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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

 

I hope you all have had a very happy holiday season and have all your 
daffodil bulbs in the ground. We have had so much rain I thought we would 
have to design water wings for the little fellows. Finally one week dried 
out enough to get them planted; some of them have already started to 
sprout. Russ says this is O.K., the leaf tips may freeze but it will not 
damage the blooms. I am wondering whether it is because they were dis-
turbed by transplanting or because the weather was so wet. Only the ones 
which were-,.pewly planted this year started foliage. 

Whatever the cause we will just have to sit it out and look forward to 
spring. That seems a long way off, but it will come I promise you; it 
always has. 

In the meantime we have had our Board Meeting and all the meetings and 
programs for the year are planned. I have great officers on the Executive 
Board. 

We have found that we must make some changes in the rules for the 
receipt of the free bulb the Society orders each year. 

1. Your membership for the current year must be paid by end of March 
meeting. 

2. If you cannot attend the October meeting to pick up your bulb or 
have a friend do so, you will be expected to pay $2.00 for packing and 
shipment of the bulb to you. The $2.00 to be sent to the Treasurer in 
advance. If you want extra bulbs you must order them before the end of the 
March meeting and pay for them as soon as we know the cost. 

Be seeing you all in March, I hope. 
Shirley Bruno 

MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE BOARD MEETING 
The Board meeting of the Indiana Daffodil Society was called to order 

October 24, 1993 at 10:30 A.M. by President Shirley Bruno. In attendance 
were Wanda Dove„ Pat Moulin, Helen Link, Phyllis Vonnegut, Helen True-
blood, Joe Hamm, Jeanne Clarke, Caroline Brunner, Russ Bruno, Doug Clarke, 
and Emma Hobbs. 

Primary Subjects under consideration were (1) setting meeting dates 
and programs, including show dates and place, and (2) annual bulb distribu-
tion to members. 

Dates and programs have been set up as follows: 
Thursday, March 17th, 1:00 P.M. at Nora Library, "Showing and Growing of 
Daffodils", Russ Bruno. 

Wednesday and Thursday April 20 and 21, 1994, 9245 N. Meridian (County 
Extension Office Bldg.), Daffodil Show, (set up is April 19) two day show. 
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Sunday June 5th will be a picnic at Phyllis Vonnegut's house, at 12 Noon, 
8141, N. Pennsylvania St. Helen Trublood will work up a membership partic-
ipation program such as we had last year. 

Thursday, August 11, Nora Library, 1:00 P.M. "Daffodils and Birds" by Peggy 
Mcneale, Slides are already here - if for any reason Peggy can not make the 
presentation, someone will substitute for her. 

Thursday, October 6th, Nora Library, Mary Lou Gripshover will talk to us 
about " National American Daffodil Organization, Its Purpose And Function." 

Bulbs will be ordered for members whose dues are paid by the end of 
the March meeting. Please get your dues in early. Phyllis Vonnegut will 
take care of ordering the bulbs. 

The meeeting was adjourned at 1:00 P.M. We all enjoyed and appreciated the 
Clarke's hospitality and fine luncheon following the meeting. 

Emma Hobbs, Rec. Secretary 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

What to do when our daffodil foliage comes up late in the fall is a 
problem. There is little we can do about it. The theory expressed by some 
growers is, "Don't mulch heavily in warm weather"; mulching keeps the 
ground warm and more growth is stimulated. It is better to let the ground 
cool off, perhaps to freeze, then mulch and growth will be stopped. 

Some cultivars are early flowering, especially many of the species 
tazettas. Few can be grown out of doors in the open because of fall growth 
and late fall to early spring blooming - they can't survive in our harsh 
winters. 

The cultivar Erlicheer 4 W-W always puts on early fall growth, but 
when frozen to the ground, they do bloom in the spring. I have some plant-
ed on the south side of the greenhouse and the foliage freezes down but 
they always bloom when spring comes. 

I have tried planting Soleil d'Or out of doors in late fall, just 
before the ground froze. It was planted in the sod at a depth of 8-10 
inches and unmulched. It bloomed nicely but the next spring it came up in 
September and froze during the winter with loss of the bulbs. 

