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DARLING DAFFODIL DAYS
 

What a wonderful season for daffodils – 
especially tazettas.  The blooms started early and 
lasted a long time.  As usual, the historic Paper 
Whites with “thin” petals and light sweet scent 
opened at Thanksgiving.  By Christmas, all 4 kinds 
of Paper Whites were blooming, as well as Romanus 
(4W-O), the horticultural name for the double 
Chinese Sacred Lily.  Many blooms appeared in the 
Van Beck garden, as well as gardens in 
Apalachicola.  The petaloids tend to be looser than 
those of Constantinople (4W-O), a cousin that the 
FDS sold this year.  Chinese Sacred Lily (N. tazetta 
subsp. lacticolor) (13W-Y) was also blooming at both 
locales.  

Unfortunately, daffodils and yellow freesias 
are endangered species in Apalachicola.  As 
properties change hands, many bulbs are 
disappearing.  There is no active gardening group to 
sound the alarm and educate the public.  We need a 
“save our scented bulbs” campaign similar to the one 
hatched in the Scilly Islands called “Save Our 
Scented Narcissi.”  Actually, what we need is a 
campaign brochure for Apalachicola and other cities 
where the populations of historic daffodils haven’t 
already been decimitated.  All help and ideas on this 
matter are welcome.

FAB FIRSTS
In the Van Beck garden, there are some 

“firsts”.  Doris Story donated a historic Paper White 
from Jacksonville which bloomed for the first time.  
Doris was right.  The scent knocked your socks off.  
What is unusual is that the bulb bloomed in early 
November, has large good substance petals, is very 
vigorous and set seed.  Other early Paper Whites do 
not have these characteristics.  

There are two dwarf species Paper Whites 
that bloom each year.  One is N. panizzianus .  Last 
year Yvonne Smith of Madison donated a few other 
“small flowered” Paper Whites.  Lo and behold – the 
bulbs bloomed at the same time and were identical 

to N. Panizzianus – so says our botanist 
Melanie Darst.  Actually both of these flowers 
are smaller than the flower size described by 
John Blanchard.

The few yellow daffodils blooming in 
January are Soliel d’Or, Bill Welch’s hybrid 
tazettas called “Autumn Yellows”, unnamed 
tazettas from Turkey, Autumn Sol and a 
Division 1 trumpet knows as Rijnveld’s Early 
Sensation (R.E.S.).  R.E.S. (1Y-Y) has a long 
FDS history and is listed as marginal.  The 
reason is that the bulb will not bloom every 
year.  R.E.S. inherited a gene from its father, 
King Alfred.  In order to insure blooming, the 
bulb needs to be shocked, i.e., lifted out of 
the ground and replanted.  For those of you 
who would like to follow this recipe, the FDS 
will offer bulbs this year.  The bloom stalk is 
only 10” high but the lovely yellow blooms 
stand out in the January gloom. 

THOMASVILLE TIDBITS
At the January meeting of Georgia 

Master Gardeners, Harriett Hawkins brought 
a tazetta (8W-Y) for identification.  A few 
years ago, John and Linda Van Beck had not 
been able to identify this bloom.  The 
identification key was the large flat yellow 
cup.  Blooming time and small white curled up 
petals were also helpful.  Another N. 
ochroleucus has been found.  The first, 
located at the Bradford Cobb House in 
Tallahassee, is getting plenty of sun, 
multiplying and in general having a great 
year.

Betty Jinwright brought a yellow N. 
italicus (13W-Y).  N. italicus is described by 
John Blanchard as yellow and yellow ones 
are found west of Florida.  All those found to 
date in  Florida have been off-white when 
compared to a Paper White.  Betty’s garden 
gets a fair amount of shade, so it would be 
interesting to plant one from her garden in full 
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sun and see if the yellow fades.

There is a wondrous sight in Thomasville at 
the corner of Clay and Cragford Streets.  Tazettas 
blooming on both sides of the street and in the front 
yard of the Don West, who rescued and planted the 
bulbs.  Peak blooming time is usually between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, so it was a surprise to 
see many blooms in mid-January.  There were a few 
N. italicus and lots and lots of Nat Williams (8W-Y).  
As the FDS had promised the Thomas County 
Historical Society (located only a few blocks away) 
some Nat William bulbs for their memorial garden, a 
deal was struck.  This spring, bulbs will be lifted and 
donated by Don.  He planted these bulbs 10 years 
ago after rescuing them from two sites near 
Thomasville.  It is worth the trip to see what one 
person can accomplish against the odds of city 
mowing, careless people walking on the bulbs and 
lack of public support.  

