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CALENDAR 
 

The FDS Annual meeting will be held on  
 

Saturday, May 14, 2016 

At Goodwood Visitor’s Center 

From 9:30 AM to 10:00 AM.   
 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

 

TALKING ABOUT THE WEATHER 
 

The old adage by Mark Twain “Everybody 

talks about the weather, but nobody does anything” 

has certainly been true this year.  We’ve all 

wondered what was responsible for the poor 

performance of the daffodils.  Some bloomed late or 

not at all.  We have talked about how the early 

blooming tazettas are triggered in the fall at the end 

of a dry September by heavy rains.  Last year the 

rains came at the first of September (talk about a 

mess), so some daffodils got started and stopped, 

some kept growing but didn’t bloom; confusion 

reigned.  Remember our bulbs are already pregnant 

and ready to go, but the Dutch grown bulbs will 

bloom later as they are still on European time table.  

According to Margaret Feaster and the Tallahassee 

Democrat, we received normal rainfall in 

September and October, and heavy rainfall in 

November. Temperatures were consistently warm 

with no freezes for this or last year. 
 

By February two interesting blooming 

patterns had developed:  

a. spotty blooming in the large row plantings of 

daffodils and tazettas in the field  

b. a single flower in the small clump plantings.  It 

all started with ‘Rijnveld’s Early Sensation’ and 

continued through bloomers such as ‘Frosty 

Morn’, ‘Golden Perfection’, ‘Emperor’ and 

‘‘Empress’, with ‘Eton Song’ and ‘Binkie’ 

ending this odd season.  
 

I believe that the culprit is clouds.  Daffodils 

and tazettas need full sun on their leaves to 

photosynthesize sufficient energy to raise stems to 

their usual height.  Most of the early and midseason 

daffodils planted in small clumps that bloomed 

were 3 inches tall.  A ‘Telemonus Plenus’ bulb 

dropped in the middle of a path, rooted itself, 

produced leaves at ground level, and put up a 3 inch 

stem compete with a perfect flower.  All flowers 

were normal in size and appearance – just with 

extremely short stems.  Leaves and stems of late 

blooming daffodils and tazettas became close to 

normal as the season progressed.  
 

Our beautiful cloudy weather was more like 

England and Holland than normal Tallahassee 

weather.  The imported bulbs in the new garden 

were already acclimated and had normal stems.  

This phenomenon also showed up in Margaret’s 

amaryllis – all flowers were of normal size but the 

first stem was short.  The second stem was normal.  

John Van Beck commented that most Irish bulbs 

would not do for us because they missed their 

cloudy, misty mornings.  The tazettas had had a 

good baking before the September deluge and were 

not affected as much.  
 

Other indication that clouds are the culprit 

for our British season is in the observation of the 

tazettas. Those that came from California all 

bloomed well including Bill the Bulb Baron’s 

“Autumn Colors.” Two incidents of note occurred 

in the tazettas:  a) ‘N. Nat Williams’ and other large 

tazettas put up huge tall stems after flowering (see 

photo) and b) Many tazettas fanned out their foliage 

earlier than usual. 
 

Both incidents are indications that the bulb 

is trying to get more sunlight.  Tazettas need more 

sun than daffodils because they are trying to make 

as large a bulb as possible.  They are creatures of 

the drought and genetically make large bulbs to 

survive. 
 

 

RECALL 
 

Last year the FDS purchased ‘Ceylon’; some 

of the newly ordered bulbs were also planted in the 

extended Van Beck garden.  However, the flowers 

did not look like ‘Ceylon’ and we are in the process 
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of determining with the supplier what bulb we 

actually received and how this will be handled.  We 

have the records of who bought ‘Ceylon’ and will 

let them know how the issue is resolved.  There was 

also a surprise in the ‘Ice Follies’ order.  The 

flowers looked too good to be true and indeed it 

turned out the shipment was ‘Dinner Plate’, a new 

and improved ‘Ice Follies’.  ‘Dinner Plate’ will also 

be for sale this year. 
 

 

WORLD DAFFODIL CONVENTION 
 

The convention in St. Louis, Missouri was a 

success.  We did the usual flower tromps through 

fields of  rows and rows of well documented 

daffodils.  The Heffner Farm claims 2,500 varieties 

and Jason Delaney’s PHS Daffodil Farm located in 

Flora, Illinois, had 7 sections containing row upon 

row of daffodils.  The convention included a trip to 

Missouri Botanical Gardens, which boasts the 

largest Japanese strolling garden outside of Japan.  

The garden was at peak bloom and perfect in every 

way.  The programs were short and zippy. Sara Van 

Beck presented a history of daffodils as printed in 

American nurserymen’s catalogues.  This year’s 

winner of the John Van Beck Medal for the best 

historic tazetta bloom at the national show was won 

by  Becky Fox Matthews.  Becky came to 

Tallahassee to be a judge in the FDS‘s one and only 

ADS sanctioned flower show.  She brought with her 

miniature daffodils, which saved the day since we 

had few flowers to exhibit.  The little dafs were the 

hit of the show as most people had never seen 

anything like them. 
 

 

 
Carlton (known as “Shorty” this year) 

 

 
The Not-Carlton Daffodils in the Van Beck Garden 

 

 
Tromping Jason Delaney’s Daffodil Fields 

 

 
Big Tazetta Stems 

 
 


