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The daffodil foliage is probably yellow and dried by now, and you have an empty space
in your garden. So, what do you do? You probably don’t want to let it bare, though if
you have a nice-looking mulch, it would look good. However, most people prefer to
plant something for the summer months.

Annuals come immediately to mind, but remember that daffodil bulbs don’t like a lot of
moisture when they are dormant. Hot and wet contributes to basal rot. So if you want
to plant annuals, choose something that doesn’t require a lot of water through the
summer months. For sunny areas, marigolds would be an excellent choice, and they
come in shades of yellow and orange, in both short and tall varieties. In addition, it’s
said that marigolds repel nematodes in the soil, so they have an added advantage. For
shady areas, impatiens do well, though they might require a bit more water.

I’m lazy, though, and don’t like to think about
planting all those annuals every year, so I prefer to
interplant with perennials. Daylilies are great for
sunny areas, and you can get cultivars that bloom
at various times throughout the summer months. At
least they’re good if you can keep the deer away
from them. I was looking forward to daylily blooms,
as there were lots of buds coming on. But the deer
came through one morning and ate all the buds
from the taller daylilies. I’ve sprayed with a home-
made concoction of jalapeno sauce and garlic, but
of course the damage has already been done. The
little ‘Stella d’Oro’ is an excellent choice, as it is a

re-bloomer.

Coreopsis is another good perennial for sunny areas. The cultivar ‘Moonbeam’ is a pale
yellow, while ‘Zagreb’ is a deeper yellow. Deadheading will keep blooms coming, but I
confess I don’t get that chore done very often. Shasta daisies also work well in sun.

Hostas are the perfect perennial for shade, again if you can keep the deer away. They
come in large- and small-leaf sizes so that you can make a statement with a large
clump of ‘Sum and Substance,’ or line the edge of a bed with H. venusta. Flowers are
either white or lavender, and some have a wonderful scent. Ferns are great, too, and
the Japanese painted fern is one of my favorites.



But there’s another group of plants which, though annuals,
will re-seed readily so that once your initial investment is
made in a pack of seeds, you’ll have them around for
years to come. California poppies (Eschscholzia
californica) fit that description. I first saw them when we
lived in California, and thought they were great. They
come in yellow, white, and a reddish-orange. Drought
doesn’t bother them a bit.

I learned the value of Gloriosa daises
(Rudbeckia hirta) when I lived in
Tennessee. Again, these seem to be
immune to drought, and bloom
happily through the summer in
shades of yellow, mahogany, bronze,
and gold, sometimes having double
flowers. In mild winters, some plants
will live over and give earlier bloom
than those that sprout from seed each
year. As the seeds begin to form,
they’ll attract goldfinches, too, which
is a definite plus.

So aside from removing the spent daffodil foliage, gardening—and living—can be easy
during the hot summer months.