By digging the tender tazettas each year and replanting them in late 
fall after the ground has frozen you can flower them in the spring. To do 
so the area to be planted must be dug and prepared in the fall. The re-
moved soil should be stored where it will not freeze, then at the first 
freeze plant the bulbs in the prepared pit, cover with the stored soil and 
mulch heavily. This is a lot of trouble but successful for me; however, 
bulbs must not be allowed to start growth in early fall. Since I now have 
a cold greenhouse I grow them in pots and have bloom from October to about 
mid-April. With planning one can have daffodils in bloom from October to 
mid-June, almost mine months of the year. 
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"DAFFY DOUG" 

Like many daffodilians, I pick up a little porcelain or enameled metal 
daffodil clusters, a plate or bowl, a birthday card showing daffodils, or a 
picture of our favorite flower. If these acquisitive activities qualify me 
for the nickname of "Daffy Doug", I do not blush with shame because I am in 
good company. 

My main interest has been in prints, going back some twelve or fifteen 
years. My first purchase - was from the Philadelphia Print Shop at a Cratch-
er's Antique Show. It was a page from the Curtis Botanical Magazine, and 
included a page describing the flower in old English. It cost me $18.00. 
The magazine had been published continuously from the late eighteenth 
century, and until 1947 all flowers were hand colored. I actually saw the 
dealer cut my last print from the leather-bound magazine. My oldest print 
is #15 dated 1787 and my newest one is #1301 dated July 1, 1810. Because 
other flowers are sometimes featured there are not actually 1310 daffodil 
prints. Jeanne has a hemerocallis print and four iris prints from Curtis, 
#168 in 1791, #531 in 1801, #3571 in 1802, and #679 in 1809. 

For several years I had thirteen prints, although Jeanne wanted an 
even number which would arrange better on our dining room wall. When I 
found a fourteenth, we thought we were finished. Collecting is an addic-
tion so when I found another I had to have it and there went the wall, but 
no, we went around the corner, and when we got another, and then two more, 
all was well again. This fall I bought another so we are now on our third 
wall. WHERE WILL IT END? 

I framed them all at a "Do it Yourself Frame Shop" and the first four-
teen had matching frames. The next two have slightly different frames, and 
the last three are framed still differently. It doesn't matter, who looks 
at the frames? 

Besides my first supplier, I have found Curtis Prints at other shows 
and other dealers including some from Atlanta, GA. and some from London, 
England. It has been fun to hunt, but since I began collecting, the cost 
of collecting Curtis Prints has quadrupled, probably because the supply has 
been reduced. There is a Daffy Doll in Paducah who had as many prints as I 
have before I even bought my first print. I may have cut into her supply, 
The scarce originals will be even harder for me to find. That is why writ-
ing this article may be a big mistake!! 

Douglas Clarke 

It has been my pleasure to enjoy Doug's daffodil pictures. They are 
truly beautifully framed and attractively hung on the walls of his home. If 
he does find more daffodil pictures he may have to add another room to his 
house. 

I have had an interest in daffodil collectables for years and when in 
Melbourne, Australia I went into a print shop and found two daffodil prints 
dating back to the early eighteen hundreds. One was of triandrus concolor 
and the other a poeticus. I bought the triandrus at $40.00 and met up with 
Meg Yerger shortly after and she ran to buy the poeticus. I have a copy of 
Burbidge and Baker, 1875 which has 25 beautiful plates, but could never 
think of destroying the book for the pictures which are lovely. Editor 

3 )J

IIDAFFY DOUG''

Like many daffodilians, r pick
daffodil clusters, a plate or bowl,
picture of our favorite flower. ff
for the nickname of 'rDaf fy Doug", I
good company.

up a little porcelain or enameled metal
a birthday card showing daffodils, or a
these acquisitive activities qualify me
do not blush with shame because I am in

My main interest has been in prints, going back some twelve or fifteen
years. My first purchase'was from the Philadelphia Print Shop at a Cratch-
er, s Antique Show. It was a page from the Curtis Botani-cal Magazine, and
included J page describing the flower in old English. It cost me $18.00.
The magazine had been published continuously from the late eighteenth
century, and until 1947 all flowers were hand colored. I actually saw the
dealer cut my last print from the leather-bound magazine. My oldest print
is #15 dated A787 and my newest one is #1301 dated.Tuly 1, 1810. Because
other flowers are sometimes featured there are not actr:aI1y L-?10 daffodii
prints. .Jeanne has a hemerocallis print and four iris prints from Curtis,
*fe8 in t79L, #531 in 1801, #3571 in 1802, and #679 in 1809.

