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INTRODUCTION. 

H AVING been years ago (1868) a student in the then extensive and beautiful gardens 
at Chiswick, it gives me all the more pleasure to read a short paper here to-day. 

My subject is the Narcissus, or " Flower of March," the Daffodil that " comes before the 
swallow dares." Tennyson seems undecided whether to make the Daffodil belong to 
blustering March or to showery April. We all remember his "Roaring Moon of 
Daffodils," but in a still prettier passage he sings of 

"A rosy blonde, and in a college gown, 
That clad tier like an April Daffodilly." 

Around us here to-day is, without a doubt, by far the finest collection of Narcissus 
blossoms ever brought together in one place—a veritable "field of the cloth of gold," 
even more brilliant than that one in particular which old chroniclers have described so 
well ; and the result of this gathering is a focussing, as it were, of all the golden beauty 
which Daffodil cups may contain. Speaking of Daffodil colour reminds me that this is 
by no means an ordinary flower show. No prizes are offered to-day unless, indeed, it be 
that " crown of wild Olive" which the Greeks prized more than gold. We have here 
to-day an exhibition of flowers which have come to us for very Iove, and not for the sake 
of money prizes—an exhibition which proves that devotion to Flora as a queen among 
us is as yet a living truth, and that among or around the hearts of all true gardeners 
there is woven "a thread of twisted gold." 

HISTORY. 

It is generally believed that the earliest, or at least one of the earliest, species of this 
genus to attract the attention of the wise men and poets of Greece first, and of Italy 
afterwards, was our garden favourite of to-day, Narcissus poeticus ; hence, no doubt, its 
popular name of the Poet's Narcissus. Both Narcissus poeticus and Narcissus Tazetta 
(Little Cupped Italian or Polyanthus Narcissus) are mentioned by Dioscorides. Virgil 
also alludes to an " empurpIed Narcissus," and although the exact plant is doubtful, yet 
it is by many believed that it was some form of N. poeticus which he had in view. Of 
far more moment to ourselves now is the great central fact that the Narcissi of our own 
gardens are as lovely here to-day as they were when the poets of Greece and Italy first 
sang their praises. Nearly all early writers agree in treating this flower as an emblem of 
that beautiful youth whose name it bears. He is said to have slighted the nymph Echo 
in favour of his own shadow, and Nemesis changed him into this blossom as a 'punish-
ment for his self-esteem. It is a deep-laid myth, and a pretty one as often told to us by 
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the poets, and in one of the best of English translations we are informed that the 
attendant nymphs were interested- 

., And looking for his cone, they only found 
A rising stalk with yellow blossoms crowned," 

According to Shakespeare, Proserpina let fall the Daffodil flowers she had been 
gathering when seized by Pluto, but as Prof. Mahaffy informed me some time ago, the 
earliest accounts of this myth tell us a little too much, the flowers being therein spoken 
of as black Narcissus, hence we must believe, or at least suppose, that some other flower 
was originally intended. It may have been some Fritillary which had pleased Proser-
pina, since even at so late a date as 1629 we find John Parkinson in his " Paradisus" 
alluding to Fritillarias as Chequered Daffodils. No doubt, like Lily, Rose, and Violet, 
the names Daffodil and Narcissus had a much wider meaning and application in olden 
times than we give them to-day. For example, Canon Ellacombe, in his " Plant Lore of 
Shakespeare" (p. 57), tells us that the Rose of Sharon was the large yellow Narcissus 
common in Palestine and the East generally, of which Mahomet said, " He that has two 
cakes of bread, let him sell one of them for some flowers of the Narcissus, for bread is 
food for the body, but Narcissus is the food of the soul." The name Daffodil is said by 
some scholars to be "simply the old English word affodyle,' which signifies that which 
cometh early." Dr. Prior, however, no mean authority, looks upon it as a corruption of 
the Latin Asphodelus, and thus it may be identical with the Asphodel. He furthei tells 
us that the name Daffodil "was subsequently confused with that of another flower, the 
so-called Sapharoun," or Saffron Lily. By alliteration the Sapharoun Lily, on becoming 
blended with Affodilly, became, by a sort of mutual compromise, Daffadowndilly, in 
which form it is used by Spenser in the lines, "Thy sommer proude with Daffodillies 
dight," and " Strowe the green round with Daffadowndillies." Daffodil and Asphodel 
have, however, long been distinct enough in popular parlance ; but there was at one time 
a danger of confounding them, since Markham, in his " English House Wife" (1637), 
says, " You must be careful that you take not Daffodil for affodil." Among the many 
local or country names for the Daffodil, the most common now-a-days are Lent 
Bellflower, Lenten Rose, Lent Lily, Trumpet, Trumpet flower, and Chalice flower. 
Culpepper calls it Lide Lily, because it flowereth in March, which month in some 
counties is called "Lide Lide" itself, like Lent, being an equivalent for the spring 
season-. Popular names have fit uses, but unless very carefully applied they are apt to 
lead us astray sometimes, and so we must always remember that the popular name 
Daffodil in all its forms, excepting the Hooped Petticoat or Rush-leaved Daffodil, which 
is different, is applied only to the varieties of that very variable native plant, Narcissus 
Pseudo-narcissus, the wild Daffodil of our meadows and Northern Europe, or the False 
or Spurious Daffodil of Parkinson, who so called, it doubtless to distinguish it from the 
other flat-leaved or true Narcissi, of which Narcissus poeticus and Narcissus Tazetta 
may be taken as good types. 

POPULAR NAMES OF THE SECTIONS. 

All varieties of Narcissus Pseudo-narcissus,, then, whether native or foreign, may be 
called Flat-leaved or Trumpet Daffodils. 

All forms of Narcissus Bulbocodium (the Corbularias of some gardens) may be 
called Hooped Petticoat or Rush-leaved Daffodils. 

The Poet's Narcissi are all those which have pure white perianth segments and a 
distinct red or purple rim to the shallow yellowish corona or crown. 

Jonquil is another popular name, belonging by right to Narcissus Jonquilla, but it 
may be applied to any true Narcissus having narrow bright green or Rush-like leaves. 

Polyanthus Narcissi are, properly speaking, all forms of Narcissus Tazetta. 
The Peerless Narcissi are all those of the N. incomparabilis type in the genus, and 

the Primrose Peerless is Narcissus biflorus. 
Hence these popular names, which confuse us so much when loosely applied, if used 

rightly and carefully, serve to distinguish for us the different well-marked sections of this 
beautiful genus. 
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STRUCTURE OF THE NARCISSI. 

Let us now turn to the structure and botany of the Narcissus as it is known to us 
to-day. The species' of Narcissi (for even Daffodils are, strictly speaking, Narcissi, 
although only the large-trunked Narcissi are Daffodils) form a genus of bulbous plants 
belonging to the natural order or group Amaryllidacew, of which the Amaryllis is the 
type. But our Narcissi differ from Amaryllis proper in having a crown or corona, and 
thus they represent for us here in Europe not the Amaryllis itself, but the Eucharis and 
Hymenocallis of the New World. At the same time the structure and origin of the 
crown seem different. In Eucharis the corona is formed by the cohesion of the flattened 
filaments of the anthers, which themselves are joined to and protrude beyond the crown 
they form. In Narcissus, however, the corona appears to be a prolongation of the 
tubular portion of the flower. A Narcissus flower, when examined, is found to possess 
an inferior ovary situated at the base of a cylindrical or obconical tube. From varying 
localities along this tube spring six perianth divisions (in two series), and beyond these a 
cup or crown is prolonged, as shown above. 

