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ANNUAL MEETING

The Society's annual meeting will be 
held in Jubilee Hall at Goodwood on 
Saturday, May 25, 1996 at 9:30 A.M.  The 
meeting will be brief, covering minutes, 
treasurer’s report, election of officers and 
general information about our fall bulb sale.  It 
will be followed by a repeat of the program on 
daffodil species and wild hybrids.

BULB SALE PRE-ORDER

This year, the bulb sale committee, 
acting on a vote of the general membership 
last year, will take advance orders (with 
advance payment, of course) on bulbs in 
multiples of 25.  The more you order the 
cheaper they will be per bulb!  A  wide variety 
of bulbs will be available through bulk order.  
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ORDERING 
SOME BULBS IN QUANTITY, CALL 878-
975 AND LEAVE WORD.  We will get back 
with you and give you detailed information on 
what we have.  

The committee has not yet made its 
selection of the many varieties of bulbs that 
will be available in bags of "five for $2.50" at 
our October sale.  Pre-ordering will have no 
bearing on our members-only sale.

NEWSLETTER NEWS

One of our new members, Phyllis 
Graham, has volunteered to assemble our 
newsletter and prepare it on her computer.  
This will be a real help and take some of the 
load off the President.  Phyllis, who has three 
children, also works full time in the Division of 
Internal Auditing of the Clerk of the Court.  
(Talk about busy!)

AIN'T WE SOMETHING!!!!

By now, most of you have seen our 
new flyer, which resulted from one of Al 
Meads many good suggestions last year.  At 
the last board meeting, Linda Van Beck 
agreed to take on the project.  Frasier 
Bingham, Al , Linda, Moffie Bidlingmayer and 
John Van Beck all put in their two cents worth 
and John did the layout on his trusty 
computer.  

We were exceptionally fortunate to 
have Melanie Darst do some original art work 
for us.  You will see more of her art work as 
time goes on.  Melanie is a top-flight botanical 
illustrator who has many publications to her 
credit.  Thanks to all those who helped! 

The brochure is rather spiffy, but next 
printing we will use a different paper to make 

A garden can be a single pot of daffodils, blooming 
on a balcony, or acres of manicured lawn with 
flowers drilled to stand in perfect order    or 
anything in between.  What makes a garden isn’t 
earth or plants    it’s the spirit of the gardener and 
the love of growing things.
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it even spiffier.    Thanks to the generous 
donation of time and talent, there was no cost 
involved in producing the brochure other than 
duplicating,   Over 200 brochures have 
already been distributed at various programs 
and garden events.

BULB SALE IN PERRY?

We are looking into the possibility of a 
small bulb sale in Perry, FL.  There are no 
local bulb sources for folks interested in 
buying bulbs in the Taylor County area, other 
than a couple of major chain stores.  National 
chains stock what they want and often sell 
bulbs that are not suited to the geographical 
area.  

More on the possible sale later!

UPDATE ON DAFFODILS 
AT GOODWOOD

The two year old section of the 
Society's trial garden at Goodwood did not 
look as good this spring as it did last spring. 
Many varieties which bloomed then did not 
even return for a second season, resulting in 
some large gaps in the beds.  Many flowers in 
bud were zapped by our persistent low 
temperatures, also know as the most gawd-
awful winter in recent memory.

The bulbs which made the best 
showing were the early-blooming varieties 
which came up in December and had peaked 
in January before the succession of cold days 
set in.  These included the tazettas (Div. 8) 
Omri, Chinese Sacred Lily and Grand Solil d' 
Or.  Later blooming varieties such as Quail, 
Sir Winston Churchill and Sweetness also 
made a good display.  A number of yellow 
and white bi-colors including Dicksissel, 
Canary, and Hillstar did very well.  

The one year old plot planted last fall, 
did very well in its first blooming season.  
Some of the showiest blooms were from 

Scarlet O'Hara and Brackenhurst.  Let's hope 
these multiply and stay around for a repeat 
performance in 1997.   We will be 
transplanting bulbs and setting others out in 
May.  If you would like to participate call 
Marge at 877-3806.

AMARYLLIS GARDEN CIRCLE:  Sara 
Rasmussen hopes the Circle will continue its 
support of the garden next season, making it 
three years in a row!  Their financial 
assistance has really done a great deal to 
make this project worth while.  At the end of 
next season, we will be able to say with 
certainty which bulbs from our first year of 
planting are good perennials for the North 
Florida/South Georgia area.