Eor several years I had thirteen prints, although Jeanne wanted an
even number which would arrange better on our dining room waII. When I
found a fourteenth, we thought we were finished. Collecting is an addic-
tion so when I found another I had to have it and there wenL the wal1, but
nor we went around the corner, and when we got another, and then two more,
all was well again. This fa1I f bought another so we are now on our third
wall. WHERE WILL IT END?

I framed them all at a "Do it Yourself Erame Shop" and the first four-
teen had matching frames. The next two have slightly different frames, and
the last three are framed still differently. It doesn't matter, who looks
at the frames?

Besides my first supplier, I have found Curtis Prints at other shows
and other dealers ineluding some from Atlanta, GA. and some from London,
England. It has been fun to hunt, but since f began collecting, the cost
of collecting Curtis Prints has quadrupled, probably because the supply has
been reduced. There is a Daffy DolI in Paducah who had as many prints as I
have before I even bought my first. print. f may have cut into her supply,
The scarce originals will be even harder for me to find. That is why writ-
ing this artj-cl-e may be a big mistake ! !

Douglas Clarke

It has been my pJ-easure to enjoy Doug's daffodil pictures. They are
truly beautifully framed and attractively hung on the wal1s of his home. If
he does find more daffodil pictures he may have to add another room to his
house.

I have had an interest in daffodil collectables for years and when in
Melbourne, Australia I went into a print shop and found two daffodil prints
dating back to the early eighteen hundreds. One was of triandrus concoTor
and the other a poeticus. I bought the triandrus at $40.00 and met up with
Meg Yerger shortly after and she ran to buy the poeticus. I have a copy of
Burbidge and Baker, 1875 which has 25 beautiful plates, but could never
think of destroying the book for the pictures which are lovely. Editor



Several years ago a friend who came to see my daffodils each year 
brought me the following framed copy of the incident which urged William 
Wordsworth to write his daffodil poem. I would like to share it with you. 

FROM DOROTHY WORDSWORTH'S JOURNAL 
Entry of 15th April 1802 

Her description of daffodils seen at Gowbarrow Park while living at 
Dove Cottage in Ulswater. Her brother William, justly wrote of her, "She 
gave me eyes, she gave me ears..." Here she provided the theme and even 
images of his most famous poem. 

" When we were in the woods beyond Gowbarrow Park we saw a few daffo-
dils close to the water side, we fancied that the lake had floated the 
seeds ashore and that the little colony had so sprung up - - but as we went 
along there were more and yet more and at last under the boughs of the 
trees we saw that there was a long belt of them (the end we did not see) 
along the shore, about the breadth of a country turnpike road. I never saw 
daffodils so beautiful - - they grew along the mossy stones about and about 
them, some rested their heads upon these stones as on a pillow for weari-
ness and the rest tossed and realed and danced and seemed as if they verily 
laughed with the wind that blew upon them over the lake-- they looked so 
gay ever glancing, ever changing. This wind blew directly over the lake to 
them. There was here and there a little knot and a few stragglers a few 
yards higher up, but they were so few as not to disturb the simplicity and 
unity, and life of that one busy highway." 

What a delightful scene and a great inspiration for Wordsworth"s poem. 
Both Wordsworth and his sister must have had a sense for beauty, but he 
knew how to express it. He was one of England's Romantic Poets and in 
1843 Queen Victoria appointed him Poet Laureate of England. He was consid-
ered the greatest poet of his time, and was revered for expressing his 
thoughts beautifully in simple language. 

DON'T FORGET TO ATTEND THE MARCH MEETING - you will receive the Year-
book and show schedules will be handed out along with entry tags for the 
upcoming April show. 

Please take entry tags and fill them out the night before the show. 
This will save time on show day as it seems there is never enough time to 
get all the flowers entered in the show. 

Material is needed for the Ledger, PLEASE send me anything dealing 
with daffodils or what you would like to share with other members. Our 
next issue will be July 1994. The Ledger can be only as good as material 
supplied by our members. WE NEED YOUR HELP. 

THE OLDIES 

Some of the older daffodil cultivars are being collected today. When 
looking over a copy of the RHS Daffodil Yearbook, 1913)1 ran across a 
picture of Mrs. Ernst Krelage 1W-W which was exhibited for the first time 
at the RHS Show in 1912. It received an Award Of Merit and in 1913 was 
awarded a First Class Certificate. It was one of my first named daffodils 
but has been put to bed in the sod years ago. 
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