DAFFODILS versus NARCISSI. 

Now we find among the Narcissi generally two well marked and distinct variations 
in their flowers. In the Daffodils, for example, the six stamens are of equal length, and 
have the same point of insertion low down near the obconical tube, as here shown (Fig. 1). 
When a flower of the true or Poet's Narcissus is examined, however, we find some 
marked differences, as here shown (Fig. 2). 

Fig. 1. Section of Daffodil showing stamens in 
one series. 

Fig. 2. Section of a true Narcissus, showing 
stamens in two series. 

It will be observed that the tube is here very much longer and quite cylindrical, and 
when we make a section of the flower we find the six stamens are divided into two sets 
of three each, and that each set has its own locality or point of insertion—three near the 
mouth and the other three much further down, midway between crown and ovary. 
These structural variations are especially fitted for insect fertilisation ; and, as we shall 
soon find, these two distinct forms are not unfrequently cross-fertilised in a wild state, 
and often in our gardens, or perhaps it may be in gardens their progeny has been more 
carefully preserved. Before I leave this part of my subject, I wish to point out that 
nearly all the variations in form of which a Narcissus flower is capable, are owing to the 
sliding, as it were, of the whorl of perianth segments along the tube of the flower. Tins 
we find that the length of the cup or crown and the length of the tube always, or nearly 
always, vary in inverse proportion, just as I have shown them to do in Figs. 1 and 2. It 
is well to get the essential differences of these two species well fixed in our minds, as we 
thus get a clear light in which to see the part each species has borne in the produttion of 
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garden hybrids and seedlings. I ought to point out here that some superficial distinc-
tions are produced by the manner and degree of expansion usual to the perianth division. 
In the Hooped Petticoat (Narcissus bulbocodium), for example, the perianth divisions 
are narrow and inconspicuous, lying, as they do, in the same plane with the coronal 
margins. In the common Daffodil the perianth lobes are broader and more expanded. 
In N. incomparabilis and in N. poeticus they are expanded at right angles to the tube, and 
so become star-like ; so also in the little cupped Italian, or Narcissus Tazetta group, 
while in the case of the " bonnie " gem Narcissus triandrus we get a very distinct Cycla-
men-like blossom, seeing that the perianth lobes are sharply reflexed or turned back, so 
that they may be parallel with the pendant flower-tube. 

THE COLOUR OF NARCISSI. 

In colour the Narcissi are not so variable as many other bulbed flowers. We get all 
shades of yellow and of white in the perianth. One species, N. viridiflorus, known to 
Parkinson, and recently re-introduced by Mr. George Maw, has greenish blossoms. 
Among the N. incomparabilis varieties we find cups richly tinted with orange-red ; so 
also in some forms of N. Tazetta, while N. poeticus has a red or purple rim to the 
crown. " Everybody knows that the common Daffodil has an extinguisher-shaped deep 
yellow corona an inch or more in length, while the cup of the Poet's Narcissus is flat and 
shallow, yellow also, but having a dark reddish purple rim around its margin. Now, in 
the hybrid N. incomparabilis and many of its seedling forms we find the outer edge of 
the cup suffused with reddish orange, which is just the tint obtainable by mixing deep 
yellow and reddish purple on the palette."—Burb." Cult. Plants," 1875, p. 125. 

SPECIES OF NARCISSUS. 

We must now pass in review the species of the genus, and afterwards refer to their 
classification. The following list includes the twenty-three species, or what have been 
generally allowed to be species, in the books devoted to the literature of the flower 

NOMENCLATURE. 

We have in all about twenty species of Narcissus which are known to exist in a 
wild state ; these are distributed as follows :- 

wildest 	 Native Countries. 

	

N. Pseudo-narcissus 	Sweden, England, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Transylvania. 
Bulbocodium 	 Spain, Portugal, France S. W. to Bordeaux, N. Africa. 
incomparabilis 	 Spain, S.W. France, Tyrol. 
Macleayi 	 Not wild. 
dubius 	..• 	 S. France (Toulon, Marseilles, Avignon, Nice). 
poculiformis . 	 (montanus) not wild. 
odorus 	..• 	 Spain, S. France, Italy, Dalmatia_ 
juncifolius 	 Spain and S. France. 
triandrus 	 Spain and Portugal. 
calathinus 	 Isle of Glenans, Brittany. 
Tazetta 	 S. Europe, Cashmere, N. India, China, Japan. 
pachybolbus 	 Algeria (? N. Tazetta var.). 
biflorns ..• 	 France, Switzerland, Italy, Tyrol. 
poeticus ..• 	 S. Europe, France to Greece. 
Broussoneti 	 Mogadore (Africa). 
canariensis 	 Canary Islands. 
intermedius 	 Spain, S. France, Balearic Islands. 
gracilis 	 Not wild.  
Jonquilla 	 Spain, S. France, Italy to Dalmatia. 
jonquilloides ••• 	(Willcom Fl Hisp.) Spain. 

Spain and Barbary. 
elegans Italy, Sicily, Algiers. -- 
serotinus 	••• 	Spain, S. Europe, Barbary States, Greece and Palestine. 



14 

DOUBTFUL SPECIES. 

I may here mention that among generally acknowledged species there are two or 
three which have never been found wild. These are N. Macleayi, N. (montanus) poculi-
formis, and N. gracilis. It is questionable if these are really species, my own opinion 
being that they are old and well-marked garden hybrids or seedlings. N. pachybolbus 
and N. canariensis should, I think, be considered as outlying geographical forms of 
N. Tazetta. N. jonquilloides of the "Flora Hispanica " (VvIlkom) I have not seen alive, 
but in the plate it resembles N. intermedius. N. calathinus must now be referred to 
N. triandrus. Others, again, which really do exist wild without a doubt have also had 
their exact counterparts produced in gardens. Thus, on the authority of Dean Herbert 
and others, N. incomparabilis and N. odorus, both Well known as wild in Southern 
Europe, have been produced in gardens by hybridisation. 

EARLY CULTURE. 

Most of the species of Narcissus were known to the early English gardeners, more 
particularly to John Parkinson, who figures and describes 96 species and varieties in 
1629. Turner, Clusius, Lobel, and Gerard all mention different species of Narcissus as 
known to them, or as grown in gardens during their time. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Nearly all these kinds are found wild in Europe. Spain and the South of France 
seem to be the head-quarters of the genus, but a few are found in Northern Africa. 
N. Tazetta is most ubiquitous, growing all over Southern Europe and Northern Africa, 
and then going off at a tangent through Persia, Cashmere, and India, as far east as 
China and Japan. 

N. Tazetta is a popular New Year's Day flower in China, and is also largely culti-
vated for decorative purposes in Japan. So popular are the varieties of this much-
varying species in the Celestial Empire, that the question naturally arises, Is it a true 
native, or was it introduced there in early times. It seems quite possible that the plant 
is truly native of the Far East, since Mrs. Bridges, in. her " Travels Round the World," 
mentions that Jonquils grow wild on the mountains between Cashmere and Thibet. 

CLASSI FI CATION. 