COMMITTEES —
Nominating and the One 
Waiting for YOU!

The President has appointed Weej 
Broderson as Chair of the Nominating 
Committee.  Serving with her are Janice Mac 
David and Annette Folsom.

While we are a laid-back group, we do 
have minimum person-power needs.  If you 
can spare the minimum time required to chair 
a committee or serve as an officer (2 or 3 
board meetings a year), call Weej at 656-
1163. Folks are needed for this year and 
next.

A GREAT FLOWER

Thanks again to Nat Williams from 
Thomasville.  Nat donated many bulbs to the 
Society, with the understanding we would 
attempt to identify them so they could be 
widely introduced into gardens in this area.  
We have identified a beautiful Division 2 
flower with white petals and a long, clear, 
bright yellow cup.  It is FESTIVITY, a late 



blooming cultivar introduced by Grant Mitsch 
in 1954.  This year it bloomed starting March 
10 to April 1 depending on location in town 
and amount of sun/shade.

PHOOEY!!!!

Mary Adore Minardi bought a 
whopping lot of Ice Follies and planted them 
in her front yard.  They looked just fine but 
there were two, shaped exactly like the rest, 
with yellow petals instead of white.  The 
petals stayed yellow.  At the American 
Daffodil Society Convention, the FDS 
president, inquired unceasingly about this 
possible sport.  He was referred to Wib 
Lemmer, a retired bulb grower from Holland 
who said (after hearing a description of Mary 
Adore's errant daffodils), that there was a 
common sport called "Slim Whitman."  When 
El Presidente got home and checked his 
official daffodil list, he found that "Slim 
Whitman" had been registered but it had 
white petals and an orange cup!!!  So much 
for that.  Maybe Mary Adore really does have 
a new daffodil!!  (More later, if we ever find 
out anything.) 

DAFFODIL EXHIBIT

We had hoped to have a daffodil show 
and educational exhibit at one of the major 
malls in Tallahassee in March.  Al Mead 
contacted the malls and found that we would 
have to take out an insurance policy in order 
to use their facilities.  Tallahassee Mall 
indicated that they would be happy to have us 
if we were insured, while the other major mall 
was less than helpful.  The cost of an 
insurance policy was absolutely prohibitive.  
Undaunted, we will attempt to find another 
way of doing a show.  Al Mead has brought 
up the issue with the American Daffodil 
Society, and John Van Beck brought up the 
matter at the spring ADS Board Meeting in 
Baltimore, where it was referred to 
committee. 

GARDEN CLUB CENTER 
AVAILABLE

Helen Purvis, member of the FDS as 
well as current president of the Tallahassee 
Garden Club,  has advised us that the Florida 
Daffodil Society is welcome to use the 
Garden Club facilities located at 507 N. 
Calhoun Streets for board meetings or other 
meetings and functions.  While we anticipate 
continuing to use the facilities at Goodwood, 
we appreciate the offer of additional facilities.

READER'S CORNER

A few excellent new gardening books 
have come out in the last 18 months. 
Brent and Becky Heath, the largest daffodil 
dealers in the U.S.A., have published 
Daffodils for American Gardens, 143 pages, 
Elliot & Clark Publishing, Washington, D.C., 
$25.00.  Tallahassee Nurseries has this book 
in stock for $25.00. The numerous 
illustrations are superb for reference 
purposes.  The general information is of 
value, but some information is not applicable 
to our area.  This book is a "must" for the 
daffodil lover.
 

Scott Ogden's book, Garden Bulbs for 
the South, Taylor Publishing Company, 
Dallas, Texas, $22.95, has a good section on 
daffodils included.  It has 250 pages with 
loads of illustrations. Any half-way serious 
gardener or flower-lover should have a copy.

A relatively new publication of general 
interest to local gardeners is "The Coastal 
Gardener."  This is a newsletter for the 
coastal south edited by Carol Krawczyk, 
landscape architect for the City of Savannah.  
The issues are packed with in-depth 
information on a myriad of topics.  Of 
particular value are references to dealers, 
growers, publications and literature.  I have 
spoken with Carol a couple of times and we 
may do a daffodil article for the fall issue.  
Carol had a great daffodil article in the 
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January/February 1996  issue.



Copies of the above publications and 

others of interest to da


