at Merldian Street for the Daffodil Show on the 2lst.
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Daffodil Flower Show 

April 21 1:00-6:00 pm 

April 22 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Entries 7:00-10:45 am 

Meridian Street Methodist Church 

5500 N. Meridian Street, Indianapolis 

Contact Information: Kay Cunningham 

(donkayl959@aol.com) or 812-876-7947 

Day of Show information: 

Suzy Wert 317-445-6993 (cell phone) 

Yay! We're having our show back home again at 

Meridian Street Methodist Church! 

I hope that members who aren't showing flowers 

will come and support the show. Come for the 

potluck luncheon around noon, and stay for the 

show which opens for viewing at 1:00. 
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Spring Meeting Holliday Park on Sat., March 19, 2005 - Saturday, I -4pm. 

Show - Set up April 20 1:00; show 21 & 22. Meridian Street Methodist 5500 N. Meridian St. INDY 

Picnic will be last Sunday in June. Location TBA (All invitations will be considered.) 

Meeting and Plant/Bulb Exchange Holliday Park Sat., August 20, 2005 - Saturday, I -4pm. 

Meeting & Plant/Bulb Exchange Holliday Park Sat., October 8, 2005 - Saturday, I -4pm 

Bulb Sales Holliday Park - Sunday, July 31 and Sun., August 28, 2005 (subject to IDIS achedule) 
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The bulbocodiums which usually bloom with the 

snowdrops have been favorites of mine ever since I 

saw an IDS miniature slide show presentation by 

Helen Link. WOW! Don't tell the Daffodil Police I 

said it, but I think the hoop petticoat daffodils all 

look the same! The biggest variable is the color: 

lemon, greenish lemon, white, cream or golden. 

No red, orange or bicolors exist — oh, maybe one 

or two that are beige-yellow and greenish lemon, 

but for all intents and purposes, their colors are 

pale and demure. 

The white ones aren't perfectly hardy. We can 

grow them, yes, but you need to lift them in 

summer and replant in November. This late 

planting prevents them from coming up too early 

and getting spoiled by freezing weather in the mid 

teens and below. I mulch all my miniatures with 
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Spring Meeting Holliday Park on Sat., March 19, 2005 - Saturdan l-4pm.

Show - Set up April 20 l:00; show 2l &22. Meridian Street Methodist 5500 N. Meridian St. INDY

Picnic will be last Sunday in June. Location TBA (All invitations will be considered.)

Meeting and Plant/Bulb Exchange Holliday Park Sat., August 20, 2005 - Saturday, l-4pm.

Meeting & Plant/Bulb Exchange Holliday Park Sat., October 8, 2005 - Saturday, l-4pm

Bulb Sales Holliday Park - Sunday, July 3l and Sun., August 28, 2005 (subject to IDIS achedule)
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Daffodil Flower Show
April 2l l:00-5:00 pm

April 72 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Entries 7:00- 10:45 am

Meridian Street Methodist Church
5500 N. Meridian Street, lndianapolis
Contact lnformation: Kay Cunningham
(donkay I 959@aol.com) or 8 I 2-87 6-T 947

Day of Show information:
Suzy Wert 317-445-5993 (cell phone)

Yay! We're having our show back home again at

Meridian Street Methodist Church!

I hope that members who aren't showing flowers

will come and support the show. Come for the

potluck luncheon around noon, and stay for the

show which opens for viewing at l:00.
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finely chopped leaves in fall, just an inch thick. 

This keeps the flowers clean and sifts down in case 

the bulbs heave up out of the ground. After all my 

fall chores are done, I try to mulch the bulbos with 

pine needles. I have grown them for five years 

and any losses occur in storage, not in the ground. 

In addition to varying color, bulbocodiums have 

differing amounts of ruffling on the corona. Some 

of the coronas are flat or flattish, flaring widely, 

but some are more funnel shaped. The edges can 

be scalloped or ruffled or plain. Since they only get 

about 8 inches tall at maturity, the widely flaring 

ones give you more bang for your buck, but all are 

lovely. 

I said they all look alike, and really, they do, but 

hybridizers from down under — our Mates in 

Australia specifically -- are breeding standard 

sized hoop 

petticoat daffodils. 

It may take a few 

years for them to 

filter to the US, and 

another year for 

them to filter to 

Indiana, but 

Division 10 is about 

to explode! This is 

a totally new shape 

in full-sized daffodils, and one that many in the 

general public might not even recognize as a 

daffodil! 

1)/te-s 

Dues are due for 2005, so look on the back of this 

newsletter for the date on your address label now 

to see if you are in arrears. If it says 2003, you 

owe $10.00 and if it says 2004, you owe $5.00. 

Make checks payable to IDS and send to: 

IDS Treasurer, Sonja Eaton 

537 Fox Lane, Carmel, IN 46032 

e are going to forego the publishing of the 

yearbooks this year to see if an biennial 

publishing schedule will be okay with the 

general membership. Membership lists, and by-

laws, plus all the content of the yearbook will be 

available at the March meeting for those who need 

it. Most of the information for the yearbook is 

taken directly from the Ledger, anyway, and we 

think possibly a reminder postcard for the meetings 

would be time and money better spent. Let us 

know your thoughts in the fall. 

1- 

We need to pay the piper for 2005 to 

make sure we have a nice, clean and convenient 

venue for our meetings, sales, and exchanges. Last 

year Stephanie Elis and her family single handedly 

saved the day by volunteering more than 25 hours 

to the park. I'm sure Stephanie will put in some 

time this year, but no one person ever wants to 

feel like they're doing everything, and I hope some 

members will see fit to save a few hours for 

volunteer weeding. 

Please help prune in March or April. The 

20 amalanchiers growing on our parking lot berm 

have suckers that come up which look unsightly. 

It's easy, but delivers a lot of bang. 

If in doubt, consult the Holliday Park Staff 

in the Office. Be sure to document your time in the 

Volunteer Log Book under "Daffodil Society" and 

be sure to notify Kay Cunningham or Suzy Wert to 

get credit for IDS bonus bulbs in October. 
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Dues are due for 2005, so look on the back of this

newsletter for the date on your address label now

to see if you are in arrears. lf it says 2003, you

owe $10.00 and if it says 2004, you owe $5.00"

Make checks payable to IDS and send to:

IDS Treasurer, Sonja Eaton

537 Fox Lane, Carmel, lN 46037
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We need to pay the piper for 2005 to
make sure we have a nice, clean and convenient

venue for our meetings, sales, and exchanges. Last

year Stephanie Elis and her family single handedly

saved the day by volunteering more than 25 hours

to the park. I'm sure Stephanie will put in some

time this year, but no one person ever wants to
feel like they're doing everything, and l hope some

members will see fit to save a few hours for
volunteer weeding.

Please help prune in March or April. The

20 amalanchiers growing on our parking lot berm

have suckers that come up which look unsightly.

It's easy, but delivers a lot of bang.

lf in doubt, consult the Holliday Park Staff

in the Office. Be sure to document your time in the

Volunteer Log Book under "Daffodil Society" and

be sure to notify Kay Cunningham or Suzy Wert to
get credit for IDS bonus bulbs in October.
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Inside: A look at bulbocodiums 
2005 Calendar 

Next Meeting: SATURDAY, March 19., 2005 
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