Parkinson seems to have been the first to attempt any classification, and he is very 
particular that we should distinguish Daffodils from Narcissi proper, and is equally 
careful lest we should confound the Flat-leaved with the Rush-leaved kinds. At a more 
recent date, Salisbury, Haworth, and Herbert all worked among these flowers, but their 
methods of classification, although most interesting to garden students, are now botani-
cally obsolete. We are indebted to Mr. J. G. Baker, of Kew, for a clear and useful 
system of grouping, published in 1869, and it is this system, with a few modifications, I 
wish to introduce. Mr. Baker's plan depends on the relative length which naturally 
exists between the perianth segments as contrasted with the cup or corona, and I have 
divided these three main divisions into Flat-leaved and Rush-leaved groups. The three 
main divisions, as characterised by the varying size of their cups or crowns, may be thus 
popularised :— 

LARGE•TRUNKED. 
GROUP I.—MAGNICORONATI, OR " COFFEE-CUP " SECTION. 

MEDIUM-CUPPED. 
GROUP II.—MEDUCORONATI, OR " TEA-CUP " SECTION. 

SMALL-CROWNED. 
GROUP I II.—PARVICORONATI, OR " TEA-SAUCER " SECTION. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE GENUS. 

GROUP I. 

Magnicoronati. 
Crown as long, or longer, than the perianth divisions. 

	

TRUMPET DAFFODIL, 	 HOOP-PETTICOAT DAFFODIL. 
a. Flat-leaved. 	 b Rush-leaved. 

	

N. Pseudo-narcissus vars. 	 N. Bulbocodium vars. 
a Flat-leaved. 

N. Pseudo-narcissus.—The type of this species is the common Daffodil of English meadows and 
orchards, and of this type there are innumerable forms, ranging from the tiny N. minimus up to N. 
rnaxtrnus, which is the tallest and largest of its race. All the varieties have flat, glaucous leaves. 

b Rush-leaved. 
N. Bulbocodium.—The type of this species is N. Bnlbocodiurn, the Rush-leaved or Hoop-petticoat 

Daffodil of Southern Europe. There are many varieties, all easily recognized by the expanded crinoline. 
like corona, narrow perianth segments, decimate stamens, and green, Rush-like leaves. 

GROUP IT. 

Afediicaranati. 
Crown half or rarely three-quarters as long as the perianth divisions. 

 

MEDIUM-CUPPED NARCISSUS. 
b Rush-leaved. 

N. ;adorns 
juncifolius 
triandrus 
calathinus 

a Flat-leaved, 
N. incomparabilis 

Macleayi 
dubius 
montanus. 

  

  

a Flat-leaved. 
N. incomparabilis.—z-flowered ; leaf half an inch broad ; glaucous. 
N. Macleayi,--s to 2-flowered ; leaves broad, greenish ; crown bright yellow, three-quarters as long 

as the spreading white perianth segments. Hybrid (?). 
N. dubius.—Many-flowered, with flattish, glaucous leaves ; perianth segments 3 lines to 5 lines long ; 

cup 3 lines deep. 
N. montanus.—r to 2-flowered, all white ; crown half as long as the perianth divisions ; flower dog-

eared, but 2 inches to 3 inches in diameter. 
b Rush-leaved. 

N. odorus (Campernelle Jonquil).—All yellow, a to 5-flowered, with bright green, Rush-like leaves. 
N. juncifolius.—x to 5-flowered ; much smaller than N. odorus, with a flattish corona. 
N. triandrus.—r to 5-flowered ; perianth divisions reflexed like a Cyclamen flower. 
N. calathinus.—I to 2-flowered, with reflexed segments like the last, perhaps only a geographical 

form of it having larger flowers. 

GROUP HI. 

Parvicatonati. 
Crown less than half as long as the perianth divisions. 

SMALL-CROWN ED NARCISSUS. 
a Flat-leaved. b Rush-leaved. 

N. Tazetta 	 N. poeticus N. intermedius N. viridiflorus 
pachybolbus Broussoneti gracilis elegans 
biflorus canariensis Jonquilla 

jonquilloides 
serotinus 

a Flat-leaved. 
N. Tazetta.—Many.flowered, with flat glaucous leaves ; very variable. 
N. pachybolbus. 
N. biflorus.--1 to 3-flowered ; flowers like N. poeticus ; creamy white, cup pure yellow. 
N. poeticus.—t to 2-flowered ; white, with a purple or red edge to the crown. 
N. Broussoneti.—Crown nearly suppressed. 
N. canariensis. 

h Rush-leaved. 
N. intermedius.—A many-flowered yellow N. Tazetta with Rush-leaves. 
N. gracilis.-1 to 2-flowered ; flowers pale yellow, as large as N. poeticus. 
N. jonquil& —Many-flowered ; flowers deep yellow, very fragrant. 
N. jonquilloides.—(Wilkom Fl, Hisp.) 

c. Autumovfourering. 
N. viridiflorus.—Many-flowered ; perianth greenish. 
N. elegans.—x to 3-flowered, pure white. 
N. serotinus.—Flowers after the leaves very like the last, but with broader perianth segments. 
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HYBRID AND SEEDLING NARCISSI. 

When we come to speak of Narcissus hybrids it is a matter of regret that the workers 
in this fertile field have left us scarcely any data or notes of how their numerous seed-
ing and hybrid forms were produced. Dean Herbert (in the "Royal Horticultural 
Society's Journal," vol. ii., p. r) has told us more than any one ; and the late Mr. W. 
Backhouse, of St. John's, Walsingkam (who raised the Empress and Emperor Daffodils) 
contributed an interesting paper on the subject to the Gardeners' Chronicle for June so, 
1865. The late Mr. Leeds, of Longford Bridge, Manchester, who raised a great many 
new kinds, gave us no information whatever ; nor did the late John Horsfield, the 
Lancashire weaver, who raised the bicolor Horsfieldi Daffodil, decidedly one of the 
most robust and beautiful of its race. The late Mr. Nelson, of Aldborough, raised a few 
varieties of especial merit, notably the noble sulphur Daffodil named Gertrude Jekyll, 
and a white form of the dwarf Daffodil (N. nanus). Mr. Nelson kindly told me by letter 
only a few days before his death that cross-fertilisation was not resorted to. Mr. S. A. 
de Graaff, of Leyden, informs me that his fine new kinds are seedlings or wind-fertilised 
hybrids. These remarks corroborate what Mr. Backhouse wrote in the Gardener? 
Chronicle twenty years ago (June so, 1865), when, speaking of artificial crosses between 
the Daffodil and Poet's Narcissus, he says, " Seeds I have sown from plants not artifi-
cially fertilised produce the same result, some showing the Daffodil and others the N. 
poeticus type." The moral here would seem to be, Raise seedlings—hybrids, if you can 
—but raise seedlings. 

Here is a list of all known type hybrids, so far as we at present know them:— 

HYBRID NARCISSI. 

  

PARENTS. 

 

HYBRIDS. 

incomparabilis 
odorus 
Macleayi 
gracilis and tenuior 
intermedius and jonquilloides 
Nelsoni in variety 
33arri 
Burbidgei 
Hurnei 
Leedsi 
Millen 	„ 
Bernardi ,, 
tridymus 
Mastersianus 

Pseudo-narcissus 

jonquilla 

poeticus 

incomparabilis 
montanus 
incomparabilis 
poeticus 
Tazetta 

poeticus 
Tonquilla 
Matta. 

Macleaya 
Pseudo-narcissus 

 

moschatus 
„ =dens 

Pseudo-narcissus 
poculiformis 

DERIVATIVE HYBRIDS AND CULTURE. 

