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THE FDS 10
TH

 ANNUAL 
FLOWER SHOW 

 

As the end of April approached, it was difficult to accept the fact that there were hardly any 
flowers in the flower refrigerator.  The Mississippi Flower Show, same week as ours, had literally no 
flowers and hence no show.  A few days before our show, the temperature rose to 67 degrees and 
we had flowers.   
 

The Flower Show was advertised as a display show. There were the usual flower groups: 
species, historic, modern, test garden.  The flowers displayed on green table cloths in batches and/or 
test tubes with the names, division number and color code printed on cards.  What was new was a 
large table covered with more green cloth centered with 12 large green glass vases that held a mass 
(250+) of Grand Primo.  You could smell the show before you entered the Tallahassee Nurseries’ 
greenhouse.   
 

Floral designs were made by Charlotte Watkins and Tracy Allen.  Floral exhibits were 
contributed by members Susan Reed, Virginia Walker and Eleanor Houyous.  All were very 
professional and added a sense of style to our display.  President Lori Johnson’s crew included 
Tiffany Bourassa, Carol Allen, Tracy Allen, Jean and Bob Denk, Mary Ann Tonnacliffe, Lori’s mother, 
Linda Van Beck and Pete and Emily Millett.  
 

Out-of-towners included folks from Thomasville, Ocala, Gainesville and Crawfordville.  A man 
from Tifton, Ga. identified his ‘old timer’ as Nat Williams.  The F.D.S. is still recording all locations of 
Nat Williams. 
 

The weather was great, the crowd good and we added 16 new members.  The show record 
will be published in the next newsletter. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Saturday, May 8, 2010 
9:15 A.M. 

Jubilee Cottage 
Goodwood Museum and Gardens 

Tallahassee, Florida 
 

 

DAFFODIL SEASON 
 

Hasn’t it been a wonderful year?  As the daffodils wind down, there are a few that got their 
clock messed up and didn’t bloom, but most daffodils thought they had died and gone to 
England.  Stable temperatures on the cool to cold side, soils that remained the same, and no 
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occurrence of our usual diurnal range that keeps the soil warm all conspired to make our wonderful 
season. 
 

The reward was long lasting, strong “catalogue” colored blooms.  Some tazetta buds sat for 
two weeks before opening and then lasted another two weeks.  Spring shifted to the end of 
March.  Of course there were all the “marginal daffs” out in full regalia.  Some hadn’t bloomed for five 
or more years.  We don’t think that there has been a year like this since the society formed in 1994.   
 

The daffodil that was the most spectacular was N. Jonquilla.  Never knew there were so many 
tiny clumps everywhere in the Van Beck Garden.  The clumps were covered in small fragrant yellow 
flowers that lasted for weeks. 
 

 

NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI 
 

Sara and Linda Van Beck traveled to Natchez to find daffodils in pre-civil war gardens that had 
been spared by Federal Troops.  Unfortunately intact gardens proved hard to find.  Either they were 
erased by time and lawnmowers or people continued to garden over the site.  If only the residents 
cared as much for the old daffodils as they do for their pre civil war homes, what a national treasure 
the town would be!  
 

What was noticeable was the profusion of red lycoris foliage. Yellow and white lycoris was also 
present.  Dr. Elizabeth Boggess gave us an excellent city tour, including her home, Elmscourt (circa 
1835-40), and Mimi Miller provided valuable research materials.   
 

David Atkins and his wife took us on a country tour where we saw fields of Campernelli, Grand 
Primo, N. Pseudo-narcissus as well as N. Italicus and double daffodils such as Telamonius Plenus – 
all gone wild.  Small ruined homesteads were surrounded by seas of daffodil foliage.  The bad news 
is that the bulldozers are coming and soon much that we saw will be destroyed.  The need for land 
and trees is decimating the old homesteads.  David has given up his bulb company (FDS purchased 
bulbs from him last year) in order to spend more time rescuing daffodils. 
 

 

AMERICAN DAFFODIL SOCIETY 
 

This year the American Daffodil Society (ADS) national convention was held in Murphy, 
California at the famous Ironstone Winery where wine and daffodils mix.  (The ADS will be adding this 
site to the ADS Display Garden Program).  The owners also have a passion for art.  Each year the 
daffodil painting voted “the people’s choice” is reproduced as an art poster and can be purchased as 
a collectible poster.  This year’s winner was FDS member Jackie Turbidy, who resides on St. Simons 
Island.   
 

The fun-filled agenda included “daffodil jeopardy” which showcased the English/Welsh, North 
Irish, American, Australian/Tasmanian, and New Zealand contingents.  The American team narrowly 
won.  The few Canadians present heard God Save the Queen played on the old pipe organ.  
 

The high light of the 2300 entries in the National Daffodil Show was the 500 plus miniature 
daffodils which was an all time record.  People just stared and stared at the little flowers.  The cups 
ranged in color from green to pink.  The smallest ever N. papyraceus (Paper White) was selected by 
Dr. Harold Koopowitz.   
 

 

QUOTE FROM LOUDON’S HORTUS BRITANNICUS 
 

Corbularis conspicua moschatus has been found wild in the adjoining parish of Meriden and 
communicated to me by the discoverer, Miss Greeley, of that place. It is quite a new plant to the 
British flora, I believe:  you can announce it as such, if you like.  Poor Haworth would have jumped for 



joy at the intelligence should he have still have been with us (Extract from a letter from the Rev T.W. Bree, Warwickshire, 

dated May 20, 1834) 
 

 

The Tiffany Daffodils 
 

Louis Comfort Tiffany thought daffodils were special and used the flowers as subject matter for 
his lampshades and vases.  His grand Long Island country estate, Laurelton Hall, was planted with 
sweeps of daffodils.  Picking was forbidden!  Tiffany built a three-sided terrace that included 8 marble 
columns that were topped with large opalescent glass daffodils.    
 

 
 

The house burned, the columns rescued by Dr. Hugh and Jeannette McKean and the restored 
terrace will be on exhibit as part of the new Laurelton Galleries (projected opening winter 2011) of the 
Morse Gallery in Winter Park.  The Daffodil Terrace has never been on view in Winter Park or 
anywhere as planned at the Morse.  
 

 


