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Are there any members in the region who are rainmakers? Are you willing to 
write an article and share some of the tricks of the trade? Here in central Ohio 
we are fast approaching a crisis. The spring run is at its lowest and in places we 
can step across instead of taking a flying leap. I've dug a few daffs but I'm sure 
that digging the rest will be like trying to dig a hole in a concrete sidewalk. 
Hopefully, mother nature is treating the rest of you more kindly. 

Please note that I am finally on-line. If any of you care to drop me a line, please 
do so. Just don't send any virus. 

Just before the convention in Pittsburgh, Bill and I were fortunate to have Spud 
and Joy Brogden as our guests. What a delight they were. Our weather at that 
time was cold, windy, rainy. After the convention, where Spud was one of the 
speakers, they stayed on with Diane and Bob Mrak and had near perfect 
weather. Is there such a thing as perfect weather? 

Please welcome to ADS and the Midwest Region: 

Campbell A. Jolly 
7850 Indian Hill Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45243 

Next year the convention will be held in Portland, Oregon. For you who have 
never been to the Pacific Northwest, this is your chance to see and enjoy some 
incredibly beautiful country. Although I haven't learned what is on the agenda, 
it's a sure thing that you will be seeing some of the finest daffodil fields in the 
world, several snow-capped mountains, the rugged Oregon coast and much 
more. Mark your calendar now for March 31-April 4, 2000. Hope to see you 
there. 

Have a good summer and see you in September at the regional meeting. More 
inside. 
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Nominations are now open for the positions of Director and Vice President. The 
office of Director is for a three year term in which during the second year the 
Director will serve as chairperson of the nominating committee. The office of 
Vice President is for one year with a three year limit. In order to be nominated, 
his/her name must be submitted by August 1 in a letter of support signed by 
five members of the Region. This letter should be submitted to Hilda Dunaway 
by August 1. Please note that not more than three names may be on the ballot 
for each position. In a memo dated 13 May 1999, ADS President Bob Spotts 
states as follows: 

The Regional Director is a suppori: position for activities within the Region and sits on 
the ADS Board. It is an excellent opportunity to introduce newer active members to 
the ADS process at the Regional and National levels. I urge you to nominate and 
elect a "newer" person for the position of Regional Director, not to recycle a person 
whose job is expiring. ADS leadership continually needs new participants. The 
capable efforts of the "veterans" will be noted and they will be tapped for service in 
new ways. 

Fall Regional Meeting 

The Midwest Fall Regional Meeting will be held September 25 at the Wegerzyn 
Horticultural Center in Dayton, OH. It can be reached by exiting 1-75 at 
Needmore Road and turning west. The meeting will start at 9:30 AM with 
coffee and donuts, potluck at noon and, hopefully, concluding no later than 4PM. 
NOTE - If you are unsure as to the name of the cultivar, please do not put it in 
the exchange unless it is marked "unknown". The beautiful 2Y-Y I received a 
couple of years ago is definitely not Stainless. 

Mentorship Program 

ADS President Bob Spotts stated in a letter that due to the good response at the 
last convention in welcoming our "newbies", that the "Mentorship Program" 
which was authorized several years ago but never implemented will now be put 
into practice under the direction of the RVP and the ADS Membership Chairman. 

Being a mentor would involve making a personal call or visit to introduce 
him/herself, and the continuing with follow-up contacts to perk and maintain 
interest in daffodils. The mentor would be a friend, giving help (advice or assistance) 
in all aspects of growing - from buying, preparing the soil, planting, feeding, 
watering, leaving or lifting, through storing. The mentor would encourage going to 
local and ADS meetings and perhaps joining daffnet. She/he would help in any way 
to make growing daffodils fun. 
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Please let me know if you are interested in becoming a mentor, Ill try to match 
you with someone in your area, and, if you are already a member and would like 
a mentor to assist and offer advice, I'll be happy to assign someone to help you. 
If you are new to daffodils, don't be afraid to ask questions. We were all 'green' 
at one time. 

When I think of 'green', I'm reminded of our former neighbor. They had moved 
in a short time before our local show. I left many rejects behind in a jar on the 
kitchen table along with a note asking Bill to take them to the neighbor. He 
explained that I raised them and also showed them. She was very interested in 
them and thanked him, pulled one from the jar and asked him, "If I put one in 
the ground like this, will it grow". 

Crossword Puzzle 

Once again, my thanks to Margaret Baird, SWODS, for the puzzle. It must take 
a special kind of talent to put those together. 

American Cancer Daffodil Days 

Each year The American Cancer Society sponsors Daffodil Days as a fund raiser 
and also as a means of making the public more aware of this devastating disease 
which has affected everyone. As a society or as an individual you can participate 
in putting together the vases and baskets for distribution. This is an excellent 
way of putting the daffodil before the public and doing a part to overcome and 
beat cancer. Call your local chapter of The American Cancer Society next spring 
to learn how you can help. 

Too Many Bulbs? 

If you find that you have more bulbs than you want to replant, trade, give-away, 
and your friends are starting to run when they see you approach their door with 
a brown paper bag, call your local chapter of Habitat for Humanity and ask if 
they would care for some. They will probably be more than happy to have 
them. Check your telephone book for a chapter in your area. You might also 
want to mention that you belong to the American Daffodil Society. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Mary Lou Gripshover of SWODS was the 1999 recipient of the American Daffodil 
Society Gold Medal given for outstanding service to the daffodil world. She has 
given an enormous amount of time and energy to further the cause of daffodils. 
Mary Lou received the Peter Barr Trophy from The Royal Horticultural Society for 
her work with daffodils. An amateur hybridizer, her best know introduction is a 
tiny poet with the clever name "Three of Diamonds". She has held numerous 
positions in the ADS including Executive Director and now is the ADS 
representative to the RHS. With all her contributions to both the Columbus and 
Cincinnati clubs over the years, during some really trying times for her, there is 
no doubt that receiving this award was a fitting tribute to her energy, 
enthusiasm and dedication to daffodils. We are very proud that she is one of us 
and offer her our congratulations. 

Dick Frank of Nashville, Tennessee was the 1999 recipient of the American 
Daffodil Society Silver Medal for service the ADS. Dick has given his time freely 
as the society's attorney for matters that come up in the ADS. Since this sort of 
work is always behind the scenes, many people do not know the extent of his 
contribution to the ADS, and probably never will. It has been considerable, and 
this award was well deserved. The Middle Tennessee Daffodil Society would 
have been hard pressed to have hosted two national conventions without his 
tireless work. We applaud the choice of Dick Frank as this year's honoree. 

200 in 2000 

As with so many organizations, there has been a decline in ADS memberships in 
the past several years. 	Without the continuing support of people like you, 
many good and needed organizations will go by the wayside. I'm enclosing 
forms to those of you whose memberships have expired in the 2nd quarter of 
1999 and I've also randomly enclosed forms for some of you to share with 
friends and relatives. If your friend or relative cares to join, please put your 
name also on the membership form, attend the fall regional meeting and you will 
be entitled to something special. In order to meet a goal of 200 members in the 
Midwest Region, it will be necessary to enroll about 20 new members. Please do 
what you can to help. 

Please note that the Bronze Ribbon and the Miniature Bronze Ribbons were not 
awarded at the Regional Show in Akron and, therefore, are not listed on the 
show report. 

P.S. 	It rained. 
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