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WAIT UNTIL SPRING!

The bulb sales were a smashing success, 
with members coming from as far away as 
Pensacola!  We sold over 7,000 daffodils so next 
spring will be a lot more exciting!  We offered 
daffodils not available on the general market, and 
some varieties that have not been available for over 
15 years.  Larger flowers seemed to be the favorites, 
with miniatures moving much slower.  The only bulb 
left in any quantity was February Silver, a lovely little 
flower that is hard to come by.  They will be planted 
now and dug for next year’s sale.

The committee has mastered the procedure 
of doing a sale, and were able to set up quite quickly 
in Thomasville.  We have yellow table covers for the 
bulb display, and a daffodil-flowered tablecloth for 
our cashier.  Illustrations of the daffodils were 
mounted on heavy mat board furnished by Emily 
Skiles and Isabel de Sercy.  Audrey Hayes worked 
wonders with a Xerox machine, coming up with 
giant-print descriptive material on each flower that 
could be read from across the room.  Thanks to the 
many folks who helped, and particularly to those who 
drove up to Thomasville, Michelle Harrell, Rayanne 
Mitchell and the Van Becks, and to Betty Jinright and 
Harriet Hawkins (local arrangements) who helped 
our indefatigable Chairman, Clara Jane Smith.

WE NEED YOUR SUGGESTIONS

It has been the Society’s policy to limit bulb 
sales to members only, with one exception.  Each 
year, we hold a bulb sale in a different outlying 
community that does not have a locally owned outlet 
that sells reliably named, quality daffodil bulbs.  We 
invite those attending that sale to join the Society, 
and usually present them a program on daffodils and 
their care.  The Board has made no plans for next 
year’s sale, so if you have a suggestion for a 

community which really needs a good daffodil 
sale, please phone Mary Ann Van Kleunan at 
(850) 997-3986 or Dot Roberts at (850) 385-
4101.

BITS AND PIECES

Paper whites all jumped out of the 
ground in October and most of the small 
flowered ones were in bloom on 
Thanksgiving.  Seems things bloom earlier in 
my yard than most.  The cold snap we had 
slowed them down a bit, but ‘Soliel d’Or,’ ‘ 
Early Pearl,’ ‘Omri,’ ‘Grand Primo’ and a 
number of others are up.  N. jonquilla stuck 
up their noses about the 25th of October 
rather than in January.  Lots of other bulbs 
broke ground by mid-November.  The 
extended early drought we had may have 
simulated Mediterranean conditions where 
the parents of many daffodils originated.  
When the rains came (about 3 weeks earlier 
than normal for our area) the daffodils 
decided it was time to do their thing just as 
they do in the old home place.  

The new tazetta (Division 8 - bunch 
flowered daffodil) that showed up in the 
garden last year had its first bloom on 
November 10.  It had 7 large white florets 
with a rich cream colored cup.  Hopefully it 
will multiply rapidly.  I put a couple of drops of 
gibberellic acid on the flower stem when it 
first appeared.  The stem measured 17 
inches long.  I am waiting for another to 
bloom to check the stem length and flower 
size.  It appears that the flower bloomed 
much quicker than the rest of those in the 
clump, but weather may have something to 
do with it.  “Gib” is commonly used on 
camellias to force them to bloom earlier 
and/or have larger flowers.  If you would be 
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interested in experimenting on daffodils in your own 
garden, call John Van Beck at 878-7953.

Reminder – NOW is the time to fertilize 
your daffodils if you have not already done so.

Forcing - Read a great, authoritative article 
about “forcing” daffodils in pots into early bloom.  
The process started in October.  I got more and 
more excited as the author went through seven 
detailed steps, each time shortening the time 
necessary to bring them into bloom.  The climax 
occurred when the flowers opened in March!   Shoot, 
they do that for us, and all we have to do is stick the 
bulbs in the ground!

A WHITE BEAUTY

Member Betty Jinright of Thomasville has a 
lovely daffodil with white petals and a heavily 
DOUBLED white cup growing in her garden.  A lady 
from Boston, GA, who had grown it for years, gave it 
to Betty.  She did not know the flower’s name.  A 
request for help in identifying it was put out on 
DAFFNET (see below).  Three experts responded 
saying they thought it was ‘White Marvel,’ registered 
as a “sport” of P.D. Williams’  ‘Tresamble.’  Steve 
Vinisky in Oregon was particularly helpful.  
‘Tresamble’ grows exceptionally well here so it 
stands to reason its “sport” would also do well.  If we 
can find a source of ‘White Marvel,’ maybe we can 
get them for our bulb sale!

DAFFNET

DAFFNET is an international internet server 
dedicated solely to daffodils.  The server was 
developed by Dr. Ted Snazelle and is managed by 
Mississippi College in Clinton.  If you think you would 
be interested in joining DAFFNET at no charge, call 
John Van Beck and he’ll give you information and 
assistance.  This is a great way to meet folks who 
love, grow and show daffodils!

FDS WEB PAGE???

New member Diann Bradley has 
volunteered to do a web page for the Society 
at no charge.  It will go on the Internet, and 
folks interested in daffodils will be able to find 
us quite easily.  Diann has her own business, 
Applied Computer Solutions, which designs 
web sites, handles hosting, and does on-line 
data base design.  Her number is 877-5280.  
We’ll keep you posted as things progress.

Bill and April Richardson from the 
Pensacola area found out about FDS and the 
daffodil sale in a posting we had put on 
“Garden Web Calendar” on the Internet.  Bill 
called the night before the sale, and got 
specific directions to Clara Jane’s house.  
They left home about 4:30 AM, came, joined, 
bought bulbs and headed right back because 
April had to perform in a concert that night  in 
Pensacola!  Wow!

$$ MONEY $ MONEY $$

Treasurer Jane Leonard Smith reports 
that we are not broke!  After settling up all of 
our bills from the bulb sale, Janie reports that 
we have $3,310.85 in the treasury.  We try to 
keep a fairly large balance on hand so we 
can purchase daffodils for our sale without 
borrowing from members as we did the first 
couple of years.  

DO YOU KNOW A PLACE WHERE?

We have sufficient funds to expand 
our public planting program, and the Board  
would really appreciate receiving suggestions 
for a display garden in your area.  If you know 
of a public site where daffodils would be 
perfect, then let us know!  Call John Van 
Beck at 878-9753.

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE 
WHO?

The Department of Transportation has 
planted flowers in a number of sections of the 
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median on Mahan Drive (East Tennessee Street) in 
Tallahassee.  If you have a friend or relative working 
at DOT who might help making contact with the right 
folks there to see about putting daffodils in one or 
two median or roadside areas, please call Dot 
Roberts at (850) 385-4101. 




