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BLOOMS ARE BOOMING! 
January 25 was a banner day!  Three 

cultivars started to bloom – Soleil d’Or (8y-o), Early 
Jonquilla (13y-y) and Grand Primo (8w-y) --  even 
though it had to come up through a large fallen and 
rotted tree limb.  At Goodwood, N. Italicus (13w-y) 
have been blooming well.  Mitchell and Linda found 
a Grand Primo and a small Paper White flowering 
in the Minor Monarch bed.

By the end of January the real parade had 
started.  Sturdy N. psuedonarcissus (13y-y) (they 
like the minerals in John’s fertilizer) and N. x odorus 
(13y-y), better known as Campernelli, opened.  
This is what is supposed to happen, but the real 
news is that February Gold (6y-y) that lived in pots 
last year started blooming in early January.  
February Gold is very slow to multiply, but in the 
pots the slabs loosened and so there are many 
more bulbs. The 5 largest out of 10 originals 
bloomed.  These bulbs are planted in a sunny 
location with early morning sunlight, but the 
regulars on the north side of the house weren’t 
even up.  
• 8 stands for Tazetta, or bunch flower
• 13 stands for ‘botanical name only ’ division  
• first letter is for petal color, 2nd for  cup color (yellow or white)

GETTING UP-TO-DATE
Other societies do it!

We would like to do it!
Offer the newsletter on e-mail in HTML format.  No 
attachments!

METHOD:  Print out and send your name 
and e-mail address to the return address on the 
newsletter envelope.

We will check you out before the end of 
April, so that you may receive the May newsletter 
by e-mail.  Linda Williams will keep the address list. 
Phyllis Graham (newsletter editor) already prints 
and stores the newsletter on her computer.  Last 
year, postage was donated, but this year the 
Society is paying.  With the culling of 59 members, 
who did not renew membership or had wrong 
addresses, we have 216 members.  If only 20% of 
members elect to receive the fds news via e-mail, 
the Society can provide 200 extra daffodils annually 
for public plantings!

THE JOHN VAN BECK MEMORIAL 
GARDEN

Our early season is defined as January and 
February with a 2-3 week peak in February.  Next 
comes early mid-season.  Usually, recently planted 
bulbs bloom later than ones already in place.  But 
not this year!  The Carltons in the John Van Beck 
Memorial Garden didn’t read that book.  There may 
be blooms as early as Valentine’s Day.  The crab 
apples are blooming!  

Unfortunately, the best of plans may “gang 
aft a-glay.”  The Friends of the Parks have had 
troubles with their distributors, so there is no plaque 
and there may be no bench for a February 
dedication.  The parking area has not been 
improved, so it is a long hike from the few spaces 
on Armistead Road.  Driving isn’t allowed in the 
park and John’s Garden is at the far end along 
Thomasville Road.  

A formal dedication will take place next 
year, but you are all welcome to take a peek 
now.  It is a good idea to call for location 
instructions, as folks still get lost (878-9753).  
Remember, some weeds are really wild flowers!  

AN INHERITANCE OF WISDOM 
John Van Beck had planned to write a 

guide/reference booklet on daffodils in agricultural 
Zone 8b.  To that end, he collected pertinent 
information from many sources.  After John’s death, 
Linda Van Beck set a goal to complete his daffodil 
wisdom in the form of a manual for the average 
gardener, in an authoritative but sometimes humorous 
tone.  

Now in the final stages, over 40 pages of text 
will soon be sent to 4 reviewers: Dr. Frazier Bingham 
and Weeg Broderson of the FDS, Sandra Stewart 
(Regional Director, American Daffodil Society) and 
Mary Lou Gripshover (former paid director of the 
ADS).  Linda says her fingers are crossed that 
enough shreds survive for the final reviewers – master 
gardeners in Thomasville County, GA, and Jefferson 
County, FL.  Sara Van Beck has typed and Melanie 
Darst of the FDS will help with the botanical 
description of wild hybrids. 

florida daffodil society news



MARK YOUR CALENDAR

ANNUAL DAFFODIL SHOW
March 2 (Saturday 9-5)
March 3 (Sunday 10-5)
Tallahassee Nurseries

The show will be chaired by Lennie 
Kennedy.  Give her a call if you would like to greet 
people, hand out information, submit blooms or 
make flower arrangements (878-3787).  

The site and show will be the same as last 
year, with flowers placed among the small pots of 
ivy in the front greenhouse.  The nursery will help 
with the area signs, publicity and duplication of 
information.

Following the example of the Thomasville 
Rose Show, we are keeping the same weekend as 
last year.  Bill and Mary Maud Sharpe’s 
professional flower refrigerator will insure a wide 
variety of blooms.

ANNUAL BULB SALE
November 8 (Saturday 9-11 AM)

Goodwood Plantation

The next newsletter in early May will have 
lots of bulb information. 

A SAD PASSING
Nat Williams of Thomasville, a true daffodil 

pioneer in the deep South and the only life member 
of the Florida Daffodil Society, died recently at the 
age of 74.  

When John Van Back and I questioned the 
American Daffodil Society about members living in 
the Southeast, only a few names came up, but one 
was only 30 miles away.  A Mr. Nat Williams lived 
in Thomasville, GA.  We called Mr. Williams and he 
graciously received us in his office.  It was winter 
and he noted that there were extensive beds of 
daffodils both at his home and at his office.  If we 
could return in a few weeks, the beds would be in 
bloom.  Because Nat had collected both fine new 
hybrids and historical bulbs over many years, his 
garden revealed some very important information 
on which varieties would and would not do well in 
South Georgia. 

During the next few years in early spring, 
John and Linda Van Beck traveled to Thomasville 
several times for the purpose of "lifting" thousands 
of bulbs that Nat had gladly donated to the Daffodil 
Society for relocation in public and private gardens. 

We will miss Nat Williams, a true daffodil 
pioneer in the Deep South.  

By Frasier Bingham

PUBLIC PLANTINGS

The Board authorized the following projects 
from accumulated funds:

BLAKELY
ALBANY TECHNICAL COLLEGE
EARLY COUNTY CAMPUS, GEORGIA
500 Carlton 
Project of the Blakely Garden Club

LEON COUNTY
TALL TIMBERS RESEARCH CENTER
400 Carlton to be planted down the entrance to 
the main residence along with the poor survivors 
of the Mahan Drive Massacre

MADISON
NORTH FLORIDA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
500 Carlton
Project of the Madison Garden Club

MONTICELLO
WIRIK SIMMONS
15 Avalanche 
Project of the Monticello Garden Club 

TALLAHASSEE
FLORIDA A&M UNIVERSITY
500 Carlton
Planted near Carnegie Library.

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
1,000 Carlton donated by the FDS and 
1,000 Carlton purchased by FSU
This is an addition to the on-going FSU project 
to add lots of “gold” to the campus.  

LIVELY TECHNICAL CENTER
120 Carlton and Ice Follies

TALLAHASSEE PARKS 
MCCORD PARK:  John C. Van Beck Memorial 
Garden
4000 Carlton donated by friends and family
1000 Carlton donated by White Flower Farms
OTHER:  
300 Carlton 

TALLAHASSEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
500 Carlton
Some bulbs are to be planted at the historic 
marker site for Dale Mabry Field.

TALLAHASSEE WOMEN’S CLUB
100 Carlton – part of the renovation project



TOTAL BULBS PLANTED:  9,935



Linda –

I’ve taken a disk of 
the newsletter to 
my office.  If there 
are any changes, 
just let me know 
and I can fix them 
and then deliver 
the final to 
whomever you 
like.

Thanks!

577-4252