Some of these hybrids have again yielded seedlings,: so that the variations now 
observable are of the most divergent and perplexing kind ; so much so indeed that some 
have complained that there is too much sameness among the newer kinds of Narcissi. 
This much is true of Roses or Auriculas—indeed, of nearly all garden flowers; and, after 
all, it is easy to use one's eyes on a day like this, noting the most beautiful frcm one's 
own standpoint, and resolutely avoiding those which do not please our taste. To my 
mind the delicate chromatic scale—the subtleties of form and of colour which these new 
seedlings afford us—are most beautiful, and a garden tastefully planted with them would 
afford its owner beauty of a most satisfying kind, even if it did not prove a "joy for 
ever." Of the poetry of the Narcissus I shall say nothing, since in the first place I am 
sure it is in your hearts, or at least you may find it in your libraries. But I have a few 
words to say in conclusion on the cultivation of these beautiful flowers. 

THE CULTURE of all the Daffodils, and of nearly all the Narcissi, is not difficult. Most 
of them are robust enough to increase in beauty from year to year, if planted at the proper 
season in well-tilled soil. Some of the dwarf and tender Species, as N. triandrus, 
N. juncifolius, N. bulbocodium (especially the paler forms), N. viridiflorus, N. elegans, 



LECTURE ON THE NARCISSUS. 	 17 

and N. serotinus, succeed best in pots in a cool house or frame. The white race of 
Daffodils also do best on a warm sunny border ; but the yellow and bicolor Daffodils, 
and nearly all the hybrid kinds, will luxuriate in the open-air border almost anywhere. 
They may be dug up as soon as the foliage has withered away, and replanted in good, 
well-drained soil. It is a good plan to 
mulch well with rotten manure just before 
flowering time ; and if you want very fine 
fresh flowers for show or for decorative 
uses, cut them whilst they are in the bud 
stage, and place them in water indoors 
to expand. I may add, that if you post 
flowers to your friends, pack them in the 
bud stage. 

WHEN TO CUT YOUR 
DAFFODILS 

for indoor decoration or for posting to 
friends is, indeed, an important matter, 
and well worthy of a little thoughtful con-
sideration. You may send fifty or sixty 
Daffodil buds in a comparatively small 
box for a few pence. They pack readily 
if cut in the stage shown in our illustra-
tion, and travel much more safely than if 
further advanced, added to which advan-
tages is the main one that the buds, when 
placed in water en reaching their desti-
nation, open out as fresh and fair as if 
allowed to open out on their parent 
plants ; far more so, indeed, since indoors 
they are safe from rude winds and cold 
rains. As a fact, indeed, flower buds cut 
in this way open out fresher and attain a 
larger 'size than would have been the case 
had they remained uncut, and the same is 
true of Iris, Gladiolus, Amaryllis, Crocus, 
Snowdrops — indeed, of nearly all the 
endogenous plants now grown in our gar-
dens. We have sent Water Lily buds a 
journey of two hundred mile's, and when 
these were gently opened and placed float-
ing in water, they were as fresh as if just 
gathered from a reedy pool. All who 
really love flowers and like their friends 
to receive their floral offerings at their 
freshest and best, all indeed who are in-
terested in garden blossoms for artistic or 
their Daffodils in the bud stage. 

for decorative uses, cannot do better than cut 

THE TRUMPET DAFFODILS. 

In order to facilitate the arrangement of my own sketches and notes on the Daffodils, 
I some time ago drew up the following simple arrangement or classification of these 
popular flowers. It is very simple, and its use would simplify matters in speaking or 
writing of these classical blossoms. I had intended to have brought it before the 
connoisseurs assembled at the Daffodil Conference, but other matters intervened, and 
after all it will meet more eyes, and perhaps be of more practical service as here 
given :— 
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RUSH-LEAVED. 

N. Bulbocodium (Hoop-petticoat Daffodils). 
a. Golden Hoop-petticoat Daffodils. 

Examples : 
N. Bulbocodium var. tenuifolius, conspicuus, 

minor, minimus. 
2. White or sulphur Hoop-petticoat Daffodils. 

Examples : 
N. Bulbocodium var. monophyllus, Graellsi, 

citrinus, obesus, minor, sulphureus, nivalis. 

FLAT-LEAVED. 
N. Pseudo-narcissus (Trumpet Daffodils). 

a. Yellow Trumpet Daffodils. 
Examples : 

N. Pseudo-narcissus, N. maximus, N. major, N. 
spurius, N. princeps, N, nobilis, N. lorifolius, 

N. Telarnonius, &c. 

2. Bicolor Trumpet Daffodils. 

Examples : 
N. bicolor, N. b. grandis, N. Dean Herbert, 
N. Michael Foster, N. Emperor, N. Empress. 

N. Horsfieldi, &c. 

3. White or sulphur Trumpet Daffodils. 

Examples : 
N. cernuus, N. moschatus, N. tortuosus. N. 
Loderi, N. cernuus pulcher, N. Milneri, N. 

Exquisite, &c. 

4. Pigmy Trumpet Daffodils. 
Examples : 

N. minimus, N. minor, N. nanus. 

5. Polyanthus Trumpet Daffodils. 
Examples : 

N. tridymus, N. Mastersianus, N. Macleayi, &c. 
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POPULAR CLASSIFICATION OF DAFFODILS. 

The Daffodils have long been and yet are a most interesting study. There is a tradition 
that Sweet,* the botanist, went mad whilst trying to straighten out or unravel the 
knotted string which holds the whole bunch of these golden Daffodils together, and that 
modern students of these plants are also suspected of " having a bee in their bonnets "' 
goes without the saying. Quite recently I have had a great treat, a gentleman having 
placed in my hands a large bundle of Haworth's letters and MSS. written about the year 
183o. These letters are to a Daffodil lover most interesting. Haworth it was who, in 
separating the Narcissi into sub-genera, proposed the name of Ajax for all the larger 
kinds of Daffodils, and for the smaller ones, such as N. abscissus, the name of Oileus, or, 
as it is put in the " Iliad," 

" Ajax the great, the son of Telamon ; 
Ajax the less, Oileus' valiant son." 

In writing to the Rev. Mr. Ellacombe, then of Bitton Vicarage, in the year 1831, under 
date April 16, Haworth is in great spirits, having just succeeded in rediscovering Nar-
cissus cernuus, which it seems probable he only previously knew from books or figures. 
Here is what he says : " And your Ajax tortuosus is verily Ajax cernuus ! Thus have 
you the merit of discovering both the double first, and then the single of this matchless, 
modest, drooping, and long-neglected beauty. The flower of your specimen was withered, 
collapsed, and colourless, but it was the beautiful cernuus in ruins, and, what is singular, 
the day, I think, your last letter from me was written, I also found the single of this 
favourite of yours and mine in the Fulham nursery l" There are many other remarks 
and notes of interest on Narcissi, their wild habitats, and nomenclature in these Hawor-
thian MSS., that I cannot now find time to transcribe, but some day I hope to study 
them more thoroughly. Our present object is to direct attention to the best of these 
Daffodils, old and new, and to indicate the best way in which they may be made to add 
beauty and variety to the outdoor spring garden. For practical convenience we shall 
class the numerous varieties into three sections, viz. : 1, Golden Daffodils ; 2, Bicolor 
Daffodils ; and 3, White Daffodils. Of the first, or 

