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Well, this is certainly one of the strangest daffodil
seasons I can remember. Here it is, almost April
1, and the only standard daffodil in bloom in my
garden is an older bicolor trumpet—‘Prologue’.
There are some miniatures in the coldframe, and a
few miniatures trumpets in the open (pictured),
mostly seedlings, and that’s it. Winter was colder
than the last several winters, and spring is
definitely later in coming. We have had warmer
weather the last week or so, but it has been dry.

So today I started watering the daffodils. I used a soaker hose in one area, then
switched to an oscillating sprinkler to cover a larger area. I’m hoping the water
along with the warmer weather will promote some longer stems, so when the
daffodils do bloom, the stems will be held above the foliage. The water will also
help insure that the daffodils have nice, firm substance. Daffodils need lots of
water when they are in growth, in both spring and fall, at least an inch a week.

Since there are so few blooms to look at, it’s a
good time to inspect the foliage. There are very
few diseases of daffodils, but yellow stripe is
one. So look carefully at your foliage; if you
see vertical, small narrow striping in the green
leaves, it’s time for immediate action. Yellow
stripe virus has no cure—you must dig the
bulbs and throw them in the trash. Do NOT put
them on your compost pile. Do not wait until
they have finished blooming. You don’t want
the virus to spread, either by insects or by
touching infected plants. However, don’t
confuse the virus with the horizontal yellow
stripes which sometimes occur when the plants grow quickly and don’t have time
to “green up” sufficiently. And don’t confuse it with the yellow tips which
sometimes occur when the plants first come through the ground. Look for the
narrow yellow stripes which run from the base of the leaf to the tip. Those are
the ones to discard.

I’ve also used this time to make a few crosses with some blooms in the
coldframe. I grow bulbs in the coldframe which for one reason or another don’t
grow well in the open in my zone 5-6 climate. Here’s where I grow the
bulbocodium hybrids which put up foliage in the winter, then want complete
drying off in the summer. And species bulbs which want specialized soils can be
grown in pots, and the pots sunk in the coldframe. So I’ve made a few crosses
on some miniature trumpet species with pollen which has been in the freezer



since last season. A friend asked if the pollen was still viable. I said I guess
we’d find out in five or six years when the resulting bulbs bloomed. Since the
crosses were made onto species blossoms, if the resulting flowers look like the
seed parent, then they will have resulted from open pollination, not the selected
pollen which I put on it. If they’re different, then the pollen will have been viable.
Breeding daffodils is a long-range proposition!

This year there are far too many blank spaces where bulbs should be. I’m not
sure why this should be. I completely re-worked the bed two years ago, and last
year the bulbs looked fine. I have lots of mole activity in my lawn and garden this
spring, and I’m wondering whether the mole runs may have contributed to the
loss of the bulbs. I know the moles don’t eat the bulbs, but they disturb the
bulbs, and the roots would be going into a tunnel—and a cold tunnel at that. I
think I’ll send some soil samples to my state university to see if they can find a
problem with the soil. I believe most state universities offer this service, for a fee,
through the county extension agent.

If your daffodils have already bloomed, remember to keep them watered during
dry spells until the foliage turns yellow. And don’t tie the foliage to make the
garden tidy. You just have to put up with the foliage until it turns yellow, to get
blooms next year.

In the meantime, I’ll just keep checking the garden to see what’s newly opened.
That’s one of the joys of a spring morning. The daffodils will come . . .they will
come . . .


