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VILLAGE PLAYS
HOST TO DAFFODIL LOVERS
THEY had come from several nations of the
world, following the trail of a humble but quite
spectacular flower.
day study of the best of Ulster
in horticultural terms..
Americans Delia Bankhead,
from North Carolina, and Mary
Lou Gripshover, from Ohio,
were typical of the tourers - having had a near lifelong passion
for the simple, yellow daffodil.
For both ladies, this was their
fourth visit to Northern Ireland,
The members of the tour hail- and they were enjoying every
ed from America, Australia, minute of the tour. "It gives us
Tazmania, New Zealand, a chance to get together with
Canada, England and Holland other enthusiasts from around
and all had heard of the local the world, and that is wondervillage, thanks to the huge con- ful," said Mary Lou.
tribution made by daffodilDelia was planning to plunder
breeding Braidmen including the the Reades' garden to order
late Guy Wilson and Willie bulbs which will be delivered to
Dunlop.
her US in the Autumn.
The tradition of excellence
New Zealanders Dave Adams
continues to this day, thanks to and Michael Brown, and Jack
the work of Major Robin Reade Stronge from Newfoundland,
and his wife Kate at CarnCairn Canada, were similarly enjoying
Daffodils in Broughshane, and the crack at a sherry reception
Ballymena man, Sandy and lunch laid on in The Thatch
McCabe, organiser of the Tour by Ballymena Borough Council
and a member of the Northern and Broughshane Improvement
Ireland Daffodil Group.
Committee.
This NI leg of the tour followtrio,
themselves,
The
ed on from a tour of England demonstrated the variety of inthe week before, which had been terest that exists within the daforganised by the English Daf- fodil enthusiasts fraternity.
fodil Society to celebrate its
Dave's interest is commercial
centenary.
- he has five acres of ground, a
The enthusiasts arrived in the good part of which is dedicated
Province on Sunday for a seven- to producing daffodil varieties;

For the 100-odd daffodil enthusiasts whose
World Tour brought
them to the 'gateway to
the glens' on Monday,
Broughshane did not
disappoint.

Michael's interest is more of
hobby, and he grows daffodils
and roses on his one acre back
home; Jack explained that he
had "a fair-sized suburban
garden".
All three explained that a big
part of their interest lies in entering horticultural shows. Said
Dave: "The ultimate goal is to
have a best in show that you
have originated yourself."
"It is a real challenge to grow
the daffodils so that they flower
at the right time, ready for the
shows," said Michael. "And
they are so diverse - there are
about 25,000 varieties of daffodil in the world."
The men praised the Northern
Ireland tour, both for the standards of organisation and the
hospitality extended to them and
their fellow tourers.
Dave added: "You read articles from daffodil enthusiasts
throughout the world, and then
you come on these tours and get
a chance to meet the people you
have been reading about. It is a
real thrill."
Ballymena Mayor, Councillor
James Currie attended the reception in the Thatch to offer a
warm welcome to the tour.
He said that he was absolutely delighted to see so many people from all corners of the world
in Broughshane, and charged
them to go away and tell their
friends all about their visit to the
Province.
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American visitors Delia Bankhead and Mary Lou Gripshover, with the World Daffodil Tour
of Northern Ireland.
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Ballymena Mayor, Councillor James Currie and Deputy Councillor Des Armstrong, with members of the Northern Ireland Daffodil Group and some of visitors who joined the second World Daffodil Tour of Northern Ireland.