GOLDEN DAFFODILS, the finest, I think, is N. maximus, which in good, rich, light 
soils attains a height of 2 feet to 3 feet, bearing its great golden flowers aloft in defiance 
alike of wind and rain. Some growers prefer N. lorifolius var. Emperor, which is alsO a 
stately variety, but paler in colour, with more broadly imbricated perianth segments. 
The mention of these two varieties side by side brings us to another view of this golden-
flowered group of Daffodils, since it is composed of two sets of varieties, which 
vary from the dwarfest to the tallest of varieties in two parallel sets or sub-sections. 
Not unfrequently the two commonest of dwarf kinds, N. minor and N. nanus, are 
confounded with each other in gardens, but N. nanus is easily known by its broadly 

* This was in part, even if not wholly, the truth, That he died in Bedlam is a fact, and as this 
occurred soon after a visit to Mr. Ellacombe, Sen., at Button, so the story arose. 	 F. W. B. 
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imbricated perianth segments, while in N. minor the segments are narrower and barely 
overlap each other. Thus, starting from N. minor, we have a range of ascending varie-
ties, until the culminating point of perfection, so far as size and stature are concerned, is 
reached in N. maximus. On the other hand, starting with the broad-pellated N. nanus, 
we find a set of varieties ascending in like manner until N. Emperor is reached, as the 
largest of the group. Of course, as in all natural arrangements. we find exceptions, or 
what appear to be such, to the untrained eye ; but, practically speaking, these two 
parallel groups exist, and it is quite easy to refer any single variety to either one or the 
other of them. The most robust and effective of the Golden Daffodils for ordinary 
garden culture are N. maximus, N. major, N. rugilobus, N. Emperor, N. princeps, 
N. obvallaris, N. abscissus, N, nobilis, N. minor, N. nanus, and N. minimus, the last the 
veriest pigmy of all the Daffodils, flowering at r inch or 2 inches above the soil. It is 
more curious than effective as a garden flower, but being rare it is of course very highly 
valued by all connoisseurs of Daffodils. When we come to the broad-leaved 

BICOLOR DAFFODIL group, we find it comprises some of the most effective of 
varieties. They are mostly distinguished by having a white perianth around a golden 
crown—" Apples of gold in baskets of silver," as an old author says of them. In this 
group are N. bicolor, N. b. breviflos, N. b. Horsfieldi, N. b. Empress, N. b. grandis, 
N. b. J. B. M. Camm, and N. b. Mrs. J. B. M. Camm. N. bicolor Dean Herbert 
and Michael Foster belong to this group, although their perianth segments are 
sulphur or primrose tinted. Perhaps N. Horsfieldi is the best of all this section for 
general culture and effect in gardens, although N. bicolor grandis and N. bicolor 
Dean Herbert are very bold and beautiful, and when more readily obtainable in quantity 
they will become favourite garden flowers. Grown in pots for spring flowering in the 
greenhouse, N. Horsfieldi is one of the most showy of all hardy bulbs, and roots of it 
potted up will bloom in March quite readily. 

THE WHITE DAFFODILS have a peculiar charm of their own, and are likewise very 
beautiful when grown in pots in the greenhouse. It should be borne in mind, however, 
that artificial heat is not necessary in their culture—all they require being shelter from 
wind and rain. In warm, light, rich soils they are perfectly hardy. The three old 
varieties are N. cernuus, N. tortuosus, and N. albicans, but of late years several seed-
lings have been added to this group, such as N. cernuus pulcher. N. W. P. Milneri, N. 
William Goldring, N. Mr. C. W. Cowan, N. Exquisite, N. F. W. Burbidge, Dr. Hogg, Mrs. 
F. W. Burbidge, Rebecca Syme, and one or two others not at present fully determined. 
Parkinson tells us that originally these lovely white Daffodils came from Spain, and 
Haworth described four varieties, three of which are now well known in gardens. The 
largest of these is N. albicans, in which the trumpet is the corona, is longer than the 
perianth segments, and has an elegantly expanded trumpet-like mouth. N. tortuosus is 
smaller, having a straight trumpet scalloped at the mouth, while the perianth divisions 
are all more or less twisted, and have a high-shouldered appearance quite unmistakable 
when once seen. N. cernuus is one of the smallest of the group anelegant plant—the 
perianth divisions being nearly as long as the pale sulphur crown. Of this plant we have 
two very rare double-flowered varieties—N. cernuus fl.-pl. and N. cernuus bicinctus. 
All these varieties are very beautiful, and are well deserving of careful pot culture in all 
gardens where it has been found impossible to grow them in the open air. All agree in 
having white perianth segments, and the crowns of all are of a sulphur colour on first 
expansion, gradually changing to white. 

THE CULTURE OF DAFFODILS 

Generally is of the most simple kind, and one of the most pleasing of all the spring 
effects in our gardens is absent where they ate not. Even a clump or two of the 
common old double yellow kind in a cottage garden brightens up all around it ; and 
planting bold beds or masses of these bulbs along the margins of woods, or even in the 
grass of lawns and in home meadows where they do not naturally exist, is a means of 
adding beauty to natural vegetation of such localities, for, as some one well said, a group 
of golden Daffodils on the young grass is as "sunshine in a shady place." When 
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planted in quantity, one of the results gained is a plentiful supply of flowers for cutting 
and of all spring blossoms these are the best for the indoor decoration of vase or pitcher. 
A handful of common yellow Daffodils with a good length of fluted stalk, placed daintily 
in an old brown jug with a few green leaves, or with slender Willow shoots when silvery 
buds or "pussies" grace them, is a picture that all may enjoy. There is no garden so 
small, no home so humble, in which these golden Daffodowndillies may not be grown 
and enjoyed. In large country places they should be planted along the grassy margins 
of walks, "beside the lake beneath the trees," where they may dance, and sway, and 
nod, and flutter, as well becometh the joyous sisters of " an April Daffodilly." 

THE NEW HYBRID NARCISSI, 

Even in this, the nineteenth century, it is a marvel to many how astronomers can 
allude definitely and accurately to any one particular star in the blue vault above, and, 
in like manner, these beautiful " earth stars " among the seedling Narcissi are so thickly 
besprinkled, and, to an untrained eye, so seemingly alike, that the wonder to an ordinary 
observer is how it becomes possible to distinguish one from another. In both cases it is 
easy when one has the knowledge. Of a certainty many Narcissi are very nearly alike, 
but not so similar as are many other things, animate and inanimate, which are t nevertheless, 
quite different. When the tourist meets a flock of mountain sheep, they seem to him as 
"like as two Peas ; " but the chances are that the sleek colley dog behind them does not 
think so any more than does the shepherd his master, and so those who best know 
the varieties of Narcissus may tell us how they vary. To my mind it is by no means 
difficult to see the variation in these hybrids, especially when they are grown in quantity 
in beds or masses, for, apart from their flowers, many of the kinds differ much in breadth 
or tint of leafage, or in time of blooming, as well as in floral details. A man who can 
distinguish the differences in, say a hundred varieties of Potatoes, or the same number 
of Apples, need have no difficulty in doing the same for these our favourite flowers of 
spring. And yet those who can point out by name any one of a hundred or more of 
unnamed show Roses will frankly tell you that the new seedling Narcissi are " too much 
alike." The truth really is, that seedling Narcissi are quite as distinct as are named Tulips, 
Hyacinths, Gladioli, Roses, Pansies, or a dozen other groups of hardy flowers, of which 
numerous varieties have been raised from seeds ; but whereas all these have long been 
known, the hybrid Narcissi are of quite recent birth, one may the Tess wonder at their 
being less well known. The history of the hybrid Narcissi is a very interesting one, 
and, as often happens—more often, perhaps, than horticulturists are apt to imagine—
Dame Nature seems to have been ahead of the gardener, and we find natural hybrids in 
the Alpine meadows. Thus, Dr. Henon, who 'made a special study of the wild French 
species, tells us, The station of Lattes, near Montpelier, is remarkable in that it offers 
many species mixed in the same meadow (N. poeticus, angustifolius, biflorus, Tazetta), 
as well as a considerable quantity of intermediate forms, varieties, or hybrids. In 1840, 
along with MM. Dunal, Delile, and Bouchet, I asserted that at this station might be 
seen all the passages from N. poeticus to N. Tazetta passing through N. biflorus without 
any appreciable line of demarcation. This assertion was at the time strongly criticised ; 
but verification being made on the spot with M. Delile, it was established that the fact 
was beyond doubt." 

