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From the Garden of the President

Greetings Daffodillians

This was probably the worst daffodil season in

recorded history and if not that long, then

certainly as long as I’ve been growing them!  A

warm winter brought the flowers on early, and

I’m all for that, but  the winter was also dry,

which makes for poor color and crepy flowers

with a certain translucency that makes them so

perishable on the show bench and in the garden. 

The flowers and especially the stems, just

couldn’t take the zero degree weather we had,

not once, but  twice, in an alternating pattern of

hot then cold then hot then cold again.  It was

heartbreaking.  

Our show was scheduled to be so late in the

season, and we had hoped the late flowers

would hold off their bloom time, but eighty-

degree weather the second week of April

brought them on too fast.  Not only that, but

they were unrecognizable.  Many poets had solid

yellow cups and the 3W-GYRs were lacking

anything resembling red on the edge of the cup. 

The flowers, though lacking color, were nice

size, but the thin stems couldn’t hold them up! 

We ended up regretfully cancelling the show and

hoping for a better year next year.  

On a happier note, Joe Hamm and Helen Merrill

have been making us proud with their diligence in

taking care of our berm in front of the Nature

Center at Holliday Park.  If you have a chnace,

drop by and pull a weed or two.          

~Suzy Wert

Summer Pitch-In Picnic in Bloomington

The picnic this year is at the home of Don & Kay

Cunningham, Saturday, June 29th at noon.  From

37 take 46 west to Elletsville go about 7 miles to

the corner of Sale street (doesn’t have a sign)

turn left at the library, bank, and service station. 

Go 1 mile and take a left on Louden. A little

cemetery marks the spot.  Go one more mile and

take a right on Ratliff.  Kay is the second house

on the right, a brick ranch with a gravel driveway. 

7828 West Ratliff.  Park in the driveway or on

the road.  
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2002 Daffodil Calendar

 2002 Meeting Dates

Saturday, June 29 - Picnic in Bloomington. (Details

page 1).  Also, Mitsch orders due to Joe Hamm. 

Look for the “D” after the price for a 25% discount. 

(See article page below)

Saturday, August 17*- Bulb and Plant Exchange  

HOLLIDAY PARK nature Center  1:00

Video - from PBS:  A Gardener’s Journal featuring ADS

Member and daffodil grower John Lipscombe.

Saturday, October 5 - Bulb and Plant Exchange 

HOLLIDAY PARK NATURE CENTER 1:00

Joe Hamm and Helen Trueblood “Tips on Planting and

Organizing”.

July 25, Thursday, Bagging Party at Joe Hamm’s

9:00 am - noon

July 28, Sunday 9:00 a.m. setup Holliday Park

Nature Center

Aug 22, Thursday, Bagging Party at Joe Hamm’s

9:00 am - noon 

Aug. 25, Sunday 9:00 a.m. setup Holliday Park

Nature Center

Mitsch Daffodils Sold at a Discount to
IDS Members!

Don’t forget, we have a club order going in to

Mitsch Novelty Daffodils on June 30th.  You’ll get a

25% discount on bulbs that are marked with a “D”

in their catalog.  Don’t have a Mitsch catalog?  Call,

e-mail or write for one – they’ve got color

pictures!  Mitsch Novelty Daffodils, P.O. Box 218

Hubbard, OR 97032 Phone 503-651-2742, Fax

503-651-2792, e-mail havensr@web-ster.com.

Earn Your Bonus Bulb!
There is still time for earning points for bonus

bulbs. Projects still to be worked on are: 1.)

digging at Helen Link's, 2.)  bagging bulbs, 3.)

digging and bringing your surplus bulbs for the

two sales, 4.) working at the sales, 5). donating

bulbs or time to schools or other not for profit

groups.

Cards, Notes & Well Wishes

P
lease send cards and Notes to Helen Link:  RR6

1660 Observatory Road, Martinsville, IN

46151. They really help her & perk up her day!

Also, a get well card to Shirley Bruno who had a

stroke last month:  111 Waynesboro Rd., Savannah,

GA  31419. Shirley and her husband, Russell, have

been long-time IDS members and good friends.

Begging for Bulbs

Member Mary Kraft is "Begging for Bulbs" of daffodils

to complete Phase I of the institution of a Heritage

Garden on the grounds of the Westfield Town Hall. 

This project is being done entirely by volunteers of

the Hamilton Co. Master Gardener Association. We

need a total of only 42 bulbs that would have been

used in the time period between 1860 and 1900. 

Please call 773-5361 or email mkraft2@earthlink.net

if you can assist us.  THANKS...we really appreciate

your help!  Mary will have copies of the brochure for

this garden (designed by a graphics art class at

Westfield H. S.) available for interested members.
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A Piece of the Convention - Judging Historic Daffodils
~by IDS Member, Mary Kraft

Even those of us dazed by the full schedule of the American Daffodil Society's National Convention in April in

Cincinnati learned from the interesting talk given by Dr. Ted Snazelle. Apropos of the convention's theme of  "Fun

Knights and Daffodil Daze," his presentation was on judging Historic daffodils.

Stressing that the ideal in growing daffodils is not perfection, but the appreciation of their distinctive qualities, their

place in history, and the importance of their preservation, Ted encouraged us to "educate the public about these

living antiques".  He noted that cultivars have to have been introduced or in gardens prior to 1940, and that the

judges should verify this.  Historics may compete for the Historic Ribbon, but not the ADS Gold or White if they

are entered in the Historic category (option: enter them in their regular division categories for traditional judging).

He discussed criteria and how many points for each, noting the difference in percentages between the standard

daffies and the Historics.  He said the main three points to consider are: (1) condition, (2) condition, and (3)

condition!  Judges look for fresh, clean specimens, free of dirt and evidence of disease.  The edge of the corona

should not be burned by sun or wind. "Rims of some coronas are said to burn in the moonlight!"

Two symptoms of decline in condition are translucence of the perianth segment, and enlarged ovary

(although this doesn't always indicate poor condition).  The flowers should be free of mechanical injury or

damage. As to pollen in the cup, he advises the judges not to get too picky, since pollen is continually

produced, and the judge may even have knocked some off when picking up the container.

In judging form, one should first emphasize the symmetry of the bloom.  The ideal is that the tips of

the perianth segments are equidistant from each other.  Expect some nodding in division 5, some

reflex in division 6.  Division 7 should have 2 or more florets per scape, except in the case of

'Sweetness.' With divisions 1, 2, 3, and sometimes 4, form must be compared with the ones that are

the best in the cultivar, not the division. The rounded corona should be considered ideal.

As to color, Historics shouldn't be expected to be as intensely colored as contemporary cultivars. The

white perianth should be pure white, but remember that the site's lighting can affect color, especially

where fluorescent lights are used.

Concerning pose, the least important aspect is axis balance, and in fact maybe shouldn't be a factor at

all except when two otherwise equal specimens of the same historic cultivar are being compared with

each other. Other criteria discussed were size, stem, substance, and texture.

Ted noted that what should be judged on is what is typical of the cultivar, not of  the

division. And, if the judge is guessing, he'll probably make a mistake!