MONTICELLO MEMOS
The Paper White found last year at the 

Christian Bliss House bloomed again!  The bulbs 
need to be rescued and planted in a better situation 
with hopes that they will produce more than 2 florets. 
The definition of a tazetta is a minimum of 3 florets to 
a stem.  John rescued a white Roman Hyacinth from 
a local cemetery more than 20 years ago.  It never 
had more than 2 florets until it was moved last year 
to a bed with better soil and more TLC.  This year 
there were 4 florets.

In the vacant yard where “Nat Williams” was 
found last year was a new tazetta.  Flower size is 
petite – yellow cup and pointed light yellow petals.  
When I went to take a photo of the one floret I had 
picked, the petals had fattened up and faded to 
almost white.  Hopefully we can get permission to 
rescue the bulb and see what happens next year.

2004 BULB SALE
This was a banner year!  Over 25,000 bulbs 

were purchased, with approximately 3,425 going to 
public plantings.  250 Carlton and 250 Ice Follies 
were planted at Pensacola, Perry Courthouse, and 
Kanapaha Botanical Gardens in Gainesville.  Carlton 
was placed in McCord Park (1,050), Lee’s Place 
(20), Girl Scouts (2 locations, 30 bulbs), 
Tallahassee, and 500 to the Dothan Botanical 
Gardens.  

Mixed bulbs were placed in demonstration 
gardens at IFAS Extension Centers in Gainesville, 

Pensacola and Tallahassee, as well as at the 
Pensacola Garden Club Center, FDS test 
gardens and Dothan Botanical Gardens.  The 
bulb sales for the garden clubs in 
Donalsonville, GA, and Perry, FL, and for the 
Master Gardeners in Gainesville, FL were all 
successful.  There were a few “large 
accounts” which also swelled the number of 
bulbs sold.

Although all bulbs purchased were 
sold, the FDS Treasurer’s Report (not 
complete at this time) will show a deficit , as 
the goal this year was not to “make money” 
but give members an opportunity to purchase 
hard-to-come-by, expensive bulbs as a thank 
you for helping to maintain the Society and its 
goals for 10 years. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH 4-5 FDS Flower Show, Tallahassee 

Nurseries.  10 AM to 5 PM, 
Saturday and Sunday.  This 
year’s chairperson is Lori 
Johnson.  If you are interested 
in helping, donating flowers or 
doing arrangements, call Linda 
Van Beck at 878-9753. 

If you are traveling, stop by the 
Central Mississippi Daffodil 
Show at Northpark Mall, 1200 
East County Line Road, 
Ridgeland, MS 39157.  
Contact:   Loyce McKenzie 
(601) 856-5462,

March 19-20 Georgia Daffodil Society’s 
annual exhibition at Piedmont 
Park in Atlanta.

April American Daffodil Society’s 
Annual Convention in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  Highlight will be the 
Missouri Botanical Gardens, 
which are listed in the top 5 in 
the world.  The daffodil 
collection is HUGE!

For more information on events, call 878-
9753.

Ahh, gray winter … Isn’t Florida gray great 
compared with blizzard white?  Florida gray with 
daffodils, camellias, magnolias and Taiwan cherries 
… not gray at all!

http://www.visitnorthpark.com/static/node656.jsp;jsessionid=a4CMsz04WIm4


The books came at last!  Now the job is to sell 
it, along with “selling” the goals of the FDS.  In the 
early days, John Van Beck would invite members to 
help plant bulbs and offered educational programs.  
As the Society “aged”, these programs were targeted 
to other groups.  It is a shame that there are not 
facilities to show slides at our Annual Daffodil Show 
as a good daf talk needs slides, especially these 
outside of Tallahassee.  The book “Daffodils in 
Florida” will serve as an educational and 
informational device to fill that gap.  The book is now 
available in local Tallahassee nurseries, Goodwood, 
LeMoyne and the Explorer’s Club.  A phone call 
(850-878-9753) will also get you a copy!  Shipping 
and handling is an additional $4.00.  The p.r. plan is 
to “sell” the FDS along with the book – especially in 
Georgia and the coastal south.