N. Bernardi has long been recognized as a distinct natural hybrid, to be found in 
Pyrenean meadows wherever N. poeticus and N. muticus (J. Gay) .grow together. It is 
a variable plant, according as the characteristics of either one or the other of its parents 
predominate. This variety was recently figured and described in The Garden for 
the current year (vol. xxiii., p. 594). 

The late Dean Herbert seems to have been one of the first, if not actually the first, 
to raise hybrid Narcissi in our gardens ; and in the Botanical Register for 1843, No. 38, 
several of his hybrids are illustrated, these having been raised in the Dean's garden at 
Spofforth. It is there stated by Mr. Herbert, that many Narcissi which had been 
distinguished as species, and even by Haworth made into fresh genera, are never known 
to bear seed, and are hence regarded as mules. Mr. Herbert verified his own doubts on 
this head by raising hybrid seedlings from the wild Yorkshire Daffodil (N. Pseudo- 
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narcissus), fertilized with pollen of N. poeticus, the result being a plant which could not 
be distinguished from N. incomparabilis. All interested in the history of cross-bred 
Narcissi should read the paper on " Hybridisation" contributed to the fourwa/ of the 
Horticultural Society (vol. ii., p. r, et seg.), wherein the worthy Dean gives some very 
interesting particulars. Among other instructive remarks is one relating to the sterility 
of N. odorus (Campernelle) in cultivation or in its wild state ; and this fact led to 
experiments being made which eventually proved that the Linnman N. odorus—the 
genus Philogyne in all its variations—is simply a cross-bred or hybrid product between 
the common Daffodil (N. pseudo-narcissus) and the Jonquil (N. jonquilla), such hybrids 
having been raised by Mr. Trevor Alcock, near Carmarthen, as well as in the Dean's 
own garden. 

Another celebrated hyhridiser of the Narcissus was the late Mr. W. Backhouse, of 
St. John's, Walsingham, who amongst others was successful in raising N. lorifolius var. 
Emperor and N. bicolor var. Empress Daffodils, while among the present group his 
hybrid variety of N. incomparabilis var. Stella is perhaps the best known. Mr. 
BaCkhouse's seedlings are numerous, yet amongst hybrid Daffodils his Emperor 
and Empress even yet reign supreme. Those interested should read his own account 
of his crosses, as given in the Gardeners' Clironiele, June so, 1865. A successful hybridist 
was Mr. Leeds, of Longford Bridge, near Manchester, and his seedlings have added 
greatly to our collections, many of them rivalling the choicest of all tropical Orchids in 
beauty, while at the same time they are perfectly hardy in our gardens. According to 
Mr. Barr, whose collection of Leeds' varieties is quite unique, " These new hybrid 
Daffodils are the result of crosses between the different varieties of the Trumpet Daffodil 
and the varieties of poeticus on the one hand, and the Trumpet Daffodil and montanus 
on the other. Unfortunately, the gentlemen who produced such wonderful results, and 
made so many grand additions to a family already rich and varied, have left on record 
so little data that we can but surmise how the work was accomplished." 

In several coloured illustrations in The Garden, the artist has given us a delicious glimpse 
of the graceful forms and beauty of many seedling varieties, all of which are most lovely, 
but a volume of coloured plates wou'd not give us an adequate idea of their numerous new 
phases of grace and colour, and, after all, the best way of illustrating their utter loveliness 
is planting them in good soil and in suitable positions in the garden, so that every spring • 
time may bring their flowers to us in all their graceful reality. Among the late Rev. Mr. 
Nelson's seedling Daffodils there are one or two so distinct as to deserve especial notice. 
Perhaps the finest of all is N. Gertrude Jekyll, a bold beauty of the finest type, having a 
solid wax-like trunk and stout sulphur-tinted perianth segments. This variety was first 
illustrated and described in The Garden, vol. xxiii., p. 31, and is certainly one of the very 
finest of its race. Another little beauty of Mr. Nelson's raising is N. nanus var. albus, 
which may best be described as a pale sulphur-coloured variety of the N. nanus type, 
which eventually shades off into a nearly pure white flower. It is as rare as it is beauti-
ful, and, like its larger companion from the Aldborough garden before alluded to, it is 
not yet in the trade. While remembering the beauty of these Nelsonian seedlings, we 
must not forget that they were simply the result of careful seed selection, and not 
obtained as the result of cross-breeding. That being so, one cannot too forcibly beg of 
amateurs in whose gardens Narcissi may naturally bear seeds, that they will try their 
best to raise seedlings, seeing that the results in Mr. Nelson's, as well as in Mr. Back-
house's, case were so exceptionally fine and distinct. 

Planted out in good deep friable or sandy soil, these new seedling varieties are not 
only quite hardy, but they rapidly increase, and so form effective masses. If planted in 
a sheltered position so much the better, or the dry, harsh east winds shrivel their perianth 
segments, and so impair their beauty, unless, indeed, their blossoms are cut in the bud 
stage and brought indoors to expand. So treated, or when grown in pots in the green-
house, the exquisite beauty of their blossoms is much longer preserved. As to their 
great beauty as cut flowers we need not speak, since most visitors to the London flower 
shows of recent years will have noted it for themselves. 
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DOUBLE DAFFODILS.—Flat-leaved.—N. Pseudo -narcissus.— Seeing that the 
 single forms of this species are so widely variable, it seems strange (as in the case 

with N. Tazetta also) that there are not more double varieties. Those known are : 
Double English Daffodil (wild in Devon and the Isle of Wight), N. Telamonius plenus 
(common double), N. grandipIenus (two or three forms), N. cernuus plenus (two forms), 

pumilus plenus (N. lobularis fi. pi.), N. Eystettensis (capax), figured by Parkinson 
and sometimes known as Oueen Anne's Daffodil in gardens. 

DOUBLE NARCISSL — Flat-leaved.— N. incomparabilis.—Several forms well known in 
gardens under popular names : Codlins and Cream, Butter and Eggs, Eggs and Bacon, 
Orange Phcenix, Sulphur Phcenix, being examples. N. poeticus.--The double form of 
N. poeticus is rather variable. In some the coronal segments are almost entirely sup-
pressed. It is sometimes known as the Gardenia Narcissus. N. Tazetta.—The common 
double Roman Narcissus of the seed shops is a form of this species, and one or two 
others are figured in Parkinson's " Paradisus," A.D. 1629. Rush-leaved.—N. jonquilla.-
The double-flowered Jonquil is commonly grown among forced spring-flowering bulbs in 
gardens. N. odorus. This species has yielded us one variety with double golden 
flowers, well known as Oueen Anne's Jonquil. 

