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Dear Daffodillians,

         Bulb planting time has arrived.  My acquisitions that began with our July bulb sale are increasing and the

accompanying excitement is building. I am dreaming of a new raised bed, closer to my house, that I will see

every day. I have yet to share that idea with Pete, but one of the reasons this labor-intensive task appeals to

me is the lesson I have learned regarding the enjoyment and appreciation I have for my flowers.  Those that

are in close proximity are seen daily and enjoyed with relish.   

           I was knee deep in my own bulb digging in June and was gratified every time an ID tag surfaced with a

clump that was lifted.  Suzy Wert taught me that vital piece of underground cultivar tracking in 1997 and I

praised the practice each time the spade went into the soil.  The other aid I found useful in my bulb digging

was the map that guided me.  In my early years of daffodil planting I did not make maps, in part because I

thought they had to be perfect, and I was intimidated by my inability to reproduce scale and perspective.  The

truth is, anything on paper will help because you will forget what was planted where.  For me, maps are a key

to my spring treasure hunt; the thrill comes when I can match a flower’s color code with a named cultivar

using the map as a guide.  Only you can map your bulb planting but I will once again be giving away packets of

mini blind cuts for your underground bulb identification marking at our upcoming October meeting.  Write on

them with a sharpie the name of your cultivar and place it bulb level in the center of your planting hole.  And

remember me years from now when it is your turn to dig and divide, and you know exactly what you’ve got..

          I’ve been busy selling off the remainder of our bulb leftovers from our second bulb sale.  One quick and

easy sale was to the Master Gardener group of Morgan County.  This evolved because of a suggestion from

Trena Trusty, a Master Gardener and member of the Morgan County Park and Recreation Board.   She is the

person who is actively promoting the saving of Helen Link’s property as a research, educational, and

recreational facility open to the public.  We met Trena at our second bulb sale and my hope is at a future IDS

meeting she will speak about evolving developments regarding Mrs. Link’s property.

See you at the October meeting, Sara Kinne
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Next Meeting Saturday, October 6.

Holliday Park 1:00.  Brings Bulbs &

Plants for the exchange.

2008 Calendar
Saturday, March 29 Regular Meeting &

Flower Stem Giveaway. Program: Program:

Judging Daffodils for a Show: Opening Your

Eyes! 1:00 Holliday Park Nature Center

April 17-18, 2008 Daffodil Show at Holliday

Park, on Thursday and Friday with set up on

Wed., the 16th.  Reservations will be taken for

the luncheon on the 17th.

Summer Picnic:  Sherry  Holliday’s in

Bloomington (date TBA)

Watch this space for 2008 Bulb Bagging

Parties!  Dates and Times TBA

Saturday, Aug 30 Regular meeting AND

Bulbs and Plant Exchange. 1:00 Holliday Park

Nature Center

4th Sundays in July and August - Bulb Sale -

Holliday Park 11:00 am.  Bulb baggers come

from 9:00-11:30.

October 11 - Regular Meeting & Bulb & Plant

Exchange. 1:00 Holliday Park Nature Center

Election of Officers
The Election of Officers will be held at the

October meeting.  The slate is:

President - Sara Kinne

Vice President - Rosie Springer

Treasurer - Joyce Dagley

Secretary - Ruth Pelouch

Nominations will also be accepted from the

floor.

Welcome New Members!
We hope you’ll be able to come to our next

meetings which are both bulb and plant

exchanges!

Debbie Fornefeld, Fishers

Anne Hall, Indianapolis

Sharon Lepper, Indianapolis

September
September is the perfect month for planting bulbs

because the soil in the garden will still be warm

enough and there will still be plenty of time for

good root development before freezing weather

sets in. 

Be sure, however, to keep an eye on the moisture

level in the soil. If the summer is very dry, such as

this past year, and even if a wet autumn is

expected, it’s still advisable to provide water after

planting.
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Helen Merrill is Moving
Helen Merrill and her husband are moving from

Indiana to Utah to be closer to her children and

grandchildren. Helen is a long time IDS member

who has held the office of secretary and has

been a go-to person for newsletter mailings and

other special projects as they came up. 

IDS is deeply indebted to Helen because for a

couple of years, she nearly single-handedly did

the weeding at Holliday Park for us. This was

our payment to the park for space rental, and

Helen showed up every single weeding session

we had! Thank you, Helen!  We will really miss

you!, and wish you the best of everything!

Oakwood Daffodils is a
Magical Place

~by Suzy Wert

Sara and I attended the big Oakwood

Dig this June on behalf of the IDS. This is where

we get to dig bulbs donated by Dr. John Reed

for the IDS Sale.

In attendance were members from other

societies, too: SWODS (Cincinatti), St Louis,

Chicago and Minnesota. To say it’s the same

people every year is accurate, but doesn’t really

capture the essence, because there are new

people every year.  The set up is much as you’d

imagine: a field of weeds, bugs, and hot burning

sun, but that doesn’t capture the essence, either.

The weeds are always recently mowed, and

there are huge shade trees nearby for frequent

breaks, picnic style.  There are more butterflies

than bugs, and a giant, 3-story barn provides a

sort of homebase. John & Sandy Reed have their

home open for bathroom breaks, and you can

run and jump in your car for a 5-minute drive to

civilization whenever you want.

This year, Mike Berrigan from Minnesota

was John’s right hand man, or field overseer, and

he had a master plan of exactly which rows

were to be dug, so there was no downtime for

the diggers.  There were 17 diggers in all, and so

IDS received 2/17ths of all the bulbs dug until we

got to the unnamed bulbs, where we received as

many as we could dig. The trouble with this

method is that there are a whole lot of people in

the barn divvying up the bulbs, removing foliage

and counting, counting, counting and not as

many digging, digging, digging.  The news for IDS

is mixed, but we can fit more bulbs in the car

when they don’t have foliage, and it’s a lot easier

for the bulb dryers not to have foliage to worry

about.  Probably an even trade.

Many thanks to Bob & Pat Siegman for

drying the bulbs for us. We are always looking

for dry places where we can hang these bags, so

I you ave a barn or garage, let us know!

Landscape Tip
Plant clusters of daffodils around the woodpile,

or in a meadow area that is not mowed often.

These will add a colorful accent to your

landscape in spring and, if left on their own to

wilt away, will return year after year. Well-

selected and mature plantings of naturalized bulbs

can add value to your home, just as mature trees and

shrubs do. 


