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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
Your newsletter staff, Linda Van Beck (Chief 

Writer) and Phyllis Graham (Editor) wishes you – 
and your daffodils! – the best year ever.  

Tazettas now are in bloom everywhere.  
Where were they in November?  Even at Christmas 
only a few paper whites were blooming in 
Tallahassee, while Monticello was enjoying a good 
show.  There has been no “parade of blooms”.  The 
only tazettas for which blooming is over are Miss 
Lindsay and Shelag.  Why!! This is a first since John 
started keeping records (1994).  In 1996, he 
commented in the April newsletter that the “…fall 
weather was consistently colder than in years past 
and retarded the blooming of many tazettas….”  Our 
daffodil guru, Dr. Frazier Bingham, gave a 
consultation:  soil temperature, said he.  We have 
easily had 3 to 4 weeks of cold nights running close 
to 30°.  This accounts for the delay in blooming from 
Thanksgiving and the florets holding on so long.  At 
Thanksgiving foliage was small and puny and no 
buds were in sight.  Currently the topsoil is cold and 
damp.  

To top it off, “tender” Chinese Sacred Lily 
(8w-y) is blooming. as well as Omri (8w-y), 
Bethlehem (8w-y), Minor Monarque (8w-y), Turkish 
tazettas (8y-y), large/medium/small Paper Whites, 
and Miss Linda (8w-w).  Early Pearl (8w-y) is starting 
up.  Melanie Darst’s Soliel d’Or (8y-o) are fat and 
happy, facing the western sky.  N. italicus (8w-y) is 
blooming along Calhoun Street.  Paper Whites 
planted last year at historic sites are blooming.  

The west lawn bulb garden (at Goodwood 
Museum and Gardens) is amazing, with seemingly 
twice the number of bulbs as last year.  Paper 
Whites and N. italicus everywhere!  It seems ironic 
that at the time the FDS was formed at Goodwood, 
that nary a daffodil could be seen.  See the back 
page of this issue for a report based on material 
gathered for a talk at Goodwood last year.

The daffodil is our doorside queen;
She pushes upward the sword already,
To spot with sunshine the early green.

                                                               William Cullen Bryant                            

A ROSE IS A ROSE … BUT 
WHAT ABOUT A 
DAFFODIL?

 

The late Nat Williams was the only 
daffodilian within a 100 mile radius of 
Tallahassee.  One of his important 
contributions to the FDS was the preservation 
of a tazetta that grew in his aunt’s garden in 
Quitman, GA.  Later the Van Beck’s found 
more bulbs near Quitman, in Argyle.  Nat 
named this sturdy bunch daffodil with white 
petals and cream cup Minor Monarque.  

There is another Minor Monarque out 
west.  Sara Van Beck conducted research 
with the Royal Horticultural Society and the 
consensus is that we don’t have the Minor 
Monarque.  Grand Primo (8w-y) is noted to 
have many variants and we think we may 
have one of them.  Flowers are similar and 
blooming times overlap, although Grand 
Primo has a tighter cluster and different 
fragrance.  

Because we have a lot of this cultivar 
and hope to increase planting in Central 
Florida, where it blooms well, we do not want 
a “no name” variation.  So! the new common 
name will be Nat Williams. 

PAPER WHITES
Paper Whites are deserving of our 

attention.  We live in one of the few areas in 
North America where they don’t grow only on 
pebbles in water.  PW’s are a species that 
sets seed and are botanically placed in the 
tazettae section.  Their name, N. Pappyrus, 
refers to the plant the Egyptians used to 
make paper.  In fact, the Eqyptians decorated 
everything from banquets to tombs with PW’s. 
PW’s are probably the biblical “lilies of the 
field.”  As gardeners always tinker, there are 
many varietys of PW, old and new, but if the 
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bulb is a tazetta and the flower is all white, it’s called 
a PW.  All PW’s have the same genetic code.  

With the help of FDS member Melanie Darst 
and past help from Sara  Van Beck, we are 
attempting to sort out John’s lumper’s delight of 
flower sizes – large, medium and small.  We are 
looking for common names other than narcissus.  
This can be confusing work, but at least we have a 
lot of samples this year.  I smelled a large PW 
yesterday that had the scent of a crushed vanilla 
bean.  One never knows what’s out there!