That some Daffodils have become double is an interesting fact, and it has been 
thought by many that even change of soil and locality seem favourable to the production 
of double flowers. In some parts of France, especially near Orleans, and also in Italy, 
near Naples, we are told, .the different indigenous forms of N. Pseudo-narcissus are 
frequently found with double flowers. It would appear that double-flowered Daffodils 
are not all sports of accidental origin, as is often the case with Camellias and Azaleas, 
but may be raised from seed of single or of semi-double kinds, a fact well known to the . - 
quaint old gardeners of the last century, as will be seen from the following quotations 
from Hale's "Eden ; or, a Compleat Body of Gardening " 0  (a valuable old folio, contain-
ing 6o coloured plates and much interesting information), published in 1757. At p. 329, 
Hale, curiously enough, observes: "The varieties of Narcissus raised by culture are 
much more numerous than the species we have from Nature." The following varieties 
of Narcissus are probably never met with in a double state, or, if so, very rarely, viz. 
Juncifolius, I3ulbocodium, pachybolbus, elegans, serotinus, Broussoneti, intermedius, 
Macleayi, biflorus, viridiflorus, calathinus, triandrus, dubius, gracilis, and canariensis. 
The following frequently assume a double-flowered condition, viz. : N. pseudo-narcissus, 
incomparabilis, odorus, jonquilla, Tazetta, and poeticus. Among the double forms of 
these may also often be found great variety, even among those of the same species. 

FLAT -LEAVED DOUBLE DAFFODILS.—N. Pseudo-narcissus.—Of this variable plant 
we have four or five showy double forms, one of the most rare and interesting of which 
is the true double-flowered form of our common English Daffodil. This variety was 
well known to Parkinson, who figured and described it (1629) as Pseudo-narcissus 
anglicus 11.-p/., or Gerard's double Daffodil. It has often been confounded with the 

Hale's " Eden" is one of the many works of the notorious Sir John Hill. 
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common large deep yellow-flowered double Daffodil of our gardens and orchards, but it 
is quite distinct from all other double forms. The perianth segments are of a pale 
sulphur-yellow, and the duplicate segments of the fringed crown are clear yellow, as in 
the wild form. The common double Daffodil of gardens is a form of Haworth's N. 
Telamonius (which is very nearly related to N. major of Curtis), a form of N. pseudo-
narcissus, having large deep golden yellow flowers, with pale yellow perianth segments. 
It is a native of Spain, and the single form is much more rare in gardens than the 
double one ; indeed, this plant and its ally, N. major, seem inclined to produce semi-
double and double flowers nearly everywhere in cultivation. The common double 
Daffodil was known to Haworth as the pale-pointed double, and it is probably the same 
plant as that described by Parkinson as Mr. Wilmer's great double Daffodil. The 
largest of all the double-flowered Daffodils is grandiplenus, a large, thick, massive, 
flower, with green-pointed segments among rich golden or orange-tinted coronal divisions. 
In warm seasons this is very showy ; but when the months of March and April are cold, 
windy, and wet, the flowers are plethoric masses of dingy green segments, which never 
open properly ; this is a monstrous double form of N. major, or one of the other large 
deep yellow Spanish varieties. N. grandiplenus, or " Tradescant his double Daffodil," is 
made up of several double flowers all crowded together into a dense roseate mass ; that 
is to say, it is in reality a double `Polyanthus Daffodil." Another Spanish plant, N. 
pseudo-narcissus cernuus, having creamy-white nodding or pendulous flowers, produces 
two double forms of great beauty. Cernuus plenus is a full, open, Rose-like flower, the 
perianth and coronal segments being creamy white, and the centre of the flowers have 
often a tinge of lemon-yellow in them. Sometimes the multiplication of parts in this and 
other double forms of N. pseudo-narcissus is confined to the corona, and then the result 
is a very handsome flower. In some seasons, however, the corona bursts open, and then 
the flower assumes a Rose like aspect. Plenus bicinctus differs from cernuus plenus in 
having a double row of normal perianth segments, as well as a double corona. One of 
the most interesting of all the double-flowered varieties of the Daffodil is that figured by 
Parkinson as Pseudo-narcissus gallicus minor and by the late Dean Herbert as 
Ajax Eystettensis. Those interested in the singular morphology of this rare old double 
Daffodil should refer to Journal Limnrcan Society, vol. xxv., p. 465. In all the forms just 
mentioned there is a duplication of coronal as well as perianth segments, but in this the 
multiplication of parts is entirely confined to the perianth segments, which overlap 
each other in six regular rows, just as the petals of a Lady Hume's Blush Camellia seem 
to do. This variety is in fact a crownless double Daffodil, no coronal divisions being 
produced in its formation. This is one of the rarest of an the double•flowered forms, 
being seldom met with in our gardens, although evidently well known in the time of 
Parkinson, who figures and describes it very accurately in his " Paradisus " at p. 107, fig. 
4, and p. 105. An irregular form of the last variety is evidently alluded to by Hale at p. 
354 of his "Eden" as the double Lemon Daffodil, which he describes as "familiar in full 
perfection in the gardens of Holland, but, though not unknown to England, it does not 
often show itself in its proper lustre." And, he adds, "the segments are long, obtuse, 
waved at the edges, and disposed in a wild and irregular manner, not, as in many double 
flowers, in a number of series." This is merely an irregular form of N. Eystettensis. 
On plate 44 of the last-named work, Hale figures what he calls the Silver and Gold 
Daffodil, and at p. 5 t7 he says, " The petals are of a very delicate, shining, silvery grey, 
and the cup yellow. This is the natural colouring; but sometimes the yellow runs in 
light variegations among the grey, and often the grey in the same manner spreads itself 
among the yellow ; either way the colouring is extremely singular as well as pretty." 
And under the head of culture, at p. 518, he observes, "This rises from the seeds of some 
of those large single Daffodils which we have observed before are the original produce of 
the common wild English kind ; " and a few lines lower down he adds, "The great art to 
obtain these double and variegated flowers is to sow often and largely." 

Mr. Brockbank and Mr. Cornhill have this season (1884) succeeded in saving ripe 
seeds of Narcissus Telamonius fl.-pl., and we hope that healthy double blossomed 
seedlings may result from these, as some reward for their faith and perseverance. 

Dr. Browne, of Hull, raised a small seedling, double variety, which flowered in 1884, 
and is the only double raised in recent years. 
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N. INCOMPARABILIS (Great Peerless Daffodil).—Of this there are several forms, three 
of which are well marked and distinct—viz., Orange Phmnix, a kind with white perianth 
divisions, among which the rich orange segments of the corona are shown off to good 
advantage. The common double form of old cottage gardens has yellow segments, 
among which are scattered the divisions of the deep orange cup. This last is popularly 
known as Butter and Eggs, a name doubtless suggested by the colours of the flower. 
The third is creamy white, with yellow corona' segments in the centre of the flower, and 
is known as the Sulphur Phcenix, or as Codlins and Cream. All these forms are 
sometimes seen in a semi-double state, the cup in that case retaining its entirety, the 
multiplication of parts being confined within its radius. Hale gives an excellent figure 
of this plant, which he calls the Nonpareil Daffodil, and at page 482 he says : " We 
have said it is a creature of the gardener's art, and the same management which first 
raised must preserve, and may improve it. The seeds, which ripen freely, should be 
sown in the manner we have directed for the other Narcissi, and the young plants treated 
with the same care. They will show a great deal of variety ; some flowers will be larger, 
others smaller, some better coloured, others worse ; and there will be some double, or, at 
least, semi-double. These must be separated (the largest and best coloured with the 
double and semi-double flowers) into a bed by themselves ; the others planted to supply 
vacancies and give variety in common borders. From the seeds of the semi-double 
there may always be raised perfectly double flowers, and these, as well as the finest of 
'the single, may be afterwards increased by offsets." Parkinson, at pp. 68-9 of his 
"Paradisus," mentions four varieties of this plant, and two of them he describes as 
producing geminate or fasciated flowers, but no allusion is made to perfect double-
flowered varieties. One white-flowered form he describes as follows : "N. maximus 
griseus calice flavo, the Grey Peerless Daffodil. This Peerless Daffodil well deserveth 
a place among these kinds, for that it doth much 'resemble them, and peradventure is 
but a difference raised from the seed of the former, it is so like in leaf and flower, but 
that the leaves seem to be somewhat greater, and the six outer leaves (segments) of the 
flower to be of a glistering whitish grey colour, and the cup yellow as the former, but 
larger." This last-named plant is N. incomparabilis var. albus of our gardens, and I have 
quoted Parkinson's description to show that Daffodils were commonly raised from seed 
two centuries and a half ago. This suggests the question, Where are all the innumerable 
forms that cultivators of these popular flowers have raised during this lapse of years ? 

N. TAZETTA (Italian or Roman Daffodil).—This is the most variable of all the species 
of Narcissus, there being at least fifty well-marked forms of it, only one of which—the 
double Roman—is, so far as I am aware, found in a double state. This double variety 
is well known and extensively cultivated in pots for early flowering. It is singular that 
we have only one or two double-flowered varieties among all the forms of this plant ; 
and the precise kind from which this double variety sprang appears to be unknown. 
Mr. Barr, who, as is well known, has paid much attention to Narcissi, has a delicious 
fragrant white-flowered form, named N. Tazetta, with a rich orange cup' ; and this is 
supposed to be the single form of the double Roman, although it looks very different, 
when grown in the open air, from that variety. The double kind varies from a perfectly 
double flower, consisting of a white perianth and deep orange corona] segments in equal 
proportions to a form in which the duplication is strictly confined to the corona itself, 
the normal number of perianth segments being present in their usual form. A deep 
yellow form is figured on Plate 37 of Hale's " Eden" as the double oriental Narcissus ; 
and Parkinson gives engravings of two forms at p. 85 of his oft-quoted "Paradisus," one 
of which bears four or five flowered scapes of large white flowers, having a crumpled or 
broken yellow cup in the centre. In the other form the duplication mainly consists of 
the white perianth segments. 

N. POETIC:LIS (Pheasant's-eye).—Of all the double forms of Narcissus, this is the most 
strikingly beautiful, in purity and sweetness rivalling even the flowers of a Gardenia. 
The pure glistening white perianth segments are incurved, and a few crimson-edged 
corona] segments are interspersed among them at the base. The amount of doubleness 
varies in different soils, but it deserves to be extensively cultivated for the sake of its 
fragrant flowers, which open about the middle of May. As cut flowers they are very 
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useful, and possess the advantage of lasting in good condition for a long time in water 
after being cut. Parkinson, in his "Paradisus " (p. 83), describes three double-flowered 
forms of this species, and at pp. 84, 85 describes and figures a double-flowered form seem-
ingly intermediate between N. Tazetta and N. poeticus. In his engraving, which 
represents a four-flowered scape, the Rose-like flowers are shown as large as a bronze 
halfpenny, and this he calls Narcissus chalcedonicus fimbriatus multiplex polyanthos, 
the great double purple-ringed Daffodil of Constantinople. In his description he quaintly 
contrasts it with the double white Daffodil of Constantinople (or double Roman) as 
follows : "This Daffodil differeth very little or nothing in leaf from the former ; the only 
difference is in the flowers, which, although they be double, and bear many upon a stalk 
like unto them, yet this has the pieces of the yellow cup tipped with purple, as if they 
were shed or scattered among the white leaves ; whereas the other hath only the yellow 
without any show of purple tips among them ; the smell of this is as strong as any 
other." This curious and desirable form is now, unfortunately, lost to cultivators. It was 
doubtless a double-flowered form of one of the hybrid or intermediate varieties of N. 
poeticus and N. Tazetta, which we know exists in a wild state. 

N. MONTANUS.—In April, 1884, I saw a clump of this delicate species with semi-
double flowers in the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. The blossoms of this plant are 
rarely normal, but I never saw a multiplication of perianth segments before, a reduction 
in their number being the general rule if any vagary occurs. 

RUSH-LEAVED DOUBLE NARCISSI. — N. odorus (Fragrant Narcissus).—Of this 
plant there are two well marked double-flowered forms not unfrequently met with in old-
fashioned gardens. One has double Rose-shaped flowers, two, or even three, on a scape, 
of clear yellow golden colour, made up of coronal and perianth segments. This form, 
which is by no means scarce, may often be seen at Covent Garden and other flower 
markets in the shape of cut flowers. In another form, more rarely met with, the dupli-
cation is confined almost entirely to the perianth segments, as is the case with Herbert's 
N. Eyestettensis. This singular form is figured by Parkinson in his " Paradisus ;" there-
fore it has been long known in gardens. The double varieties of N. odorus are popularly 
known as Queen Anne's Jonquil, and it would be interesting to hear how and when the 
name originated. 

N. JONQUILLA (common Jonquil).—The double form of this old plant is well figured 
by Parkinson, who, singularly enough, gives a very poor engraving of the single form. 
It bears two or three golden yellow fragrant flowers on a slender, deep glossy green 
scape, the individual blossoms being considerably smaller than those of N. odorus and 
more pleasing in form. It is a common and well-known plant in gardens, and is valu-
able in the shape of cut flowers. This and the single form, when forced in pots, are 
useful both for greenhouse and drawing-room decoration during the earlier months of 
the year. A plant, which I suspect is_ a double form of N. odorus, is figured on plate 3S 
of Hale's "Eden" as the double jonquil. 

The above are all the double Daffodils with which I am acquainted ; but there are 
doubtless others, and of these some account would be acceptable. Although it is 
confidently stated in Hale's " Eden " that double Daffodils or Narcissi may be raised 
from seeds of the single or semi-double kinds, yet I believe I am right in saying that no 
such double forms have been raised within living memory. Of all the double Daffodils 
mentioned by Parkinson, only one, Parkinson's double Daffodil (? N. Telamonius fl.-pl.) 
has a well-authenticated origin. At page 104 (lc.) Parkinson distinctly says that it "is 
of mine own fostering or raising, as I said before (p. 503) ; for assuredly it is risen from 
the seed of the great Spanish single kinde, which I sowed in mine own garden, and 
cherished it, until it gave such a flower as is described." This variety originated, as he 
tells us, in 16'8, but of all the other double-flowered kinds, such as Tradescant's, 
Wilmer's, and Gerard's, he is himself doubtful as to their origin. Nearly all our double 
varieties of to-day were known to and figured by Parkinson in 1629. Again, it was at 
one time thought that bulbs of the common single-flowered wild Daffodil of the fields 