RESTORATION OF THE GOODWOOD
DAFFODIL PLANTINGS

In October 1991, Weej Broderson began the 
restoration of the gardens at Goodwood.  She 
encouraged volunteers to come and work with her in 
the gardens.  One of those volunteers was Al Mead, 
a northern gardener, with great knowledge of 
daffodils and daffodil societies.  Before they knew it, 
a number of the garden volunteers, along with John 
Van Beck and Dr.  Frazier Bingham found 
themselves organizing the Florida Daffodil Society 
(1994).  Meetings were held at Goodwood, trial 
gardens were established, Al collected many 
daffodils, including his own, and in a few years, 
daffodils were in abundance in Goodwood’s 
gardens.  With the assistance of the Amaryllis 
Garden Circle, bulbs were purchased and many 
areas were planted.  Later, the trial gardens were 
moved to the Van Beck garden.

Garden restoration is a long process.  It 
begins with the information at hand, knowing that the 
plant material and design will change as new 
information emerges through continuing research.  
With the daffodils, the change is to older cultivars 
with emphasis on the species and early hybrids.  
This change has developed as the realization of 
availability in Tallahassee of daffodils registered in 
the 1920’s was unrealistic.  People just had the 
same old bulbs that had been in cultivation in the 
area for years.

Since 2001, Florida Daffodil Society and 
Goodwood have been reassessing the role of 
daffodils.  The daffodils at Goodwood represent 
three time periods:  Arrowsmith, Tiers, and Hodges.  
These three periods, each with the land, the plants, 
and the creative design of each gardener, should 
remain intact.  The integrity of this mosaic is very 
important in the final restoration of the Goodwood 
gardens and house.

Most daffodils planted by the FDS will be 

moved and placed in resource beds or a 
demonstration bed in the resource area.  We 
will help develop a brochure for Goodwood’s 
daffodils and add books on daffodils to the 
resource library.

A HISTORY OF DAFFODILS AT 
GOODWOOD

The first daffodils at Goodwood were 
probably planted between 1885 and 1911 by 
Elizabeth Arrowsmith.  Coming from a cooler 
climate, she was familiar with daffodils and, 
being a gardener, is the candidate for planting 
the west lawn with bulbs.  The concept of a 
lawn garden, bulbs planted in grass, was in 
vogue in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.  
Survivors include ‘Paper White’, N italicus, N 
x intermedius, N x odorus (Campernelle), and 
one ‘Telemonius Plenus’, or ‘Van Sion’ has 
been spotted.  Bulb plantings may have 
edged various paths through the grass.  
Since 1991, more daffodils have been visible 
each year as clearing has increased and the 
bulbs are more vigorous with the increased 
sunlight and decreased mowing.

Fanny Tiers, who lived at Goodwood 
from 1911 until 1924, constructed a path 
(seen in a 1913 photo) from the swimming 
pool to the skating rink crossing in front of 
Rough House and edged with a double row of 
Campernelles.  In the 1950’s, sand was 
dumped in front of Rough House for drainage 
purposes and the middle portion of the walk 
disappeared.  Nancy White, a Goodwood 
employee, discovered the daffodils in 1997 
and the Florida Daffodil Society added 
daffodils that had been rescued by Dr. Frazier 
Bingham.

Margaret Hood, Goodwood’s owner 
from 1925 to 1978, expanded the west lawn 
bulb garden.  From the 1920’s through the 
1930’s, she planted azaleas and hydrangeas. 
She continued the line of daffodils in front of 
the shrubbery.  She probably collected ‘Paper 
Whites’ and planted the two squares close to 
the current driveway.  Today some of 
Margaret’s benches still have daffodils 
crowded together around them.  Margaret 
returned to the practice of not mowing the 
west lawn bulb garden.  She added lycoris 
radiate (Hurricane Lily) and may have added 
freesias, leucojum aestivum (Snowflake), and 



species gladiola, so there were thousands of bulbs in 
the garden.


